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HAL. OF SHELLS

Under Pressure of Thousands
of Troops, Germans
Cross Marne.

‘GAINS ARE NEGLIGIBLE
‘ i ive Enemy Back

P

i "at Fossoy and Take

Prisoners.

By the Asscciated Press.

: battlefronts
4'-f‘n;ty-m miles in length.

HE expected renewal of the Ger-

A man offensive in France has be-

gun. Fierce battles are in progress
on both sides of the famous cathedral
‘oity of Rheims, which since the last
Offensive along the Marne has stood,
' Rhe apex of a sharp salient into the
Uerman line.

" West of Rheims the Germans under
the pressure of large numbers of
_troops, the unleashing of which was
preceded by a veritable hafl of high

. explosive and gas shells, have been

enabled to cross the Marne at several
laces. East of the city, however,
ey have been held for the smallest
gains by the tenaclous resistance of
the defenders of the line.  Altogether
the two aggregate “about

troops are fighting vali-

' @ntly on the sectors they have been
_ holding, and at two points have met

notable success. At Vaux they

§h alone broke down a violent at-

ick by the enemy, but drove him back
geveral hundred yards, and only re-
turned to their former positions when
ihe advanoce of the Germans southeast
of Chateau Thierry, across the Marne,
made the reoccupation of  their
‘trenches of strategic value.

-Along the Marne, between the Town
pf Fossoy and the River Surmelin,
where the . Germans crossed the
Marne, the Americans in a strong
counter-attack forced back the enemy
10 the right bank of the stream. At
other points along the river they used

‘to the greatest advantage their ma-
c¢hine guns against ememy elements
which were crossing the river .on
pontoon bridges, killing or wounding

¢ sany of them. In the counter-attack

near Fossoy between 1,000 and 1,500
prisoners were taken by the Ameri-
cans. The French general in com-
mmand on this sector sent a congratu-
fatory message to the general in com-
mand of the American troops. 3
' The Germans, in addition to their
kremendous expenditure of explosive
Eund gas shells used numerous tanks
Bgainst the lines of the defenders and
also opened with numerous naval
guns bombardments of towns and
cities far behind the battle line, drop-

g upon them shells from 10 and

2-inch pieces. s
! The details of the strategic scheme
hhe Germans have in view have not
pet been unfolded. It seems appar-
ent, however, that the main objective
in the first stages of the offensive ‘is
fthe throwing of their lines southward
on both sides of Rheims, enveloping
khat city and forcing its capitula-
tion. The gaining of the southern
bank of the Marne and the straight-
gning out eastward of their Dbattle
fine toward Verdun also may
be in the program of the German
high command. Success in these
movements would be of great stra-
tegic value to the Germans i it is
fintended by them ul‘imately to at-
gempt to drive on te Paris.

While the Germans are making
their drive in the south, the British,
mround Ypres, are pecking away at
the German lines with success as re-
gards ‘he gaining ground and the
taking of prisoners; e French and
Jtalians in Albania a keeping up
their uspectacular drive against the
Austrians, al rench and Ita-
Yians in the mountain region of the
Jtalian theatre daily are harassing
£he enemy with patrol attacks of con-
Biderarle violence and bombard-
jents. In 4he few instances where
e Austrians in this region lately
1‘?"“‘ tried to take strategic positions
ey, have met with almos: Instant
repubse. In Palestine Turkish and
German troops penetrated British po-
Bition# north of Jericho, but almost
bmmiediately were ejected with the
1088 of more ‘han 500 men made pri-
woner, lincluding 260 Germanz.
";","'h and American troops are

10w i0 control of the entire Murman
€048t in northern Russia, according
::«,1:::”“"&1 advices. It is thru this

" Ty that it is hoped ul‘imately
rrc"‘:drald to Russia by way of the
i o Dceon.  In  violent fighting
Trumil "> Bolshevik troops in middle
ussld. Czecho-Slovak forces have
:?-‘.v}ured the imporiant commercial

v Ot {azan. which lies om, the

sy ,
:':"" River, 430 miles cast of Mos-

,“mm’l‘l‘:ﬁ'," Room
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“Holding Their Own”’

Best That Can Be

Betore German

Effort Has Reached Full Development---
Elements Fight Against Enemy.

ment,

southwest.

they usually count.

o_pengtionl.

