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CORRESPONDENCE

Letters are invited (rom our readers on matters of practical and timely
interest to the Jumtyr tradet. Lo sevure sncrtion all cwnimunications
tnust Le a\mm‘lumal with natne and addres of writer, ndt necearily for

resf !

puthiation  The publialies will not hold hisscll fur o
of correspandents,
CANADIAN HARDWOOD LUMBER ASSOCIA-
TION.

WOODsTOCK, ONT., February 1oth, 1900,

Editor CANAT A Lt unrRuas®

DEAR S1R,—Such an ussociation as the above does not
exist.  The need of one was never more apparent than
during the year 1899,  The demand for hardwood lumber
was such that anything that looked like lumber was put
upon the maiket. There being no uniform system of in-
spection, more or less dissatisfaction took pliace between
buyer and seller.  An association composed of hadwocd
manufacturers and wholesale dealers could formulate and
adopt such rules tor inspection as would become general
among all classes of dealers, and thereby obviate to a
great extent any friction that might otherwise arise.  In
the United States they have an association called *¢ The
National Hardwood Lumber Association,” which was
organized An-il 8th, 1898, and in cighteen months had a
membershipe of about four hundred of the prominent
lumbermen from Boston, New York and Chicago, and
some from all the East, West and Southern States, in-
cluding four from Canadir. At amecting held in Memphis,
Tennessee, last November, they adopted rules for inspec-
ton of hardwood tumber and the measuremeat of hard-
wood logs.

If Canadian lumbermen would organize and adopt

there are in the teade, and the Canadian saw mills
simply work for the Canadinn middlemen, at least in a
great degree.

I found several lughly respectable and responsible
brokers in London and other large receiving ports, whose
names I could give, and who can be trusted in every way.
They are prepared to deal even as flat buyers, or sell at
fixed prices to arrive, and even handle consignaments, in
which case they sell for the saw mills direct to consumers.
In this way even the small saw mills are put in direct
communication with the actual consumers and derive
much of the benefit and a large proportion of the profits
which are now taken by the numerous middlemen,
through whom their lumber 1s now sent into the markets.

Consignments as a rule cannot be advocated, but on
the other hand, ifthe right people handle consignments
honestly, the result is obviously most favorable for the
saw mills. In pine particularly [ found that all grades
cxcept mill culls are saleable, but cach grade ought to
be honosily sorted and differently marked.

Regarding the measurement, 1 understand that the
dock comynenies in Great Britain always aseasure, and
their measurement accounts are undeniable evidence in
the law-courts thers and sellers as well as buyers always
accept their statem. nts.  The dock companies are per-
fectly impartial.

Regarding dimension stuff, when the Canadian saw
mills can put themselves in direct communication with the
right parties on the other side, they will find there is a
market for this matcrial, panticularly in the hardwoods,
but I certainly think that she Canadian manufacturers
ought 10 have agents in london, Liverpool Glasgow,

ctc., who would take proper care of
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similar rules for inspection, grear good would certainly
result o all parties concerned , just now, belore the new
cut of lumber 1< put upon the market, would bea most
opportunc ume i take umited action on these lines.

1 would be pleased 10 vec an expression of opinion upon
this subyect from some of your many readers.

Yours truly,
O. G. ANDERSON.

INPRESSIONS OF THE BRITISH MARKET.
15y A Reoewr Vigr-x)

TuE mostimportant market for lumber in Great Bratan
15, of course, London, which not oaly supplics the iade in
that city, bt alvo the home counties and the south coast.
Therc 15 a large scope for all kinds of Canadun logs and
lumber, such as pine, spruce, oxk, whitc ash, black ash,
red burch, maple, cle.  The prncipal business s in pinc
and spruce, but thix trade appears 10 be a kuad of
monopoly, being in the handx of a amall group who are
fed by the muddiemen cxporters 1n Canada, the Quebee
shippers, wi bay and vontro! the outpuis of the saw mills
in Canada.

1 found a great many reapoambic firms in London who
are anxwus o get i diccct commumication wath the saw
milis i Canada.  Frequently negotiations do ot
lead to tuniness on account of the muteal want of con-
fidence.  The London buyers hesitate 1o buy lumber trom
unknawn sources, and the small saw mill< in Canada, not
knowing the ngh' people 1 Great Batain, show great
distrustan diread dealings exeept for payments on the
Canagian side agamat bills of lading. The Canadian
middicmen, who understand the powition on beth sides,
consequentiy step in and swallow vp the bulk of the profits

their anterests there.  Such agents
can be found who also guarantec
the accounts in case *he buyers should
fail before the goods arc paid for.
To deal direct with the actual con-
sumner 1s not adusable, as the saw
mills ought to bhave somcbody to
guard their intcrests when disputes

veeut cegarding quakity, clc.
J. B. M.

