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THE GLORY OF THE TRENCHES 137
More Uun haJf of the bravery at the Front is

due to our love of the folki we have left behindWere proud of them; we want to give them
reaion to be proud of us. We want them to
•hare our ipirit. and we dont want to let thrm
down. The finest reward Ivc had since I be-
came a soldier was when my father, whod come
over from America to spend my ten days' leave
with me m London, saw me oflf on my journey
back to France. I recalled his despair when I
had first enlisted, and compared it with what
happened now. We were at the pier-gates
where we had to part. I said to him, " l( you'
knew that I was going to die in the next month,
would you rather I stayed or went?" "Much
rather you went." he answered. Those words
made me feel that I was the son of a soldier
even if he did wear mufti. One would have to
play the game pretty low to let a father like that
down.

When you come to consider it, a quitter is al-
ways a selfish man. It's selfishness that makes aman a coward or a deserter. If he's in a danger-
ous place and runs away, all he's doing is think-
ing of himself.

I've been supposed to be talking about God Aswe bee Him. I don't know whether I haveAs a matter of fact if you had asked me. when