For once the Germans are not favored by the elements.
overcast, the weather is unsettled,

Paris, July 15.—The allies continue to hold their own, according to
the latest advices received here toxight, along the battle front in France,
and that is the most and the best that can be expected in so early a stage
of the offensive, before the German effort has reached its full develop-

The sky is
and, most important, the wind is

This is a vital gain for the defence, for it makes it difficult,
it not impossible, for the Germans to make extensive use of gas, on which
Cohesive action is out of the question when troops
are muzzled for long hours with masks.
,ordou. and each man is thrown on his own resources. As a result, weight
of numbers, which is always on the side of the attacking army at the
beginning, becomes the deciding’ factor. :

Another advantage which the allies have had in this offéasive is that
the attack was expected exactly where it was delivered.
sidered logical, even unavoidable, that Von Gallwitz’s army, the only one
not used in this year’s offensive, should be chosen to carry out these

Officers cannot commumicate

It was con-

SMASHING BLOW BY FRENCH
'SHATTERS ENEMY OFFENSIVE

» Advance, for Time Bein at Least, is
Held Up on the Right o?stl;lund ,

in the Marne.

staff.

With the American Army on the Marne, July 15.—The German pri-
soners captured in the counter-attack by the Americans at the bend of the
Marne unmber between 1,000 and 1,500. They include a complete brigade

The fighting continues with fierce intensity in this distriet, while the
battle rages with equal ferocity on the right, where the French are re-
ported to have delivered a smashing blow against the enemy,
section of the battle front it appears that the German offensive, at least for
the time being, has been badly shattered.

The Americaqs now command the river front at the bend. At the left
of the bend, the famous German tenth division has made repeated attempts
all day to cross, but all assaults have been smashed by the splendidly
directed re of the gunners, and not a single German had succeeded in got-
ting over at this point up to 9 o’clock tonight.

From this

SIGH BAISH G
0N LINE OF SOMME

Local Attack Advances Positions
in  Neighborhood of
Villers-Bretonneux.

London,_ July 15.—Another attack
by the British troops in the neighbor-
hood of Villers-Bretonneux.today re-
sulted in a slight advance of the line,
according to the official communica-
tion issued by the war office this
evening. Enemy troops to the number
of 328 were taken in the fighting at
Ridge Wood Sunday.

The text of the
says:

“This morning we again advanced
our lines slightly in the neighborhood
of Villers-Bretonneux and drove off a
party of the enemy which attacked
one of our posts.

“The total number of prisoners
taken in yesterday’s operations at
Ridge Woo dis 328. -

“On the remainder of the British
front there is nothing of special in-
terest to report.”

communication

AUSTRIANS SURPRISED
BY FRENCH IN ITALY

Rome, July 15.—The following offi-
Italian war office today:

tachments carried out two
attacks into the enemy’s lines at Ber-
tigo and Zocchi. Our detachments
broke into the enemy’s lines north of
Monte di Val Bella. A few prisoners
were taken. Enemy reconnoitring
parties have been active between the
slopes of Sasso Rosso and the Brenta
River.

“A new German afttack attempted
at Cornone was repulsed. North of
Monte Grappa and in the Montello
zone during the day and night the ar-
tillery activity has been lively.

“Six hostile airplanes have .been
! downed.”

| Important Sessi®n Takes
cial communication was issued by the |

“On the Asiago plateau French de- |
surprise |

POINTS IN BELGIUM
BOMBED BY "BRITISH

London, July 15.—The official state-
ment on aerial operations issued to-
night says’

“On the mor=zizg of July 14, our air-
planes completed  several reconnais-
sances and carried out much ob

Germans Co i, sly Upset
by Counter-Attack South
of the Marne.

s 2 :
MANY PRISONERS TAKEN

Enemy's Dead ‘ d Are Piled
High on Banks of
River.

