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Crammnr Srhoo/s. Tim point of separation Ix'twccn (ii'animar

Sfliuol ('(liiciition and Coll«'<^i;it<? (.'diKiiitioii (li'torniiiics tlu» cIianK^tcr

of l)t)tli. If tlio (Jollc^^iiito (vlncation coniinciiccH at a low Htandai'd,

itH character, ut t!u3 end of i\u) four years, will l>o (;orreKpondiii{^Iy

low. If it comincnees ut ii hi^'h Htaiidard, its <'Iiaracter at the end
of four yearn will bo pnjportionally liig'li. If, on llio other hand,
th(! tmininution of (IraniiM.ir Scln)ol education Ix? I(»w, the character

and iniportaniu; of the; School must Hiid; uccordin;^ly. JJiit if the

terndnation of (iraniniar School education 1)0 hi^h, tlu; charact(!r

and importance of th(! fJratnniar School will bo [)ro{)orti()iiabIy

elevated, Tlu; ntandard of adinis.sion to tht; lltdvcM'sity therefore,

advocated by Mr. Lan^tiU* and Dr. Wilson, invohc.-i not ouiy tho

character of thu University education, as I have shown in this

discussion, but also tho character and interests of tho (Iraniinar

Schools; and in advocatinj^ a hij:,'h standard of admission to tho

Univ(!rsity, I am at tho sanm time advocatin;^ what is most im-

portant to th(! just ri;^'hts and b(\st interests of tho (Jrammar Schools.

One reason assi<^-n(3d by tho Queen's Irish Univ(!rsity (Commissioners

for c.stablishin,LV and maintaining a hi^s^h standard of admission

to the Cineen's CoUej^'e in Ireland, is its '• iidluence u[)onthe <.';eneral

standard of Grannnar Schoi>l education throug-liout the country."

And Akchuisiioi' NVjiatiu.v, in reconunending" to tin; Oxford Universitj'

Comnussioners a hi;^'h prelindnary examination before adnussion to

the University, urg-ed it not only as tho best means of improvinf^'

University education (as I have (juoted above) and preparing- tho

way for the extension of University studies, but also pressed it

upon the /ground of its salutary intluencc upon Grammar St-hools,

even in Engdand. He says—" The introduction of a preliminary

Exandnatittn would bo an uiestlmahlc. stimulus to Srhoih. They would
then become more what schools ought to be, and the University

would, instead of being' a School (and a very poor one), become a
real University." If such a remark would apply to Eng;land, where
both the Grammar Schools and tho Universities are so much above
ours, with how much more force may it api)ly to Canada ? How
cruel, then, is the blow that 3Ir. Lang'ton and Dr. Wilson have in-

ilicted upon the Grammar School education of the country by depress-

ing* it to the extent of the best year of ita work, whiie they have
0(iually depressed the character and efRciency of University Col-

leg'o, convertiuf^ it into a Grammar School, and as Archbishop
Whately says, " a very poor one," to do that year's Grammar Scool

work, and consequently do one year less of its own proper work I

For more than forty years tho Grammer Schools were the jiigbcst

educational institutions of our country ; and during that time, they pro-

duced a class of men that have as yet never had their equals in this

country, whether (not to fpeak of the pulpit) at the Bar, in the Legislature,

or on the Bench, besides many others. Charles and Jones Jones,

John S. Cartwright, Robert Baldwin, Marshall S. Bidwell, Christopher

Hagerman, Sir James Macaulay, Sir John Robinson, have as yet luvd no
equal in their day (whether among University graduates from abroad or

at home) ; and it remains to bo .'seen whether they will have any equals


