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and that in the event of any such persons being treated with undue
severity, he would retaliate in like manner. It was added that
there was strong reason to believe that in several instances the
paroles so given had been sought by the persons themselves as
afibrding a means of evading their military and other duties, and
that all "such useless and disaffected characters" would be sent out
of the country to the enemy as prisoners of war to remain until
exchanged."

On the 19th of September, having remained in port four days,
Sir James Yeo again sailed from Kingston, having under convoy
seven small vessels loaded with supplies and siege guns for De
Rottenburg. "The centre division of the army in Upper Canada,"
the Governor-General said in his instructions, "has long been in the
singular position of investing a superior force ; it is much weakened
by disease and desertion, and its position rendered critical by the

temporary naval ascendencj^ of the enemy. The policy of the
American commanders is to protract the final decision, in the expect-

ation of depriving me of the means of forwarding supplies, as it is

well known the state of the country will only admit of their being

transported by water This position was adopted and has been
maintained in the expectation that with the co-operation of your
squadron a combined attack could be made upon Fort George. You
are to proceed to the head of the lake, affording a sufficient convoy
to the small vessels containing those stores and supplies of which
the ixrmy is in most pressing want. On your arrival at the head-

quarters of the centre division, you are to consult with General De
Rottenburg upon the eligibility of a rapid forward movement upon
Fort George, bringing up in battery at the same time the heavy
ordnance, mortars, and howitzers now embarked. The attack to be

supported by your squadron. If this proves too hazardous for the

squadron in case of the the enemy appearing upon the lake, to state

it to General De Rottenburg, who will evacuate the position he now
occupies, and, having assisted him in this, to do what is pos.sible to

ensure ascendency on the lake. The flotilla of transports to be kept

employed as long as the weather will admit, in the conveying of

stores from Kingston for the righl: and centre divisions of the

army."
Instructions had already been forwarded to De Rottenburg,

authorizing him to retire as far as Burlington if he thought proper,

but he had replied that he would only do this in case of absolute

necessity, as he must then sacrifice the resources of the country in

his rear. He was now directed to maintain his position as long as

it was prudent, " although exposed to a lamentable prevalence of

disease and desertion and the increasing numbers and resources of
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