With the American Army on the
‘Marne, July 15—A strong American
counter-attack south of the river bend
completely upset the Germans, who
broke in retreat. The American troops
drove the enemy bafk -ajl the way to
the railway skirting the Marne in the
region southwest of Jaulgonne, This
position is now being held.

In the counter-attack many prison-
ers were taken., . They included a ma-
jor, two captains and four hundred]
men, so far counted. )

The French general commanding the
group of armies on this sector sent
a congratulatory message this after-
noon to the American neral ocom-
manding the forces w beat - back
the enemy,

‘At five o'clock this evening the
Gormnl were heavily shelling the
American Zorces, but were getting
ghell for shell in return, and their

The Vaux, district is comparatively
calm now. On the 'American right
heavy fighing is in progress.

American: machine gunners -along
the river assisted materially in break-
ing up the early Boche plans, for
they stuek 'to their post and poured
deadly streams of bullets into - the
enemy, and only withdrew when their
guns were 80 hot .‘hat they could
not be fired. One group of machine
gunners happened to be in a place
where the Germans were anxious {o
erect a bridge, but their efforts were
fruitiess. The American bullets piled
up the German dead on the opposite
side of the river every time ‘he ene-
my started to cross,

Nine-Mile Objective.

The Germans southwest of Jaul-
gonne this morning crossed the river
with a rush, and promptly started tod
fight their way to the south, having
as their objective a point about mine
miles distant. The Americans and
French held up this advance to such
an extent that two hours after the
time set by the ememy for reaching
his objective, he was still far away
from it.

While fighting in the open continued
beroically, the counter-attack was or-

ya-
tion for our artillery.

“The afternoon was wet and stormy.
The sidings at Roulers, ammunition
dumps at Warneton and Bapaume,
docks at Bruges and dredging parties
at Zeebrugge were heavily bombed.

“Nine hostile machines were brought

down and three balloons were shot
down in flames. Five of our machines
are missing.”

AGREEMENT SIGNED
TO EXCHANGE CAPTIVES

London, July 15,—A despatch to the
Exchange [Telegraph from .Amsterdam
says the Holland News Bureau announces
that the agreement between Great Bri-

' tain and (Jermany for the exchange of

prisoners /'was signed Sunday at The
Hague, and will be submitted to both
governments for ratification.

The despatch adds that the agreement

includés a number of provisions regard-
il;f,(he treatment of prisoners, and set-
tfes the lot of interned prisoners in Hol-
land and Switzerland,

BORDEN AT CONFERENCE

Place Be-
tween Lioyd George and War
Cabinet Members

Jondon, July 15.—Sir Robert Bor-
den was present today-at a conference
between Lloyd George and some
members of the war cabinet. It lasted
several hours- Important matters
were under consideration. The King
today received Premiers Norris, Stew-
art and Martin.

PARIS SHELLED AGAIN.

London, July 15.—The bombardment
of Paris with the German long-range
guns began again this afternoon ac-
cording to an Exchange Telegraph
dupctcl; from the Fremch ecapital,

sanized. Light artillery was hurried
into position. It concentrated a heavy
fire at short range, and when this fire
had ceased, the infantry dashed from
rover and met the oncoming Boche,
Machine gunners moved forward,
and lying prone—on the ground poured
a stream of Pullets into the enemy.
The fierceness of the firc brought the
Germans up “short. ‘\%/ﬂbul‘! not
face the steel “and, wltatlngly at

first, finally broke fell back.

i Within three hours the Americans had

driven them 21-2 miles to the Marne.

TURKATTACK FALS
N A OF JORDA

British Take Over Five Hundred
Prisoners in Repulsing Enemy
in Palestine.

London, July 15.—Turkish troops on
Saturday night attacked the British
positions in Palestine commanding the
crossings of the Jordan and on the
ridgks north of Jericho. In the ridge
region, the war office announced today,
the British completely restored by a
counter-attack the positions that had
been penetrated. More than 500 pri-
soners were taken.

