
14 PERILOUS ADVENTURES.

As it was, the horror-stricken dealer under the bed

could scarcely suppress a shriek, but he saw that the

son left the light in the outer toom, and then, pulling

the door partially after them to screen the rays of the

lamp from the bed, he saw the two murderers glide to

the bed-side, and then heard a rustling motion as of

arms descending on the bed-clothes, and a hissing, and

then a grating sound, that turned his soul sick, for he

knew it came from knives or daggers penetrating to the

heart or vitals of a human being like himself, and only

a few inches above his own body. This was followed

by one sudden and violent start on the bed, accom-

panied by a moan. Then the bed, which was a low

one, was bent with an increase of weight caused by one

or both the murderers throwing themselves upon it,

until it pressed on the body of the traveller. There

was an awful silence for a moment or two, and then the

host said, '' He is finished—I have cut him across the

throat—take the money. I saw him put it under his

bolster."
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(( I have it, here it is/' said the son ; " a purse and

a pocket-book.

The traveller was then relieved from the weight that

had oppressed him almost to suffocation, and the assas-

sins, who seemed to tremble as they went, ran out of

the room, took up the light, and disappeared altogether,

from the apartment.

No sooner were they fairly gone, than the poor

dealer crawled from under the bed, took one desperate

leap, and escaped through the little window by which

he had seen enter the unfortunate wretch who had

evidently been murdered in his stead. He ran with all


