THE FIRST ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

MISSIONARY SOCIETY,

UNDER THE DIRECTION O}

The Bible Christan Confevence - Canady,

FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE, 1857.

« After that, in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God
by the foolishness of Preaching to save them that believe,”—1 Cor. 1: 21.

In the year 1831, at the request of some members of the Bible Christian
Church, who had emigrated thither from Lng]dnd the English Conference
sent thexr first \Ilasmn‘uy to Canada. The entire \hshumar\ receipts of the
Parent Society for that year did not amount to £105 sterlln'r Av this time
there were nine Home Mission Stations, and a debt on the bouet) of above
£66. Under these circumstances, the sending of two Missionaries to Ameri-
ca,—one to Prince Edward Isl'.m«l, and the other to this Province, must be
regarded as a bold act on the part of the officers of the Society. Two years
after this, Bro. J. H. Eynon was stationed in Canada, and 30 persons only
are reported as belonging to the Bible Christian, Church in the Province.
Truly this was a day of small things, but He who “ hath chosen weak things
of the world to confound the things which are mighty,” deigned to bless the
means employed, and from that time till now, the Bible Christian cause in
Canada has been growing and spreading.

The affairs of this Society continued under the direction of the Conference
and Missionary Committee in England, until the Conference of 1854, when
arrangements were made for the Connouon in Canada to manage thoxr own
affairs, and hold a separate Conference. This alteration took place at the
request of the friends in Canada; not that they had any desire to separate
from the Home Connexion—~for this never entered their thoughts; but from
circumstances arising out of the gxowmg interests of the Connexion in this
country, which rendeud it very inconvenient, not to say inconsistent with the
liberal church polity of the Connexion, for so large a portion of its ministers
and members to be entirely subject to foreign legislation,
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