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refuge among thofe Indians, in order to avoid th<
perfecution and ill ufage of their countrymen, and
being kindly received, were in a m'anner incorpo-

rated with them. -> .'•

Through this intermixture, the Indians became
more expert in military matters, and of courfe more
formidable : but unhappily for the character of the

Refugees, many cruelties which they could not pre-

vent, were committed by the Indians in thafe ex-

peditions wherein they bore a part, and were often

by their incenfcd countrymen attributed to their in-

fligation, or laid dircdlly to their charge.

The determination was now taken by Congrcfs,

totally to deftroy this Indian nation. No other mea-
fure appeared fufficicnt to give fecurity to the fet-

tlements on the frontiers ; where the inhabitants had
lived in conflant alarm ever iince the beginning of

hoftilities ; and had lofl all acTtivity in the profecu-

tion of their domeftic improvements.
The intelligence of the preparations that were

making againft them, was received by the Indians

with great courage and firmnefs. They refolved to

a(^upon this occafion with the utmoft boldnefs and

ipirit. Tliey collected all their ftrength ; and march-
ed with all fpccd to thofe parts, where they expedted

the Americans would begin their operations, in or-

der to anticipate them, and feize thofe pafles of

. which the polfeffion would enable them to a<ft with

advantage. •
^

They took accordingly a! ftrong pofition in the

moll woody and mountainous part of the coimtry ;

which they fortified with great judgment. They
railed a breall-work in their front, of large logs of

woad, extending half a mile. Their right was co-

vered by a river, and their left by a hill of difficult

accefs. In this pofturc they waited the approach

•f the Amu'ican army.
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