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BIOGRAPHY.
MOHAMMED ALI

PASHA OF EGYPT.

The present Vicéroy of Egypt is a native
of Cavalla, a small town in Rmmwlh , a dis-
trict of Albania. Losing his father in early
life, he was pmtu'te(l ln the governor of the
place,who betowed upon him that spemes
of training which qualifies a man to rise
““(]P a d(‘\])()t{(’ (T()\ (’I'llnl(’nt W h(‘l e ]”l‘
lance, intrepidity, and a ready use of arms,
are held the most valuable ac ('(mmllshxnont\
His activity recommendad lmn to_an ap-
pomtment as a subordinate collec tor of tax-
es¥ and, in the performance of his duty, it
was observed that he set a higher value on
the money which he: was or rdered to exact,
than on the blood or even the lives of the
unhappy peasantry over whom his jurisdic-
tion extended. On one occasion the inhabi-
tants of a village refused pavment, resisted,
threatened, and rose in rebellion. The go-
vernor was alarmed at this unusual firmness,
and avphed to Mohammed. 'The young
*'H\(‘tun.mq undertook to reduce t‘w 110
vbedienge ; and for this purpose he pmcvod-
ed to the refractory hamlet at the head of a
few men hastily e« lmppod. a.mnnmmg that
he was chawed with a_secret mission. He
entered a mosque, and sent for several of
the principal inhabitants, who, not suspect-
ing any viclence, instantly ()be\od his sum-
.mons. No sooner were the\ within the
walls, ‘than he ordered them to be bound
hand and foot, and immediately set off’ fot
(d\alla. regardless of the pursuing multi-
tude, whom he overawed by threatening to
l-ut his captives to death.

—Phis—resolutestop- proevred—tos g thre
rdnl\ of Boulonk-bashi and a rich wife, a re-
lation of his patron the governor. Asitis
not uwilcommon anmong the Turks ‘to unite
the duties of a-soldier \uth the pursuits of a
merchant, Mohammed becanie a dealer in
tobacco,—a business which 1\.@ appears to
have followed with considerable success till
the invasion of Egypt by the French called
him to fulfil a hwher dmtmv in a scene of
active warfare. The 'untmm nt of thwo’
hundred men, raised by the township 0t
Cavalla, was placed under the c()mmand of
Ali, who was now decorated with the higher
title of Bin-bashi, and recognised as a cap-
tain of regular troops.

. His conduct in the field of battle soon at-
tracted the notice of the pasha, who recom-
mended him to Kusrouf, the governor of
Cairo. After the massacre of the Mamlouks
at Aboukir, the young Albanian obtained
th.ﬂ comnmand of a division in the army of

ousef  Bey, (md jomned the (éx;)e(litityll
a«nmht the msmgem chiefs, which termi-
nated so fatally to the lives as well-as to the
reputation of the Turks. Ycusef, it has
been already mentioned, accused Moham-
med of misconduct, or disaffection, so ex-
tremely palpable as to have been the main
cause of their miserable defeat. Whether
there was any real ground for this charge it
is impossible to determine ; but at all events
it was believed by I\usrouf who resolved
forthwith to e\pel the. Cav dlllot from the
country, as a person in whom he could no
longer place confidence.

But the pasha was not aware of the cha-
racter with whom he had come into collisi-
on. The pay of the troops were considera-
bly in arrear ; and this Mohammed demand-
ed in a resolute tone, as the sole condition
on which he would Vleld obedience, The
governor sent. orders that he should appear
before him in the night; but the Roume-
lian leader, not unacquamted with the ob-
Ject of such prn ate 1nterv1ews returned for
answer that he would show lumselfm broad
d’at'light in the midst of his soldiers. Per-
celving the danger with which he was threat-
ened, Kusrouf admitted into Cairo the Al-
baman guards under Taher Pasha, hoping
that the intrigues of the one chlef would
counteract those of the other. But in. this
expectation he was grlevously dlsappomted
for the mountaineers, in whatever pomts
they might differ, were unanimous in de-
manding their  pay, and in all measures
which were suggested for «compelling. him
to advance it. They attacked the palace,
reduced the citadel, drove Kusrouf and hijs

"to embroil Bardissy, who has been called

household from the city, and finally depo-
sited the viceregal power in the hands of the
Pasha Taher.

