
i\ -I

k

\

k

Mi

:l

!h

|M-

I

I

\t,

•I

II

'•I

iiii

hi

ii

434 DOMESTIC AFFAIRS OF SPAIN.

were taken from among the pupils in the seminary

established in the Esrorial. Anne, who appears to

have been simple in her tastes, is said to have found

much pleasure in these exhibitions, and in such recrea-

tion as could be afforded her by excursions into the

wild, romantic country that surrounded the monastery.

Historians have left us but few particulars of her life

and character,—much fewer than of her lovely prede-

cessor. Such accounts as we have represent her as of

an amiable disposition and addicted to pious works.

She was rarely idle, and employed much of her time

in needle-work, leaving many specimens of her skill in

this way in the decorations of the convents and churchec.

A rich piece of embroidery, wrought by her hands and

those of her maidens, was long preserved in the royal

chapel, under the name of ** Queen Anne's tapestry."

Her wedded life was destined not to be a long one,

—only two years longer than that of Isabella. She

was blessed, however, with a more numerous progeny

than either of her predecessors. She had four sons

and a daughter. But all died in infancy or early

childhood except the third son, who as Philip the

Third lived to take his place in the royal dynasty of

Castile.

The queen died on the twenty-sixth of October, 1580,

in the thirty-first year of her agtt and the eleventh of

her reign. A singular anecdote is told in connection

with her death. This occurred at B?dajoz, where the

court was then established, as a convenient place for

overlooking the war in which the country was at that

time engaged with Portugal. While there the king

fell ill. The symptoms were of the most alarming
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