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CHAPTER I.

General vinw of French Colonization-Voyagos of Jacques Curtier-HochclaaaRoberval's Vov«.„-Samuel Cluunpla.n's' N^ovaKe-'jem.ita sent to Canafa--Cornpany o .New France-Death of Cha,n,;iam-IU' .iou.s Inst tutlo .TiiCanada-]; ailure o the Company of New Franco-llivuT claims of the l-] -ghsl and h rench- roquois and Al.o,K,„in8-Mar.,nis d' Argenson appo -
cd Governor-Cond.t.on of the Colonies-Connt di Frontenac-DiacovS ofthe Mississippi-Discovery of the mouth of the Mississippi.

^
During the fifteenth and a greater part of the sixteenth

century, the i)rincipal nionarchs of Europe devoted their en-
terprise to the discovery of new worlds. Now, the energies
of mankind are employed in their colonization, Tlie ItaUau
states, and especially the Republics of Venice and Genoa,
the Portuguese and the Spaniards, France and England, cm-
barked in the project of exploration. The design of the ad-
venturers was to aggrandize themselves by founding new
empires, and their motive was the love of gain and doininion.
A spirit of adventure kindled the more active youth of those
states, who were employed in the study of navigation and the
kindred sciences. They burned with zeal to traverse vast
and trackless oceans, stretching away thousands of miles
toward unknown coasts, which their fhncy had painted in
glowing colors as a second Eden

; and to plant the banners
of their country upon shores adorned with the richest scene-
ry, whose caves were encrusted with gems, whose streams
glided over beds of silver, and where the rocks were based
on solid gold. Monarchs and subjects, nobles and priests,
sailors, artisans, soldiers, and nuns, Ircely gave their patrona<re
or individual service to the great work. Columbus and the
Cabots, Gaspar de Cortcreal, Giovanni Verazzano, and other
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