
i$ The general HISTORY of

A. D. referred to the decifion of commiflaries. Cape
^* Breton having been given back by the treaty to

France, the people of New England reprefented

The im- the importance and neceffity of cultivating or co-

Nova Sco- Ionizing this country fo efFedually, by defcribing
*''^'

its produce, capacious and fafe harbours for (hips

of any burden, and fliewing that by its fituation,

it might be made not only a barrier againft all

the fchemes and forces of the French in thofe

parts, for extending their trade-, but a key to

their fur-trade i;nd cod-fifhery, and to countcradl

any attempts made againft our fettlements on that

coaft, by the greateft power France is able to equip

at Cape Breton ; that plans were form'd, and his

Oidcrcd to Majefty approved ' of one for the better peopling
be fettled, ^nd fettling the province of Nova-Scotia in Ame^

rica, and for extending and improving the fifhery

thereof, and eftablilhing a civil government,

Amongft other argu.nents to forward this refo-

lution of the Britilh council, it was urged, That

the reftoration of Louifbourg might prove very

fatal to us in another war, unlfi's the government

could be prevailed upon to fettle and fortify Nova-

Scotia, which, as it would be a barrier to all our

northern provinces, and, as it might be made a

check upon Louiibourg and the French encroach-

ments in the fifhery, would, in time, be of more

fervice to the nation, than half the colonies already

fettled. That it has a very large extent of fea-

coaft, abounding with fine rivers, bays, and har-

For wliat

rcafons.

' In council on 7 March 1749, O, S.

bours.


