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By fome, thcfe adls have been irtipfdperly called Review.

" A£li of punijhmtta" And wc are then afked, with _

an air of infult, ** What ! will you punifh without baiwcen

" a trial, without a hearing ?" And no doubt punifh-
J[,'Jf/^^„t

ment, whether ordinary or extraordinary ; whether •"<! Aft* of

by indi^mentf impeachment, or bill of attainder, fliould

be preceded by judicial examination. But, the adls

comprifed under this head are not a6ts of puniihment

}

they are, as we have called them, a£ts of ftlf-dtfenct*

And thefe are not, cannot be, preceded by any judicial

examination. An example or two will ferve to place

the difference between a6ls of puniihment and a£ls of

felf-defence in a ftronger light, than any definition

we can give* It has happened, that bodies cfmanu-

fadlurers have rifen, and armed, in order to compel

their mafters to increafe their wages : It has happened,

that bodies of peafants have rifen, and armed, in or-

der to compel the farmer to fell at a lower price. It

has happened, that the civil magiftrate, unable to re*

duce the infurgents to their duty, has called the mili-

tary to his aid. But did ever any man imagine, that

the military were fent to puni0i the infurgents ? It has

happened, that the infurgents have refifted the mili-

tary, as they had refifted the civil magiftrate : It has

happened, that, in confequence of this refiftance, fome

of the infurgents have been killed :—But did ever any

man imagine that thofe who were thus killed, were

therefore punijhed? No more can they be faid to be

puniihed, than could the incendiary, who (hould be

buried beneath the ruins of the houfe, which he had

fielonioufly fet on fire. Take an example yet nearer to

the prefent cafe. When the Duke of C amberland led

the armies of the king, fortign and domejiic, againft the

Rebels in Scotland, did any man conceive that he waf
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