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a peace and j^ood-will tliat would have been

impoHsiblc without his help and the help of

men of his class. Down to the time of death

he retained an unrivalled influence over the

Indians, as witnessed by the fact that in 1885,

thouj^h the rebellion broke out at Duck Lake,

not far from the Reserve, the old chief Mista-

wasis not only resisted the incitement of Kiel's

runners and remained loyal, but with a picked

band of men escorted the missionary's family to

Prince Albert, and there offered his services to

the Government. When John McKay first went

to PrincPi Albert his main duty was to supply

the mission with the products of the chase, and

since he had been used to the prairie from his

childhood, he found this a congenial task. He

was an experienced buffalo hunter and a dead

shot, though I often heard him express his

abhorrence of the way in which the buffalo

were slaughtered for the love of gain by hunters,

who simply took the tongue and hide of the

slain animal. All these qualities, with his in-

timate acquaintance with the language and

customs of the Indians, gave him unbounded


