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All depends here on the special application of the

truth being verily by God. What is plainly written

in the Bible I know to be of God. But I have not

the same ground for saying that the suggestion to

my mind, and the application to my case, of what is

written, is of God; and on these depends tlie good-

ness of the information, which, in this instance, I

think T pos?ess regarding the mind of the Lord,

Verily the Lord can give an assurance of this. He
can so impress a soul with His authority, He may so

disclose the treasures of His grace, and may so help

one to appropriate what the word conveys to him,

that there is no room leffc for doubting. But the

man cannot fall back on this again, when misgivings

arise, as he can on the direct teaching of Scripture

regarding the way of salvation. So much depends,

in the former case, on his own discernment, on his

spirituality o' mind, oi^ his iiearness to God, and on

his sensitiveness to God's dealinjrs with his soul, that

he feels a vast difference between the hope of ever-

lasting salvation, founded on the call of the Gospel,

f'iid the hope of a particular result in tliis life,

founded on a word of promise, which seemed to have

come from the Lord.
*

Still greater is the uncertainty of the information

which, he thinks, the Lord has given him, regarding

the pi'ospects of othere for wIkhu he was pleading in

prayer. He cannot, in this cjise, claim, as a j)romise

given to himself in Christ, tlie word which has been

suggested to his mind. He cannot now, when afraid

to receive the word as from God, fall baok dn his

warrant to receive Christ, and embracing Him anew
in Gosj)el oftbr, approach, on the ground of His right,
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