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vincial rights, the right of Canada to make commercial treaties,

and the independence of Parliament. Dealing more at length
with

QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE NORTH-WEST,

he said :
—

" You remember well what hopes the people of Canada,
particularly the people of Ontario, entertained for many years
with reference to the North-Western country. You know that

we desired earnestly to see that country filled with an industrious

and law-abiding population, growing rich and strong, to their

own advantage first, but also to ours, increasing the material and
also increasing the political elements of Canadian strength. You
know that, with that view, we have been willing, all of us, to

make some pecuniary sacrifices, to add somewhat to our burdens,

and to engage in the prudent conduct of enterprises which most
Reformers believe have been imprudently managed, and whose
management they have therefore opposed." You know, also, that

the progress of that country has unhappily been impaired by
misgovernment, maladministration, and neglect. You remember
that AT THE VERY OPENING OF OUR CONNECTION WITH THAT COUN-
TRY, IN 1869 AND 1670, THE NEGLECT BY THE TORY GOVERNMENT of

those precautions which ought to have been taken in dealing with
the annexation, not of a territory merely, but of the population who
inhabited it, produced a rebellion. (Applause.) For fifteen

years since that time we have gone on with full control of affairs

in the administration and development of that country. You
remember that from time to time statements were made of

grievances, of discontent, of neglect, of delay, of maladministration.

You remember also that the Government declared that those

statements were entirely without foundation, they declared not

only that there were no grievances, but that there was no serious

complaint of grievances. Sir Hector Langevin went there in the

summer of lb84, and three or four other Ministers as well. They
travelled about, they saw the people, they received entertainments.

Sir Hector Langevin gave an account of the result. He said

THAT HE WENT THERE at the request of the first Minister for the
express purpose of finding out WHAT THE GRIEVANCES WERE

;

HE FOUND ONLY TWO MEN WHO HAD A GRIEVANCE, and that

gi'ievance was that there were not enough ladies in the country.

(Loud applause and laughter.) Now, these all-wise governors,

who claimed that they had so wisely administered affairs, also

declared that their success was marvellous and unprecedented.

^
' THE ROAD WAS "NOT TO COST THE COUNTRY A CENT,"

they said when they were persuading you to advance large sums
in connection with the Canadian Pacific Railway (which sums
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