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OftcT Ibine general remarks on God's vifitation of fin-

ful nations, and the manner in which he vifits them.
2. I fhall notice feveral traits in our national character

which go to fhow, that we are fuch a nation as has juft rea-
fon to dread the righteous vifitations of heaven.

1ft. I am to make fome general remarks on Gv)d*s vifita-

tion of iinful nations,and the manner in which he vifits them.
When mention is made in the facred oracles, of G.^d's vifit-

ing either an individual or a nation, the term is not always to
be underftood in the fame fenfe. The term to vifit is indif.

criminately applied to acts of judgment and of mercy. In
many inftanccs it means the fame as the performance of a
mercy promifed, but in others it means the inflidion of a pre-
vioufly threatened judgment. The places of fcripture in
which the term is ufed in both thefe fenfes are too numerous
to particularize. A few however may be briefly noticed.—
God ivill surely visit you ; (i. e. in order to perform the mercy
promifed to your Fathers, in delivering you out of this land)
and ye shall carry up my bonesfrom hence^ fays dying Jofeph to
his liirrounding brethren. What is man that thou shouldst visit

him every morning ? fays Job. God of hosts look down from
Heaven, and visit this vi?ie and the vineyard which thine own right
hand hath planted. - visit me with thy salvation Pfalmift.
Ihe coming of Chrift is alfo called a vifitation and redemp-
tion of Goij's people. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,for he
hath visited and redeemed his people.'^Luke 1, Ixviii. The day
springfrom on high hath visited «i.—-Ver. vxxviii. But in many
places God's vifiting a people is the fame with his inflifting a
threatened punifhment. I the Lord am a jealous God, visiting
the iniquities of the Fathers upon the Children, fays Jehovah him-
fclf. And again. In the day when I visit, I will visit tk ir sin
upon them. He vifits his people's iniquities with a rod, and
then- tranfgreilions with Itripes. All afflictive difpenfations of
providence, whether more or lefs fevere, may be confidered
as God's vifitations. It plainly appears, from its connedion
with vengeance, that this is the fenle of vifiting in the text.
It was a correclion, and one of the fevereft kind, which was
threatened.

The way-i in which God vifits offending nations, either for
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