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Amoni>' till! ])rotninent features of the town is the state cai)itol, a tine

stone structure built u])on a connnandin^' eminence some seventy feet

above the level of the lake, and surrounded by a handsimie ])ublic i)ark of

fourteen acres. Collefje hill, and the I'niversity of Wisconsin upon its

brow, are also noticesible, lo(miin<j: u]) above their surrounding's, about a

mile .vest of the capitol, and 125 feet above Lake Mendota. I)eli«,ditful

drives abound, and everythinj> may l)e found at hand to tem])t the visitor

to linjjter on and on until snowfall. Facilities for procurinji; board

are adeciuate, excellent boardinfj; houses al)()und. and there are in addition

several passable hotels. A majority of visitors ])refer the (juiet and ])rivacy

of semi-private families, hence the hotels have not had sufficient encour-

agement, perhaps, to c(mipete with those of other and even less favored

summer resorts.

MTDDLETON TO PPAIPIE DL CHIEN.

Situated in the sanu- county with the state capital, and distant from it

but a few miles, the little villaj^je of Middleton has claims u])on the atten-

tion of the traveler, whi(di are i'ecoj,niised by all who visit ^ladison, as well

as hy many who even ])refer its sim])licity and economy to the more aris-

tocratic life of the city. With the latter this charminp; hamlet is connected

by both steam and rail, as it is a station on the C. ]\[. »!t S. P. R. H., and

only a mile and a half from Lake Mendota. Added to the natural ad-

vantasJtes it enjoys in cimimon with its distinf^uished nei<ihbor, there are

several considerations that \xi\e it a character peculiar to itself. About

four miles from the station there is a lar<2;e cavern known as Pichardson's

Cave, easily accessible by carria<j;e, which has excited the wonder and ad-

miration of thousands. The cave is of natural formation, but according

to tradition has furnished a safe retreat for outlaws, who were not uncom-

mon in the ])i()neer days of Wisconsin, and who found at this spot a con-

venient de])()t for plunder and place of rendezvous near the settlements,

while their operations extended southward into Illinois and westward far

into low.a. On the very site of the peaceful villa<i;e of to-day, once stood

the camp of Blackhawk's dusky army, and where now the church bell calls

the people to thoughts of love and mercy, the scalp dance of the savage

braves was celebrated, not so long ago but that people yet live who tied as

the invading Indians' horrid yell broke the stillness of the lovely valley.

The adjacent country is devoted to farming and stock raising, and i)ros-

perity has long shone upon the locality. All that is left to remind the older

settlers of the struggles of early days, is an occasional tomahawk blade or

MTow-head picked up now and then, as the good wife trowels her garden

beds, or the farmer turns a furrow hi the wheat held.
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