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agerciit rivals, who, haWng no means of carrying

on the war, gradually cooled down into a sullen

armistice.

The arrival of Governor More, with an overpower-
ing foKce of sixty men, put an end to the empire.

He took possession of the kingdom, in the name of

Jie Somer Island Company, and forthwith proceeded
to make a settlement. The three kings tac'ily relin>

quished their sway, but stood up stoutly for their

treasure. It was determined, however, that they

had been fitted out at the expense, and employed in

tlie service, of the Virginia Company: tnat they
had found the ambergris while in tne service of that

company, and on that company's land; that the
ambergris, therefore, belonged to that company, or

rather to iaz Sot'w Wand Company, in consequence
of their recent purcnass of the island, and all their

appurtenances. Having thus legally established

their right, and being moreover able to back it by
might, the company laid the lion's paw upon the

spoil ; and nothing more remains on historic record

of the Three Kings of Bermuda, and their treasure

of ambergris.

The reader will now determine whether I am more
extravagant than most of the commentators on
Shakspeare, in my surmise that the story of Sir

George Somers' shipwreck, and the subsequent oc-

currences that took place on the uninhabited island,

may have furnished the bard with some of the ele-

ments of his drama of '"^ Tempest, The tidings

of the shipwreck,<ind of the incidents connected with
it, reached England not long before the production
of :*Js drama, and made a great sensation there.

A narrative of the whole matter, from which most
of the foregoing particulars are extracted, was pub-

li!»hed at the time in London, in a pamphlet form,

and could not tail to be eagerly perused by Shak-
joeare, and to make a vivid inijjression on his fancy.

rtis expression, in the Tempest, of 'the still vext

Ucrmoothes, accords exactly with the storm-beaten
character of those islands. The enchantments, too,

with which he has clothed the island of Prospero,
may they not be traced to the wild and superstitious

notions entertained about the Bermudas) I have
already cited two passages from a pamphlet pub-
lished at the time, showing that they were esteemed
*a most prodigious and inchanted place,' and the

'habitation of divells;' and another pamphlet, pub-
lished shortly afterward, observes :

' And whereas it

is reported that this land of the Barmudas, with the

islands about, (which are many, at least a hundred,)

are inchanted and kept with evil and wicked spirits,

it is a most idle and false report.' *

The description, too, given in the same pamphlets,

of the real beauty and fertility of the Bermudas, and
of their serene and happy climate, so opposite to the

dungerous and inhospitable character with which
they had been stigmatized, accords with the eulcgium
of Sebastian on the island of Prospero

:

' Though this island seem to be desert, uninhabitable, and almost
inaRcessible, it must needs be of subtle, tender, and delicate tem-
petiuce. The air breathes upon us here most sweetly. Here is

thing advantageous to life. How lush and lusty the grass

locw I how green I

'

I think too, in the exulting consciousness of ease,

wcurity, and abundance felt by the late tempest-

'Dssed mariners, while revelling in the plenteousncss

)f the island, and their inclination to remain there,

released from the labors, the cares, and the artificial

restraints of civilized life, I can see something of the

golden commonwealth of honest Gonzalo

:

* Had I plantation of this isle, my lord.

And were the king of it, what would I do ^

r the commonwealth I wouM by cnlnriei
Execute all things i for no kind of traffic

Would I admit ; no name of mayist:>ate

;

Letters should nnt be known ; nchcs, poverty,
And use of service, none; contract, succet'loa
Iloum, bound of land, tllth^ vineyard, none I

No use of metal, c.im, or wine, or oil i

No occupation ; all men idle, alt.

All things in common, nature should produce.
Without sweat or endeavor : Treason, felony,
Sword, pike, knife, gun, or need of any engine,
Would I not have ; but nature should bring forth.

Of its own kind, all fbiion, all abundance.
To feed my innocent people.'

But above all, in the three fugitive vagabondi
who remained in possession of the island of Ber-

muda, on the departure of their comrades, and in

their squabbles aoout supremacy, on the finding of

their treasure, I see typified Sebastian, Trinculo, and
their worthy companion Cal'ban

:

'Trinculo, the kicgand all our company being drowned, we will

inherit here.'

Monster, I will kill this man ; hh daughter and I will b<

kinf^ and queen, (nave our graces !) and Trinculo and thyself shall

be viceroys.'

I do not mean to hold up the incidents and char-

acters in the narrative and in the play as parallel,

or as being strikingly similar : neither would I in-

sinuate that the narrative suggested the play ; 1

would only suppose that Shakspeare, being occupied

about that time on the drama of the Tempest, the

main story of which, I believe, is of Italian origin,

had many of the fanciful ideas of it suggested to his

mind by the shipwreck of Sir George Somers on the
' still vext Bermoothes,' and by the popular suj^er-

stitions connected with these islands, and suddenlji

put in circulation by that event.

PELAYO AND THE MERCHANT'S DAUGHTER.

BY THE AUTHOR 0* THE SKETCH-BOOK.

It is the common lamentation of Spanish historiog

raphers, that, for an obscure and melancholy space

of time immediately succeeding the conquest of

their country by the Moslems, its history is a mere
wilderness of dubious facts, groundless fables, and
rash exaggerations. Learned men, in cells and
cloisters, have worn out their lives in vainly endeav-

oring to connect incongruous events, and to account

for startling improbabilities, recorded of this period.

The worthy Jesuit, Padre Abarca, declares that, for

more than forty yeiirs during which he had been
employed in theological controversies, he had nevei

found any so obscure and inexplicable as those

which rise out of this portion of Spanish history,

and that the only fruit of an indefatigable, prolix,

and even prodigious study of the subject, was a

melancholy and mortifying st.ate of indecision.*

During this apocryphal period, flourished Pelayo,
the deliverer of Spain, whose name, like that of

William Wallace, vvill ever be linked with the gior)

of his country, but linked, in like manner, by a bond
in which fact and fiction are inextricably interwoven.

The quaint old chronicle of the Moor Rasis,

which, though wi'd and fanciful in the extreme, is

frequently drawn upon for early facts by Spanish

historians, professes to give the birth, parentage, and
whole course of fortune of Pel.iyo, without the least

doubt or hesitation. It makes him a son of

the Duke of Cantabria, and descended, both by

father and mother's side, from the Gothic kings of

*
' Newes iiom the Bamudas :

' i6ii.
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