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eodar, and the lower parts covered with

Siod grass, wo reached, on iho afternoon of

e 3d, the Uintah fort, a trading post hc-

longinir to Mr. A. Roubidcau, on the jirinci-

pal fork of the Uintah river. We found tlie

stream nc'ly as rapid and difTicult us the

Lake fork, divided into several channels,

which were too broad to be bridged. Willi

the aid of gnides from the fort, wo succeed-

ed, with very great difticully, in fording it

;

and encamped near the fon, which is situ-

ated a short distance above the Junction of

two branches which make the river.

By an immersion of the 1st sutcllrtc,

(agreeing well with the result of the occul-

tation observed at the Duchesne fork,) the

longitude of iho post is 109° 56' 42", the

latitude 40° 87' 45".

It has a motley garrison of Canadian and

Spanish engages and hunters, with the r.sual

number of Indian women. We obtained a

small supply of sugar and coffee, w'tti some
dried meat and a cow, which -..as a very

accepiable change from liie pinoli on which
we had subsisted for some weeks past. I

strengthened my party at this place by the

addition of Auguste Archambeau, an ex-

cellent voyageur and hunter, belonging to

ihe class of Carson and Godey.
On the morning of the 5th we left the

foit* and the Uintah river, and continued

our road over a broken country, which af-

forded, however, a rich addition to our bo-

tanical collection ; and, after a march of

25 miles, were again checked by another

stream, called Ashley's fork, where we
were detained until noon of the next day.

An immersion of the 2d satellite gave for

this place a longitude of 109° 27' 07", the

latitude by observation being 40° 28' 07".

In tha afternoon of the next day we suc-

ceeded in finding a ford ; and, after travel-

ling fifteen miles, encamped high up on the

mountain side, where we found excellent

and abundant grass, which we had not hith-

erto seen. A new species of elymus, which
had a purgative and weakening eifect upon
the animals, had occurred abundantly since

leaving the fort. From this point, by ob-

servation 7,300 feet above the sea, we had
a view of the Colorado below, shut up
amongst rugged mountains, and which is

the recipient of all the streams we had been
crossing since we passed the rim of the

Great Basin at ine head of the Spanish
fork.

On the 7th we had a pleasant but long

• This fort was attacked and taken by a

band of the Utah Indians oinco we pu^ed it

;

and the men of the garrison killed, the women
carried off. Mr. Roubideau, a trader of .St.

Louis, was absent, and bo escaped the fate of

th« rest

day's journey, through beautiful little val-

leys and a high mountain country, arrivinfl

about evening at the verge of a steep and
rocky ravine, by which we descended to

" Brown's holc.''^ This is a place well

known to trappers in the country, where iho

canons through which the Coloru'lo runs ex-

pand into a narrow hut pretty v.illey, about

sixteen miles in length. 'I'ho river was
several hundred yards in breadth, swollen

to the lop of its hanks, near to wliieli it was
in many places fift en lo twenty feet deep.

Wo rejKiircd a skin l)oat which had been
purchased at the fort, and, after a delay of a
day, reached the opposite banks with much
less delay than had been encountered on the

Uintah waters. Accoriing to iiifurnr.ilion,

the lower end of the valley is the most
eastern part of the Colorado ; and the lati-

tude of our encampment, which was oppo-

site to the remains of an old fort on the left

bank of the river, was 40<^ 46' 27", and, by
observation, the cK .'ation above the sea

5,150 feet. The bfvring to the entrance

of the canon '>el' vv was south 20^ east.

Here the river venters between lofty preci-

pices of red rock, and the country below is

said to assume a very rugged character
;

the river .md its afiluents passing through
canons which forbid all access to the water.

This si altered little valley was formerly a
favorite wintering ground for the trappers,

as it i.tforded them suflUcient pasturage for

the:; animals, and the surrounding mcun-
tains are well stocked with game.
We surprised a floek of mountain sheep aa

v/e descended to the river, and our hunters

killed several. The bottoms of a small

stream called the Vermilion creel:, v.hich

enters the left bank of the river a short dis-

tance below our encampment, were :;overed

abundantly with F. vcrmicularis, ai d otiier

chenopodiaceous shrubs. From the lower
end of Biown's hole we issued by a remark-
ably dry canon, fifty or sixty yards wide,

and rising, as we advanced, to the height

of six or eight hundred feet. suing from
this, and crossing a small green valley, we
entered another rent of the same nature,

still narrower than the other, the rocis on
either side rising in nearly vertical pre npi-

ces perhaps 1,500 feet in height, 'ihesa

places are mentioned, to give some idea of

the country lower down on the Colorado
to which the trappers usually apply tho

name of a canon country. The canon
opened upon a pond of water, where w»
halted to noon. Several flocks of mountain
sheep were here among the rocks, which
rung with volleys of small arms. In the

afternoon we entc-ed upon an ugly, barren,

and broken country, corresponding well with
that we had traversed a few degrees north,

on the same side of the Colorado. The