The tyrannical measures of this new ruler
l)mn“ht his reign to a close at the end of
tw vnt\ two days, and the actual government
of the ("»un'l\ reverted to the hands of the
’\Iamlnu.;x under the aged Ibrahim, Osman
Bardissy, .md Mohammed Ali. The Porte,
indeed, sent a pasha of high rank to assmmne
the direction of affairs at Cairo: but th“
beyvs having once more the upper hand, and

‘mindful of the cruel treachery inflicted upon

at Alex-

them by Hassan, seized the viceroy :
andria, and put him to death.

The undisputed-ascendency of the Mam-
louks might in the end have proved fatal
to Mohammed Ali, who did not belong to

their body. For. this he - contrived
- : ]

reason,

the Hotspur of the beys, with some of his
associates ; and fin ml\ attacking him with
his'own hand, drove him from the capital,
and reinstated the exiled pasha, whom he
intended to use merely as a tool for effect-
ing his own purposes. The grand signior;
suxpo(tim* his ambitious views, 2 or-
ders, in the vear 1804, that the Albanians
s‘l()nll return into their own country; in-
tending, it may be presumed, to garrison
the Egyptian fortresses with troops less dis-
posed to insu bordination.  Mohammed,
whose plans were eradually advancing to-
wards completion, dl)xvqald(d the mandate:
intimating tl:.A‘ his services were still neces-
sary to repress the daring designs of the
Mamlouks, who continued. to occupy. the
greater part’ cf the kingdom, w hile  the oy
breathed avowed hostility against the go-
vernment of the Porte. The fotlowi ing year
a firman arrived, conferring upon him the
enviable appointment of Pasha of Djidda,
and of the Port (>t' Meccea, on the eastern
shore of the Red Sca. On this occasion he
acceded so far as to assume the mauntle and
cap peculiar to his new n‘h(e' but the army,
prepared for the scene which mwud flocked
around him, uttering the most seditious lan-
guage, and tlnmtgmn immediate violence
if their arrears were not discharged. Mo-
hammed alone could rule the (hatmbed ele-
ments in this furious tempest. IHe was in-
treated to take upon him the_duties of vice-
roy,—to save KEgvpt from rebellion and
l)lo()l shed,—and to preserve an important
province to the Turkish empire. The wily
Albanian seemed t\) be amazed-at this pro-
posal, and refused ; but in so faint a tone,
that- the petltlnnvrs were induced to repeat
and urge still more strongly their roqnvst
He \1elded at length to intreaties which he

1ss1e

himself had Sll(’“”(’st(‘d. accepted the insignia

of office, and was proclaime wl by the shouts
of his numerous adherents, the new
sentative of the grand signior.
Kourschid Pasha, who was now in the
capital, em.ea\oured by inviting the ddlwe
rous aid of the Mavrloul\s to oppose this
nomination. But, while he was making pre-
parations to take tllL field against the usur-
per, the capitan pasha une\pectedlv cast an-
chor before Alexandria ; who forthwith sent
orders to him to place the citadel in the
hands of Mohammed, and also 'to repair in
person, without delay, to his head-quarters
on the seacoast. Ko urschid obeyed, and,
after a short period of service in othm quat-

ters of the Turkish empire, lost his life.

The Mamlouks, who had been summoned
to the standard of the governor, were un-
willing to lay down their arms until they
should have once more tried the fortune of
war against their old enemy the Albanian
pashd The latter, who was contriving a
snare for these turbulent horsemen, \Hshed
nothing more ardently than that they should
attack h1m in Cairo; n nay, he sufmested to
the sheiks, on whom he hdd the qwateat re-
liance, to encourage the beys in their medi-
tated assault, and even to promise them as-
sistance should they resolve to enter the city.
The Mamlouks, reposing implicit faith in
these pretendmty friends, seized the first op-
portunity of bursting in at one of the gates,
which had been opened for the purpose of
admitting some countrymen with their ca-
mels. Dl\ldlno‘ their numbers into two
parties, they advanced along the streets
sounding their martial mstrumentc and an-

