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doubt shudders at the comparative misery and bar-

barity of these poor people; but those who have

seen the degraded Bushmen or Hottentots of South

Africa, the miserable Patanles of Malayia, the Fue-

gians or Australians of our southern hemisphere,

and remember the comparative blessings afforded by

nature to those melancholy specimens of the human

family, will, I think, exclaim with me, that the Es-

quimaux of Greenland arc as superior to them in

mental capacity, manual dexterity, physical enter-

prise, and social virtues, as the Englishman Is to the

Esquimaux.

The strongest— Indeed, I am assured, the only —
symptom of the advantage of religious instruction

perceptible in the Greenlander, over lils North Ame-

rican brethren, is in the respect they show for the

marriage tie, and strong affection for their children.

The missionary, with this race, appears to have few

difficulties to contend with : naturally gentle, and

without any strong superstitious prejudices, they re-

ceive without resistance the simple creed of Reformed

religion, which he has spread amongst them ; and the

poor Esquimaux child sends up its prayers and

thanksgiving, in the words taught us by our Saviour,

as earnestly and confidently as the educated offspring

of Englishmen.

An old man, whom I pressed to accompany me as

pilot to the Island of Disco, declined under the plea


