
ACowen, in People v. Mercein, 8upra, thatFa father holds hiq children under a
personal trust which lie cannot alienate.
And the supreme court of Illinois lias re-
cently held that the right of a father to
the care, custody and nurture of lis chuld
-cannot be inifringed b/ the 2State, except
for gross unfitness for the charge, or for
the commission of crime by the dhild,
exposing, him to imprisoumient; and
hence, that a statute authorizing chidren
to, be cornmitted to a reform achool, with-
out any charge of, or trial for crime, but
merely because they appear to officers of
the law to be destitute of proper parental
care, and growing, up in idieness, vice,
etc., is unconstitutioiial, as in'volving
imprisonment without due process of law;
and that a child thus cominitted may be
discharged on habea8 coîpus, on the
father's petition :People v. Turner, 55
111. 2 8O.-Central Law Journal.

THE CHANGER Y IN OLDEN
aTIES IN ENGLAND.

Under Edward 1, the officers of the
*Chancery (Court) lived and lodged to-
*gether at an inn, or liospitiuin, which,
when the King resided at Westminster,
was near the palace, or, perliaps, part of
it, until it was removed to the bomus
Conversorum, under Edward III. The
writs were sealed on a marble table, which.
stood at the upper end of the hall, and
there they seerned to have been delivered
out to the suitors. It is supposed that
this table stili exists beaeath the stone
atairs. Wlien the King traveled lie was
foilowed by the whole establishment of
the Chancery (Chancellor, clerks, and ail),
on which, occasion it was usual to require
a strong horse, able to carry the rolîs,
from, some religious house bound to fur-
nish the animal; and at the. towns where
the King rested during his progre8s, -a
hospitium was assigned to 'the Chancery.

Even as far back as the reign of James
I. the Chanceilor's duties were very
weighty; when Lord-Keeper Williams
firat lield the Great Seal, the press of
business was s0 great tliat lie w&s com-
peiled to sit in hie court for two hourm
before dayliglit, and to remain. there until
between eiglit and nine, and then repair
te the HIoua8 of Lords, wliere listayed
.til twelve or one; after taking some re-

fresbment at home, he would returu tO
lis court, and hear such causes as lie W8
able to hear in the morning; or, if he ak
tended at council, lie would resume bis
seat in Cliancery towards evening, and
sit there until ciglit o'clock, and eveli
later; on reaching home after ail tei
fatigue, lie read ail the papers lis secte
taries laid before hlm; and then, althougl'
the niglit was far gone, would preparO
himself for the House of Lords the ne%t
day. Whitelock mentions himself and
lis brother commissioners sitting iii
Cliancery from five o'clock in the moring
to five o'clock in the afternoon.

Sir Lancelot Shadwell, the late Vicer
Chancellor of England, in lis evidendO
before the Chiancellor Commission, der
clare(1 the business in the Court was te
80 heavy, "lthat three an*qels could -nO1

get througli it." Sir Thomas More, whell
he took lis seat for the first time ln the
Court of Chancery, addressing the bOi
and audience said, IlI ascend this seatO
as a place full of labour and danger, voY&
of all solide and true honour; the whicb
by how niudh higlier it is, by 80 IflhiO
greater fail I am to feare." La;boriotS
indeed it was tIen, and still more laboT -
joua is it now-but void of lionour i1
neyer was, and neyer wiil be; and 1
such professions of indifference to itsdi
nity, because of the duties annexed t
that dignity, as mudli deserve conterI'
as tliey meet with neglect. IlWhln
was Chiancellor," says Bacon, IlI ïold '
Gondomar, the Spanisli Ambassador, thO
I would willingly forbear the lionour tOý,
get rid of the burden; that I lied alwa'1
a desire to lead a private life." Gondr
mar answered that lie would tell me
tale :-"My lord, once there was an à
rat that would needs leave the world
acquaiited the young rate that lie oié
retire into his liole, and spend lis days~
solitude, arnd commanded them to resp0Sý
lis phulosophical seclusion. TheyfO
bore two or three days ; at last, one o
ier than hie fellows, ve9jtured in to 0'
ho'w lie did ; lie entered and found bO 'I
sitting in the midist of >a ridli parmeW,
cheese."ý-Am. Land and Law Advier.
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