repre-

ticipating a complete triumph. But they
soon discovered t‘hir mistake *'m' being

attacked by the inhabitants on all sides, dri-

as from that moment to cease to be formi-
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sumnu)m
showina how ready he was on all
to bow the knee before
his imperial lord. At this very me
was plotting with the bevs, and  ser
large sums of money to Constantinopie, to
secure friends on both sides of the Mediter-
ranean. At length the sultan, ﬁndinq that
Ali could not be deposed, and perceiving
himself on the eve of a war with Russia, for-
warded secret orders to the capitan to make
the Dbest terms he could with the usurper,
and to leave him in possession of the vice-
royalty. A short time after this occurrence,
the regular diploma confirming him in his
office was transmitted by the Porte; and
Elfy Bey and Bardissy, the most powerful
of his eneries, died di)(;llt the same period,
Mohammed found himself the "master o!
Eoypt, invested with a legal title, and op-
posed b\ no one whom he had any reason
t y fear.~To (‘f)m};l( te his conquest, indeed,
he advanced into Upper Eg \}t to attack the
Mamlouks. There hm efeatea a large body
of their‘troops, and was preparing to follow
them, in the hope of effecting their utter
annihilation as a political body, when he re-
ceived despatches from Turkey announcing
the between

oceaslons

he

l],.,r

ment

as

commencement of hostilities
Great Britain and the Ottoman empire.

It was in the year 1807 that the English
ministry sent a second .iexpedition Into
Egypt, with the view ‘of preventing that
country from falling again into the hands of
the French, whose ﬂllll)d\S{ld()l' at Constan-
tinople was understood to direct the politics
of the grand signior. The number of troops
under the Butlsh general did not exceed five
thousand 3 and 1t’\\aa entirely owing to the
ignorance of our governn pent in 190‘(11(1 to
the amount of the Turkish forces at Alexan-
dria, and the strength as well as the dispo-
sition of the Mamlouks, that they exposed
such a handful of men to certain destruction.
The beys availed -themselves of this oppor-
tunity to make their peace with Mohammed
Ali, and consented to follow his standard
against the invaders, who had established a
footing on their coast. The melancholy re-
sult is well known. Alexandria yielded to
General I'raser after a smart encounter; but,
failing in his successive attempts on Rosetta
and Ll Hanet, the flower of our little army
was cut off, wounded or taken prisoners.—
Four hundred and fifty of their heads were
publicly exposed at Cairo, while the unfor-
tunate captives were tredued with every spe-
~eies of contempt and cruelty.
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The procession was ordered to move from
the citadel (zmn_r a }mx\(nw cut out 1n “the
rock ; the pasha’s troops marching first, foi-
lowed by the M amlouk unps mounted as
usual.  As soon, however, as they had
ed the gate, it was shut behind thein. while
the ()])})‘)slt(‘ end of the defile being also
closed, they were caught as:it were in a tran.
Mohammed's .soldlcrs had been ordered to -
the top of the rocks, where thev were per-
tectly secure from the aim of the Mamlouks,
while they poured | down vclleys of shot
upon their defenceless victims, nlm wene
butchered almost to the last nian. onre of
thein, indeed, succeeded 1 taking refuge i
the pasha’s haram, and in the h«"?wm Tous-
oun ; but they were forth, con-
ducted before the kiava be y, and beheaded
on the spot. The lifeless bmi; of the brave
Chahyn was exposed to every infamy. A
rope was passed round the neck, and the
bloody  carcass dragged “through various
parts of the city. Mengin, who ‘was i1 Cai-
ro at the time, assures his readers that the
streets during two whole days bore the ap-
taken by assault,—
Every.kind ‘and degree of violence was com-
mitted vnder vretence of searching for the
devoted Mamlouks: and it was not until
five hundred houses were sacked, mueh va-
luable property’ destroyed, and many i
lost, that Ali and his son ventured
the eitadel to repress the popular fury,
Mohammed n«)tw! among the slain four
hundred aund €eventy mcunted Mamlouks,
besides their aftem.ant: wirto usually served
on toot.” The number of vietims in the end
did not fall short of a thousand ; for orders
were given to pursue.this devoted race into
the remotest parts of the country, and, if
possible, to exterininate them thr.,uguout
the whole pashalic. The heads of the prin-
cipal officers were e embalmed, and sent as an
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acceptable present to the sultan at Constan-

tinople. Ouly one of the beys, whose name
was Amim, i1s understood to have escaped
the massacre in Cairo. Being detained by
business, he was too late to oecupy his pro-
per place in the procession, ard te only ar-
rived at the citadel at the mement when the
troops were passing the gate. He waited
till they had entered the fatal passage, in-
tending to join bis own body ; but seeing the
gate shut sudc denly, and hearing, alimost im-
medmtelJ alter, tne discharze of fire-arms,
he put spurs to his horse and galloped out