The text of the statement reads:

“On Saturday night enemy attacks
developed against our positions cover-
ing the passages of the Jordan and on
the Abu Tellul ridges north of Jericho,
Our positions about Abu Tellul, at first
penetrated, werc entirely restored by a
counter-attack by Australians and New
Zealanders.

“More than 500 prisoners were taken.
including 260 Germans. By nightfall,

510 prisomers had been counted.”

JULY 16 1918

Only ' German Gains Worth
Mentioning Are on
Narrow Front.

FOCH KNEW OF ATTACK

Enemy Seems to Have Lost
His Punch Since Last
Attempt.

ONDON,” July 15.~The great
German attack was definitely

held up on the whole front east of
Rheims, five hours after it was
daunched, according to the latest ad-
 vices reaching London, and the only
German gains worth mentioning were
in the neighborhood of the Souain
road and Prunay, where they suc-
ceeded in penetrating for about one
-and on-half miles on a narrow front.
At both these points the French imiti-
morning. !

“On the front west of Rheims, the
Germans had:| rather more success,

crossing of the Marne, and a Zone a
Mttle more than a mile beyond on a

in_this district s only a smadl giver;
#t is shallow, and can easily be croes-
ed in the early monrifig mists. s
loss to the allies, however, deprives
them of a fairly valuable defensive
landmark. v

Wholesale Bombardment.

The battle began with a whoilesale
bombardment - inaugurated about mid-
night along the whole front from
Chateau Thierry to Massiges, except
'for a narrow sector around Rheims.
This intensified bombardment of the
French lines with the usual accom-
paniment of trench mortars by the
thousands was also reinforced by a
long_range bombardment of thé back
areas on a scale greater than ever

L&
Theretofore attempted. This back area

pombardment was systematically &-
rected along the line of Chalons, Mont-
mirail and La Ferte-sous-Jouyarre, and
the map shows that this line is located
from twelve to eighteen miles behind
the French front. This is evidence that
long-range guns of the most powertul
and far-féaching wvariety must have
been used in numbers greater than ever
before.

The bombardment lasted until 4.30
o'clock. Then came the German at-
tack, launched at dawn under the cover
of the morning mists, which are par-
ticularly heavy in the Marne valley.
The French communications, however,
were well maintained thruout the
morning and news of German pene,
trations here and there came thru
promptly to the general staff, enabling
proper dispositions of the reserves o
be made, rapidly and accurately.

Germans Lose Punch

The general view of the men who
watched the progress” of the battle
from afar was that the Germans have
lost some of their punch since their
last big attempt, for nowhere did the
present attack gain the sweeping suc-
cess which their previous efforts yleld-
ed them.

By mid-aftérnoon the entente mili-
tary experts were actually feeling op-
timistic, altho the danger was not yet
over. But it was evident that the
first big rush had failed to yjeld the
Germans anything ljke the results
which might have been expected. One
reason probably iz that the attack
this time had no element of surprise,
for General Foch knew of the German
intention daye in advance and the
Prench - made their plans for it last
week.

Pven in the main region where the
Germans made their most important
gain, they have not reached the high
ground south of the Marne, which is
strategicaily very important,

In their previous attacks the Ger-
mans used one division to each mile
of front, hence it is estimated that
they are uwsing at least sixty divisions
in the present operations, which would
mean between 700,000 and 800,000

men. 3

ated strong counter-attacks late in the |

frontiof about ten miles. The Marne |

l

wm wlugzé,cgzgw, AVlo‘ )

" VOL. XXXVIll.—No. 13,761 TWO CENTS ,

20,000 feet. Will divide.
R it Gaod Horags:

mﬂ on. Apply

“H. H. WILLIAMS & CO.
East Main 5450

bullding. Will hold

Counter-Attacks R’estérin
Ground Lost in First

HOPED
CATHEDRAL CITY

cinity of Rheims Because of
French Barrier.

