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(local taxation. What i^ decisive on this

.]Hi i lit ifi the fact thut tlie law proviiltis for

,lho uniyii of Grammar and Comrnou
ISchools, 4(1 which case the former are sus-

itaiiiad by a direct school tax levied upon

all clasEiCK; lin the muniiipality or district

,in which llie united sch( ol in siluaied. , , .

You further mention that the Xru'^'ees

and MaHters of the tfuhoold wh|(;h admit

,ouly boye complain .tliat .** other pchoolo

are paid tor admitting girln, the gruat ma-
jority of whom are pressed to learn Latin

merely to incitsase tin: apportii^ument to

the schopls, witiiout any mlenlion ^ sludy-

itii> Italian, French; Spanish or Fortugneae^

;to which the study of Latin is an appropri.-

ate introduction, and mo.^t ot vyhora do

npt go beyond ifcie Cr»i or second declen-

Kion." This argument shows in those whg
urge it a singular ignorance of all the fact^

,nf I he ,caae. We may remind theriji^

through you, that in the Ragulatiyns pre-

i«crib«d by tiie Coniicil of Public Instruc-

tion, the special reason given for the ad-

mission of gir,l« to the schools is *• to afford

.every posnible facility for learning French.*'

We believe that, in poi^it ot lact, almost

ev^iry girl in,t,\!,t Gran^imar Schools studies

this language, ii'he fact that the study of

Latin is usetHl as an introduction to the

study of French afiords an excellent reasou

why the acquisition of the former language

by girls xhoulifl be encouraged. Whenever
the other languages of Latin origin, which
you mention, are taught in our schools, it

;mu8t be chiefly for the sake pf their litera-

ture ; and there seems tg be a3 much reasoQ

for the study of -l^em by girls on tkis ac-

count as by boys^ ,unieKs we are to ^dgpt

the principle th^t ^the literary education of

women shouW be ^inferior to that of roefl.

The facts that, a^ we ' ave already stated,

many gf the female pupils in Grammar
Schools are preparing to become teachers,

and that Xo a teacher oi English some
knowledge of Latin is highly desirable,

aflord another reason why an opportunity

for acquiring this language should be al-

lowed to girls. The statement that oiosl

,of the girls do not go beyond the first or

second declension is certainly not correct

as regards our own school ; and we pre.-

sume that, as regards the schools in gene-

xal, it will only apply to those girls (as

well as boys)—no doubt always a consider-

able number—who remain in the school too

short a time for going through the whole
.course of study, which vould properly oc-

,cupy sHveral years.

.i^ng.lher argument which ha? been press*

ed upon you is of such n nature as hardly
to admit of a serious rep'y. '* It is aia^

urged," you inform us, "that if the Gram-
mar School Fund be apportioned according
to ,the average attendance of boys^only-
then all Qramrnar Schools will be treatecji

.

alike." To illustrate this by an e^ample|,^;
the tow(;i of A—r- has a Grammar Schoo)
with fifty .pupils, all boys ; the town of B——

,

has a school of the same number, ol whoofiH
,one haft are girls. The expenses of tho
4wo schgols for salary of ^,i«ler, library,

appar^tvi."*, ,r^(it, /uel, ^tc., are precqiely the
^anpe. jF^e t^Vustees and IVIfi^ter af the
j^— sqhool Kay^to the Chief SU|*erin>tendent

of •Kduci^tion— «' Wo atljfljiit that in iip

they teach as many pupils a>) ifK.e do, and
teach th^i;^ as well,— and the/r .ejsper.sei^

and needf.^rc as great as ours, ^ut theQ
we exclude girls from the bof\elit of a
.Grammar Sciiooi aducativi. Thi<« npetMstt
torious act de.>'erves soii^e acknowledg-
ment from you. Givi! our sctigui just twice
as much of the public money its you give
.the school in B for the same amount ot
public service, and we shall be salioiieil. >

and strict justice will be done to all." .{•>.

We come now to what we believe tu t)^t
the only really important argument, antl^jj

the one which, wp have reason to think,
has finally decided the case against th«
admission of girjs, not only with your Def^
partment, but with the law officer whose
opinion you have reeeived. You state tht^
" it is also urged that the English branches
of education are less efficiently taught in

XbtH Grammar Schools than in the Coinmoa
Schools." In other weirds, that t^e Gram*
mar Schools are iiK^nded chiiifly for ola«-**
sical instruction. The law officer, in ex'»a^
pressing his opinion tl^at "the (iranfimar '

School Fund was intendud foi 'he classicaV'?
mathematici'.l, and higher English educur
tvoi of boyp,^' *h9Wf,, by.thepigler in whic^
he place? |tl;i,e .«ii!ffei"ent brai;che«, that ho
regarde.i^Mie classical as iTie most jmipoit.'

antde^af-tment of Grammar School eauca-
tioii. Now if it shall appear, by .1 refereuc;»i|'|

^0 the express provisions of the Statute ilt.,.

self, that, according tp the intention ot thfCj
l-egislature, the primary phject <rf tli%„
Grammar Schools is, or should be, lo giv^,
instruction in the higher branches of Eagtrl
lish education, and that the teaching of the
classics and of the abstract mathemalicj
was designed to be a wholly secondary an4
subordinate object, the ground of this argu-
ment will entirely disappear, and no reason
whatever \yill r.ejpain on which the exclu-
sion of gi;-|«j (roui Grammar Schools, 0|.


