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This short
Roman Catholic bookshops of Italy,
for the people, is sufficient to
to the needs of a large natior the supply is. But to this must |
added the fact that no Society or organization of any kind exig
for disseminating the Scriptures at large amongst the peop
There are, in the Roman Catholic Church, associations and brothe
hoods without number for all kinds of purposes, but as yet I ha
been unable to find any trace of a Society, a scheme, or an effc
of any kind, for placing the Word of (God in the hands of ti
people to read and study it. To this, no doubt, must be attribute
the fact that the editions I bave named have but an infinitesim:
circulation. We were told at the Archiepiscopal bookstore i
Milan, the best in Italy, that they did not sell in a year more tha
100 copies of the smaller edition of the Gospels and Acts; indee

the whole stock was offered to our Milan depositary at a larg
discount,

of editions of the Secriptuy

The above facts prove conclusively that the impre

3 s8ion now pre
vailing in certain circle

s in England, viz. that:the Roman Catholi
Church has now ‘made sufficient provision for the circulation o
the Word of God in Italy, is a completely mistaken one
Unhappily such is very far from being the case. The Bib!
Societies (ours and the Scottish National) are stiil alone in th
field, with what little can be done by the Italian Evangelical
Churches and private Christians. If it were not for the continual
and devoted exertions of our colperteurs, very few Italians
especially amongst those that live away from large towns, woull
ever know what the Bible is and teaches as to the way
salvation.

We may therefore conclude that the time
our Society to retire from Italy, as it has !
another country, because the impulse it had given to Bible distriby
tion had acted beneficially on the native Christians and awakenei

them to a sense of their duty to take vp the work for themselves
All we have succeedqi ’so far, is in CI'TGreating amongst a certail
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