On the French Front in France,
July 165.~The reason the German in-
fantry did not attack in the vicinity
of Bheims probably was because the
German crown prince, whose armies
are bearing the brunt of the offen-
sive, hoped by attacking each flank
to “urn the strong positions surround-
ing the cathedral city.

The extension of the enemy”s line
of attack to the eastern limits of the
Champagne seems possibly an  en-
deavor 40 secure his right flank and
to a‘tract entente reserves from other
parts of the front to that battle-
ground. /

The French opposed a firm barrier
to any advance in ¢hat direction, al-
tho the ground in many places was
well wuited “o the use of tanks.

but the only impertant gain tow
credit for the morning’s work was the|

May Keep G.N.W. Men
at Work. '

Ottawa, July 15—~Subsequent to a
conference between members of the
cabinet council and members of the
railway war board, which lasted un-
til shortly before 11 o'clock “onight,
the announcement was made that the
war board on the recommendation of
the government will offer to all rafl-
way employes in Canada the ¢erms of
the McAdoo award as it s‘ands now
and as it may be amended at a later
date. It is believed that this offer
will be accepted and that the threat-
ened #‘rike of the Railway Federated
Trades will be averted. TBe mem-
bers of the war board returned to
Montreal at a late hour tonight where
con‘erences will be resumed domor-
row,

Contrary to the general expectation,
there was no settlement tonight of the

Western Telegraph Company and its
employes. ]

During the day the representatives of
the company offered to reinstate the
two employes whose dismissal led to
the trouble and to have an inquiry
made into the matter, The proposal
was not acceptable to the men at the
present stage of the dispute, aitho it
would have been acceptable earlier.
The men claim that officials of the
company have stated that
would be tantamount to dismissal and
that, in view of this statement they
could not agree to the proposal made
today.

At a late hour tonight Senator
Robertson sent a telegram to the head-
quarters of the telegraphers’ union,
Toronto, giving an assurance that the
government would guarantee that any
!Inqufry held is fair and impartial. It
| is hoped that this offer will prevent a
| walk-out of operators on Tuesday
morning, and at least delay until fur-
ther negotiations can take place.

(See page 2.)

AVIATOR DROWNED .
| IN DESERONTO MISHAP

!

Deseronto, Ont. July 15.—~14eut, C. J.
Humphreys was drowned as the result
of a flying accident about 12.30 p.m.
today. The machine fell in the water
{of Long ‘- Reach Channel
| Deseronto and Picton.

i Lieut. Humphreys’ father, Charles J.
! Hymphreys, lives at 924 Selkirk
avenue, Victoria, B.C.

TURN FRENCH ?Amenan Troops Are Given

Crown Prince Did Not Attack in VI-{

Assurance by Wt |

between |-

2thsf in all the

PR R

Credit for Driving Back
- the Germans.

ITALIANS ALSO ASSIST

East of Rheims the Enemy
Meets an Irreducible
- Defence.

ARI1S, Ju)y 15~In the desperate
fighting which is reported in the
official communication from the war
office tonight, the American troope are
given the credit for driving back the
Germans who had sugceeded in cross-
ing the Marne southwest of Fossoy.
In the long eector between Dormans

if City is Agreeable Will
‘nvw'm
Take Time to Build,

difficulty between the Great North |of

J. R. Ambrose,

Toronto Terminal Railway Company,
said the labor question was a prob-
lem at the present time as they had
only 260 men on their construction
staff, while there were openings for
probably 400. They are just com-
mencing the installation of the water-
system, the plumbing and the wiring
of the buillding. 'When this is finished
then the partitions will be construct~

inquiry | ed

LA e A
Germans W\mt\Q Advice of
Meteorologists for Favor-
able Skies.

: e s
Paris, July 15—~The German offen-
started ‘g's morning, had
;‘::r; ::L‘Iﬂ:sp for nv’m days because
the German metéorological experts had
advised the high army command that
the bad weather prevailing would soon
end and conditions would be much
more favorable for the attack, This
statement was made today by an
American army officer whose rank ac-
cords him the right to speak with

previous
tenxives, the weather has been faver,_

able for the operations of Lhe enamy.

-
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