BRITISH COLUMBIA LETTER.
(Carrespondence of the CANADA Lustsxrian )

Tue lumber and shingle manufac-
turers of this province met about one
month ago and completed organiza-
tion, under the name of the British
Columbia Lumbes and Shingle Manu-
facturers’ Association. Mr. John
Hendry, of the British Columbia
Mills, Timber and Trading Co., was clected president ;
Mr. J. G. Scott, of the Pacific Coast Lumber Co.,
vice-president, and Mr. Wm. T. Stein, seccretary-
trcasurer.  The lumber and shingle miils in Van_
couver and New Westminster have joined the asso-
ciation, and it is expected that in a very short time every
large mill in the province will have followed suit. Under
the proposed arrangements manufacturers expect that
prices can be regulated as far as British Columbia is con-
cerned 30 as 1o caable the mills to carcy on business
much moic prafitably than in the past, and to more
cquitably divide the business done.  For instance, it has
often happened that orders have had to be refused owing
to 2 mill having charters to satisfy too far ahead. Owing
t0 the friendly relations now established, it is claimed that
the output will be regulated 10 some extent so that all the
mills in the province willas far as practicable be made
to share alike, according to their capacity, in all the
business offered. Some time ago many of the lumber
companies of British Columbia joinad whatis known as
the North Pacific lumber combine, but this armngement
was found not to work satisfactorily. The combine was
manipulated from Puget Sound, and it was very soon
found that such an armangement where American, as well
as Canadian manufacturery, were coancerned, was ime-
possible, and the Canadians withdrew. Since then very
low prices for lumber have prevailed.

The Victoria Lumber and Mannfacturing Co. have just
complcted doubling the capacity of their saw mill at
Chemainux, making it the largest in the province  Your
correspondent now learns that plans are being perfected
for an even larger mill to be built at some point on the
norther coast of theisland. It is said that the mill will

be a ten-band one and will have a capacity of 400,000 388 '
per day of ten hours. The company owns one of
best timber limits on the island, and do an extensiye
port trade, shipping to the Orient, South Afric:,

America and Australia, ‘.

It is reported that the second mill owned by the R
McLaren Co., of Ottawa, and situated on the Fracer 38
about two miles above this city, will again be pel
operation in the near future.  The mill of the con.pale
Barnet, which has been idle for several years, is bl
overhauled and will be in operation again in aboyt.
months.

Mr. Murray, forest ranger, has recently made s
seizures of timber in order to enforce the paymeriil
Government dues thercon. This timber has mostly 138
cut for cord-weood, shingle bolts and for making o '
The making of oarg isan indusiry larger than might atg
be thcught. The oars are made by the lhousand,,: -
the trade is altogether in the hands of the Japancse, ZEEES
usually take the best and largest trees, cutting grea N
six feetin diameter. The straight and even party ]
used, the heart and any portion with the least knot tdl
rejected. The Guvernment, however, requires thay g
be paid on the entire log at the rate of 50 cents
thousand feet.

New Westminster, B. C., Feb. 191h, 1900.

e

DOMINION FORESTRY ASSOCIATION,

THE committee appointed at a preliming}
meeting held in Ottawa recently to consider il
formation of a Dominion Forestry Associsile
have called a2 meeting for March 8th next, in&
Railway Committee room of the Houss:
Commons, to take final steps. All persf
interested are invited. Following is a copr
the invitation issued by the secretary : i

oy

DEag Simy— OT1TAWA, 6th February, 150
I beg to inform you that at a mecting of severalg
men interested in Canadian forestry, held at Ottawe JIE
the 15th of January 1ast, a resolution was passed apg
ing a committee, consisting of —
Hon. Sir H. G. Joly de Lotbiniere, of Quebec,
Wm. Little, Esq., of Montreal ; g .
J. R. Booth, Esq., of Ottawa ; .
Dr. Wem. Saunders, Director of Experimeatal Fi ikl
Ottawa ; S
Thos. Southwonth, Esq., Chief of Ontario Foreill
Burcau, Toronto; and R
E. Stewart, Esq., Chief Inspector of Timber SN
Foresiry, Department of the Interior, C:lawa, P

to call a mecting of al} persons interested, to be he ‘-
the city of Ottawa, for the purpose of considening §
formation of an association to promote forestry SN
Canada.

The said commiltec to prepare for submission 1 GH
meeting a constitution and by-laws and also a prograng
consisting of addresses on appropriate subjects for 8
cussion at the meeting. :

In pursuance of the above resolution and in beln g
the committee, 1 beg 10 inform you that such a mesd
will be held in the Railway Committee room of the
of Commons, on Thursday, the Sik day of March,
at 10 o'clack a.m.

The committee is very desirous that a good niihl
seotation from all parts of the Dominion shook MRS
present. They are of opinion that the time has .
when the cfforts being made by our various governsigd
for the adoption of rational forestry methods shosii i
assisted and guided by intelligent public pinion,
that this can best be done by the formation of soit 3
association as they have in view. B

The committee cordially invite you to be present 3338
mecting, and you arc also requested 10 invite any o R
persens whom you think might be interested in

sutject.
Yours respectfully,

E. StEWART,
Sccretary of Commitieg
It is hoped that there will be a large attend
of persons prepared to assist this impo
movement. b



