THE BUSIRESS SITUATON
‘Winnlpeg, Saturday, Feb. 12.

The event of the week has been the
aunnual boneplel, Inaugurated o num-
ber of years ago, and held in February
of cach year. Themonth of February
has now come to Lo considered al-
nmoest a general hpliday season In  the
country, or at leagt o convenlent time
for country people to visit the city.
Speclal cut railway ratey aro glven
durlng the bonsplel scason, which are
taken advantuge of by country peo-
plo to vigit the city. In addition to the
winter sporting events, February I8
the month of conventions, and a very
large number of conventions and an-
nua! meetings of various socleties are
now held in the city during February
of each year. Unllke the summer ex-
ibition, when women and young peo-
ple come to the city In large num-
bery, the February visltors are near-
ly all men, and largely business men,
City jobbers have heen busy all the
week attending to the wante of the
visitors, and & very considerable
amount of purchaging has been done—
decldedly more thian wag done in.past
years on slmilar cceasions. The wen-
ther has been very mild and business
i opening up favarably for the sea-
g3, Passenger tratffle on the rall-
waye is very heavy for this season of
the year, the number of through pas-
sangers belng large; due to the Klon-
dike excitement largely. Bank clear-
inge at Winnipeg this week were al-
mest one-third larger than for tho
corresponding week last year, and
considerably over one-third iarger
than for the like week two years ago.

WINNIPEG MARKETS
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AGRICCU/TCRAL IMPLEMENTS,
The branch is beginning to open up.
Seedd drills are the main article in de-

‘mand.
BICYCLES.

e evidence of the cominy :eason's
trado m bicycles are becom‘fng mani-
fest.  Consumers are not buymmg yot,
bhut Jdealers are beginiing 1o show new
season goods quito freely.

’ RUEL.

There is no change in coal here, The
revent ssivance of 10c on Penusylvaniz
anthroeito coal at headquarters in
the Uititod Stoftes does not alfect west-
orn markets at prescunt. The mild
weathoer has greatly reduced tlie vols
umo of business. In wood fuel thq fea~
ture ix the large quantity of jack pine
offorsngz  There is more of this class
of weod than -of all other varieties
and i Tact more than is wauted, cous
scquently  the tendency of prices is
casler.  Thero is not too much tam-
arae, however. The latter variety of
woald bas been well cut in ¢he more
convepnient districts and has to .be
brought longer distances than form-

erly.
GROCERIES.
Thls has Leen quite a busy

week

with the fobbers, in looking .aiten thoe
wanty of cuktomers who were in the
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city from outslde polnts., The trado
s000 of o wholesalo stock of grocerics
wir a featuro of thoe weck.,  Some
unes gold above market values at the
&aie, while otlier lnes were niuels be-
low current values. Advices from Cali-
orittn, are very firin on dried fruits
oll atong tho due. Imported cured
meats and lard ayoe cost.ang  higher,
Patweal conts Ge higher {o lay down
here, but jobbers’ prices are the same,
wined tomatuns wre still obtatnable
nb $2.75, though thoy would cost
$3.10 to lay down hero.
GREEN FRUITS.

Businesa 1s fnoving w lictle brisker,
and hentod targ ;are being sent out
along tho railways to distribute goods
to the country trade, Oranges and
lemons are improving in value as the
season advances, Choice sound ap-
ples bring full prices, but there Is a
lot of oll quality or spotted stuff
which sell at low pricds, as low as
$2.50 per barrel belng quoted for
spotted goods, California celery, very
large buncles, iy offering, Prices liere
are unchanged, ab follows. Meatean
orauges, $1 1o $4.50; nuavel oranges,
$4.50; bananns per bunch, $3 to 53,
50; California Jemons, $4.50 to $5 per
hox: apples, Ontario stock, $+ to $4.50
per barrei for good to choice, southern
appies, $4 per Vbl; Cape Cod cran-
berries, $7.50 to $8 per barrel; sweet
potatoes, $5 per ‘barrel; Malaga
grapes, $7.50 per keg for medinm, and
58 for lheavy weights; Ontario black
walnutg, 8c Ib; cocoanuts, $1 per doz;
Siclly fiiberts, large, 1lc to 12c per
1b; Grenoble walnuts, 13¢; flgs, {ancy
elemes, $1.40 to $1.50 per 10 1b. box,
30 1b boxes, 16c; 50 1b. boxes, 17c per
1b,; dates 71-2 per pound; itnported
celery, 75¢ per doz.

UARDWARE, PAINTS, ETC.

Loca: Louses have been busy with
country customers tids week, who
have been in the eity In large numters,
amd cous:derable buying has been done.
Busitiesg is opening up well for the
reason.  Prices are steady. The re-
cent advances fn  refined petroleum
oa<t hag not affected this markaet.

LEATHER.

