
OR. KOLPH^I SPKKCir. IX

by tliu ruirtilnrily uf tlieir niantiorA, to suftoii tliu

luejmlices uiilciluiiiutl iigaiiml llioui."

Tlio late of Suollaiid tins been the recciil fate

«'f Upper Canada. Tho pt'ojilo liavo ever Iktii

aveiae to ttiH L-stalili.slitnoiit ol a (lotiiiiiant i;litir(li

with any pucMiliar i)rivile>^cs or eiiilnwtnents tmrn
till- (Jovtntimcnt. Tliuy have earni'Hily iind lo-

pealodly prayed a'jain.sl it by pelitioiiH to tliti

Kinyf, numerously si^'nod, In many years pii.sl
;

and tliis ilire<:t expression ot ihrir aliiio.-l nnani-
luous desire, lias lioen seconded by tiieir lei'ie-

t-eiilalives in Itiis House, in .-nceessive I'arlia-

nionls. Vet recently the united wishes of the

neople iiavo been painlnlly ami alarniiiiL'ly vio-

lated by foieibly e^tablislli||y ainoii:;;sl lUeni, in

Scoleii fashion, the veiy I'ipiscopal aseendaney
they have depiecated. Killy-seven recloiies have
ill open delianuu of iiiiiv(.Msal sentiment, been
erected within our borders, richly eiiiiowi I, and
aniii'il with exclusive eceie^iastieal and >|niitual

riu;lils and privile^ies; while witli similar d -li-

ance, clergy reserves are s(jld under an I'liMJisli

net ol I'ailiainenl passed wilhoul our knowledge
ami consent, to the amount of X'7n,()tJU, and thai

amount aL)slracled from onr iiripoverislieil land,

and paid into the military chest. This is despot-

ism as undeserved by Canada as it is unworthy
the parent state. We have not llie physical
stiengtii, if we had tlio moral couiai,'e of tlie

beotch, to resist the evil ; ami therefore necessily

'biay doom us to bow to wron;j;s, wliieh, because
of our weakness, it was ungenerous to inflict.

How keenly aio wo at this hour feeling the

scourge which has thus been visited upon us by
the ascendancy of the ehurcli which in Englaml
inaiiil.iiiis her ailuiterous union with the State.

Perhaps Providence may have in leservc for us
some uni(!en way of oseape from impending cor-
cuplion of religion, and wound of the tlcarest pii-

Tiieges of an outrageil dependency.
The piop;)sition of tlu? learned member for To-

ronto to divide thesis Ch'igy Reserves among a
Didect imnibi'rof churches is ('(inally, il'nol iimre,

objectionable than the devotion of them to oim.
Cpon what principle is this curious selection to

be made? Is it to be upon tlie pri.iciple of nu-
viericdl stri'iif^th? Yoa ininht as well lueasnre
a man's conscieni'c by his corporal dimensions !

Is it to be upon the principle of orthodoxy ? TIilmi

the learned gentleman must be the Piometliens
ol the House to draw (ire from Heaven to subject

t'le various creeds to its more than human test

ill the crucible of truth. Or will lie assume to

bo our IiKjiiisitor-Geneial, and with the aid of a
Select Cooiinittee summon the (Jhrislian com-
munity to answer his searching investigation ? It

would be a singular scene : only imauiiie it :

—

liKjuinilor.—Do you believe in the Trimly ? llil-

tuas.—Tliat word is not in the IJible, pi ay what
do yon mean by it? Inquixitnr.— I am not e\-

Sounding my fahh ; I am enquiring after yonrs.

yUncss.—My faith is between I and my fthiktr.

Inquisitm:—Report this contumacious fellow to

the Hon. House that he may be committed to the
teriible custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms. So
that we mi^ht at last arrive at that very physical

force, thoiiL'ht too lto-s fur tin- modem relinernent

of tliiise wiio iliiect llieir keeiiiT opetiitioim

atraiiiHt the s|<iritnal part ol inaii. \\'hy should
any be Htlntal f Why slKUiid .my be evclutled

It IS proposed, I uiider.-<laml, to limit thr disliibu-

tioii to tin; loin iinm ipli' thiirchcs, vi/.;— the 1'1«-

tablished Cliiii(di oi I'lnghiiid, tiie Roman Ca-
tiiolics, the Scoli'ii Kirk, and the Woicyan Me-
tiiodisls. It it i> just no loiiL,'(;r to exclude the
Ihiee last, it must be iinjnsl to contiiuie the ex-
elusion ol others. Liiniiii'r.ile as many icasfais as

yon please for the future ailmissiDii of any three

chnichi's, and each ol tlioite reasons will aliord an
appeal eiinally fuiciMe in behalf of the iieu'lect-

I'd ones. 'I'lie lour chnn'hes above inenliDiied

are <'iilled the principal or leadiiisr ones ; and ii

seems, they ,ire on tli:il ai-connl, inlilled to con-
siileralion. lint if they havi' arrived at their pre-
Miit imporlaiice without your aid, it is eviilenco,

the hesl evuleni'e too. oi their ability to main-
tain it. 'I'lie gii'at dillicnhies have heeii already

overcome. Under Piovideiice these Churciies

have becoiiu; organized, elleelive and evangeli-
cally inllueiilial. 'l"he\ iiavi! been iniill, certain-

ly not upon acts of I'ailiameiit, or Cleiiry Reser-
ves. 'J'he admi.-sion of them is not pretended
to lie upon the ground ol their poverty or weak-
ness, or from the fear they cannot prosper for the

next, as they iiave done for the past, 10 years.

Can a christian, then, put his hand on his heart

and say, that the proposeii extension of liio ec-

clesiastical wealth, is either nece.-sary or intend-

ed for the beiielit of cMuiches which have hereto-

fore been planted, watered, and m;itiued into

temporal independi'iice and spiritual prosperity,

with the alt sullieieiit aid of the divine blessing?

When Christianity was so didnsed through ail

conntries, as to be said " to (ill the world;" when
chrislians were "innumerable even in distant pro-

vinces ;" when, says Arnobins, " men of the

greatest gLMiius, orators, grannnarians, rhetori-

cians, lawyers and physicians," became converts,

in the face of pa'jfan threats, executions and tor-

tures ; when mankind was so universally eliris-

tiani/ed, that llieio leinained of thi- world only

a reiiinant for easy eompiest : wjien the ioree of

tnilh under the spirit and provideiici' of Heaven
hail gained this ascen<laiicy ; then Coiislantine of-

fered his alliance ami imperial favor. So, you

are the (^onstanlines of tht; day. Seeing that

eeitain chinches have lirnily taken root and
yrowii into treiieral christian consideiation and re-

sp.'ct, yon ol.trnile upon llieiii your Clergy Re-
seives and I'arliameiitary alliance. .'\s the

eliiireh under Coiistanliiie was corrupted and im-

paircul, .'<o will our religion droop under tlie pat-

ronaije with which you may overshadow it.

Yon ill bestow your parliamentary charity. It

is usual to iiive to the needy : but on this occa-

sion it is jiroposed to I'lirich those who hav<! al-

ready ei.iou;;h. The course pursued would ap-

pear more plausible, were aid propowd tur tlie

smallest ehnrclu^s whohC at^eand resources might

be con.-iilered a.s piesentiiiLr claims for support.

Hilt it is unaccountable conduct to pass oyer

those who least to those who mo.st want ! If in-


