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* * * " Tfclinical words arc to lit' construed uiTonlini; to tlicir tccliiiical iiioaiiing.

" Thi.s is as universal a maxim as any tliat i-an l>e found in iuris|irudcni'e.

" It finds its uppiieation in international Jurisiirudenee eliielly upon (jucstions of geograph-
" ieal or local distinctions."

And Hall (Part II , chap, ii., par. ."iS, p 101,) states :

—

"'I'lie lioundarics of State territory may consist either in arhitrary lines drawn from one
" definite point to another, or they may lie dclined liy such natural features of a country as

"riv(!rs or ranges of hills.

" In the latter cii.se more than one princi]ile of demarcation is jio.ssilile. Certain general
" rules, therefore, have lieen accepted which provide for instances in which the alisence of

"express agreement, or for other reasons, there is doulit or ignorance as to the frontier which
" may Justly he claimed.

" Where a lioundary follows mountains or hills, the water dividt; constitutes the frontier.

" Where it follows a river and it is," itc.

If then the words "liy the main chain of the Rocky Mountains" and ''Ky the Ro("ky Moim-
tains" lie admitted to have lieen appropriately used liy the framers of the Acts of iS.'iS, \S()3

and iSlifi, there can lie no doulit with regard to the cori-ectness of the interpretation that

construes the words as indicating a water-shed line.

There is conclusive evidence of another kind that liy the words "hy the main chain of the

Rocky Mountains" and "hy the Rocky Mountains" the Acts of l^'.")8, IcSi;;} and lf<(!(i did not
descrilie as an eastei'ii lioundary to Hritish ("olumhia a line to (lie eastward of the water-shed

of the li<i<'ky Mountains.

The watershed of the mountains was the then accepted western houndary of Rupert's

Land, held liy the lludsons I5ay Comjiany; and the (jlovernment and Parliament desired not

to interfere with the territory held hy tfie conipany under charter until amicalile arrangements
foi' the ]mr|iose had liecn effected, or until a Judicial decision ad verse to the validity of the

company's tlaim should l-.e pronounced.

On the ."ith .Inly, ISp.l, Mr. ( Jladstone had moved an address praying " tliat ste])s might
" he taken to ascei'tain the legality of the powers in I'csjiect to Icrritory, iVc, which are, or

"r(M>ently have heen, claimed or exercised liy the Hudson's Bay Company umler the charter of
" Uhark's 11. (1G7U)," itc. (Hansard, .'ird .series, vol. cvi., page I3.').'i.)

in making tiiis motion, Mr. (Jladstonc said (]iage KL'u):-

"The terms of the motion were sutliciently clear to render it manifest that its oliject was
"to secure a full and peif< ct liut also a dispassionate ('ni[uii'y, not into the powers whicli the
" Hudson's Itay ("ompany might possess, not into any abuse of their powers which might have
" been alleged again.st th<Mn, whether truly or untruly, or any comjilaints against them,
" wlK'ther propi-rly or improperly, but simply and d''vly to the legality of those powers. * *

"Tho.se who would advise Hei' Majesty's (Tovernment as to their course, anil who woidd
"!«•, h(! presumed, the law officers of the I'rown, niigiit ajiproach this i)uesti<in without the
"recollection of any hostile debate or controversy upon it, but might rcsgard it as one csseii-

" tially judicial.
"

* *

And again (page 1361), "he had distinctly said that he did not wish to weaken the coin-
" I'any or raise any pi-ejuiliees at all against tlunr titli'. It appeared to him, after so much
" had been said, that it was fair to the cnujiiany themscht's that this title should be investi

"gated; and if the result was satisfactory, the company would greatly benelit from the

"entiuiry;'' and (page 13Gl'), "upon the question then befoie the House in relatiijn to the old
" territories "

(/. f., Rupert's Land, contradistinguished from Vancouver's Island and territory

Ik'UI under license) "they were hapiiily all unanimously agreed."

In making a return to the address thus moved by Mr. liladstone, the Government gave
the ojiiiiion of the Law Otiiccrs of the t^i'own (Parliamentary I'apers 542 of IJ^TjO, page 7, Ko. 4,

Anne.xure (i), and (p. 13, Ko. lo, para. T), and p. 15, Ko. 19, para. 3) the Colonial Office recorded

that it was obliged to assume the opinion of the Law OlHc-. rs of the Crown, in favour of the
Comjiany, to be well fountled.

(Jn the iith February, IHoT, the Kecretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. Labouchere,
moved for a Select C!ommittee to consider the state of the c<iuntfy under the Hudson's Bay
Company, with a view to its possible colonization, aiifl then said (Hansard, ."ird Series, Vol.

cxiiv., p. liliO) " As however that proceeding" (a reference to the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council j)ro|iosed in 184'J) "would involvt^ considerable expense, the persona opjjosiiig

" the Company declined to carry the matter further, and he was therefore justified in saying