Wricos hold firm at the advaucere-

ported lagt week.
RAW FURS.

Qfferings have been moderate so far
this seaspn, There is tho usual keen
competition and good pricos are real-
izod for lots offered in this market.
The- advance in prices at the recent
London eales wag fully anticipated
horo some time ago. In fact furs
have Ieen bought for some Gime on
basis of expected highen prices, and
1ha wdvance was not up to expecta-
fions, tuken ali around. Sece quota-
tioms on another page.

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

AWHEAT—Wheat has held rather
firmer this week., Yesterday outside
‘markets were Strong, advancing 1-2
to 1c, and caph wheat agaln touched
the S1 nark at Chicago . The visible
supply Statement shows a weekly de-
crease, Bradstreet’s report shows
stocks in the United States and Can-
ada about 380,000,000 bvushels less
than & year ago. Lxports from At~
lantic ports last week were ¢naller
being 3,430,000 bukliels. Cables from
India yesterdsy said that sufficient
rain had fallen in northern and cen-
tral India to eusure good crops.

Locally the fnarkets have been quiet.
Manitoba farmers have been selling
very little wheat, but deliveries will

v

"at thesc prices,
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1no doubt soon increase, as the farmers
will want to sell any surplus still hold
‘before the roads break up, Prices for
No. 1 hard have rangod from 93¢ on
Monday, up to 95¢ yestanday, afloat
basls, Fort Williatn, Somo all il
business Is doing with Ontario buy-
ors, on o basis of about $1.07, North
Bay. R TR
FLOUR—THe market {g steadler,
more regular at Se higher per wack.
We quote: Patent, $2.45; beat bakers,
$2.25; wsecond bakers, $1.85; XXX,
$1.40 per sack of 98 1bs.
MILLEFEED—Prices are more uni-
form and higher, both bran and shorts
belng quoted $1 pet ton higher and alt
the mille are quoting about the-same
prices.  We quote bran at $11 and
ghorts $13 per ton in bulk. Large lots
$1 per ton less. .
OATMEAL—There haw been another
advance of 5¢ on imponted meal o gack,
making an advanee of 10c within a
short time. Imported rolled meal is
now gelling in large Jots to jobbers at
1.70 per wack. Some. very inferlor
meal ig offering, including meal mixed

with ground wheaty
GROUND TEED — Pure graln
feed s quoted at $22 .to $2& [or

oats and barley, the outside price for
rolled oot feed. Inferlor mixed mill
fecd, $18 to $20 per ton. Ground corn
feed Is quoted at $168 to $17 per ton,
Oil cake $22 per ton.

OATS—There lo ~very little dolng.
Buyers are lholding off and bidding
lower, and try to get car lots at
84 to 35¢ ag to quality. Holders how-
ever, do not like to let go, as thelr
stocks have cost them too high to sell
and they ask 36¢
velly for a goxd oat. The advance in
castern and southern markets: does
not. affect the situation here, as the
market is purely local in its charac-
ter, ‘

BARLEY—Feed barley is quoted at
about 35 to 56. Alalting samples, 88
to 43¢ as to quality, and L to 2¢ bigh-
for fancy camples.

CORN—Car lots cost higher to lay
down here owing to the advance
gouth. We quote 3§1-2 to 39¢ per
‘i)ushel of 58 1bs., for cars on track
1ere. .

Butter—Tliere i no lccal trade do-
ing in ereamery and no stocks held
hiere.

BUTTER—Dalry—Quote gelling price
at I6 to 18c for Trash tub and rolls,
tivd outsiae price for selected pack-
agos in smnall quantities. ‘Ten per
coitt commission off these prices to
country sbippers. The tendoncy is
easier particularly for rolls, swhici ave
somotines beld 1o under tubs.

CHFESLE~Dealers are seliing at 10
1-2 to 11o in emall lots.

DRESSED POULTRY~— Chickens
will bring 7 1-2 to 81-2¢. From 10 to
1lc would be paid for Manitoba tur-
keys. Geese are scarce and wanted
and 9 tg 10c¢ would bo paid for them.
Duckyg would bring about 8c. Eastern
turkeys sell at 13 to l4c.

DRIZSED MEATS~A largs quantity
of frozon Dbeefl is held, which is very
slow saje. This is owing 1o the de-
creased demand this year for ship-
ment to the lumber camps of Ontario,
and alse to larger stocks having been
laxd  fu  during tho eaxly part of
tho wintor., The firm tone for
dressed hogs continues 6 1-4 to 6 1-2¢
being paid Tor cholce lots of desfrable
welghts. Heavy hogs are 35 1-2
to 6b as to quality. Frozen beef
is dull and quoted at 4 to 5c as to
qunlity, and fresh unfrozen at § 1-2 to
6 1-2¢ as to quality, for sides. Mutton
5-to 7o, o8 t0 quality. N

.




