
R('>if()rutionism. 5

oi^ God's
to loasoii

Have not
oils about
lis is uvi-

lilosopJiic

'iitioiis of
.yoii now,
^'^tion to
lu' holy
injustice

'•^ struck
•say it is

^s. From
lent the
i-iKl, not
'•^ses his
*^ rapid

fixation

we are
ileavon
, and
~Jn tlio

' God's
n. We
causes,
' aJono
' niust
1" to

^ that

1 him
til, the

gand
^rath,

i the

band-

That God " takes vengeance " and that He h not " unjust"

in so doing, this is noAV and ever has been tlie firm faith of

tlie Christian (Jliureh ; not a conclusion whieli she has ex-

cogitated for herself from philosophical consideratii»ns on the

nature of God, of Divine Justice, ajid human sin, hut a belief

accepted with shrinking awe from tlie mouth of her great

Teacher and His Apostles. In the present day there are

many, a,s perhaps always there have been some,* to gainsay

our confession on this awful subject of Eternal Punishment,
and therefore I cannot but feel that I am called to a whole-

some work in fortif^dng your faith against those rash and
over-confident speculations which seek its overthnnv.

I trust, too, that neither preacher nor hearers need to be

reminded with what spiiit they should approach this most
dread subject,—with what tenderness, humility, and fear,

—

with what prevailing awe and reverence, saying with the

Psalmist, " My tlesh trembleth for fear of Thee ; and I am
afraid of Thy judgments." No looseness of words, there-

fore, much less any exaggeration of rhetoric, is admissible

in our discourse ; but that sobriety, gravity, and restraint

which befit poor ])urblind creatm-es who look dimly though
h>ngingly into the great deep of God's judgments, and are

themselves cremblingly interested in their unknown event.

1. This truth of our religion, like almost every other

truth, has been assailed from very opposite quarters. As
the heresies touching the Incarnation were mutually destruc-

tive, so that St. Hilary (De Trinitate, lib. I.) could say,
" Lis eorum, nostra fides est." " Omnesque se invicem vin-

cendo vincuntur ;" " Their contention is but the confirma-

tion of the Church's faith ; and their mutually destructive

arguments are our victory over them :" so it is also in the

present instance. One class of assailants hold that the

wicked, men and devils, are not punished for ever, but are

all brought back at last to God. Another class of assailanrs

denounce this as a horrible heresy, and maintain that those

*
. . .

" nonnulli, xmmo </U(U/i plurhni atei'nam damnatomm panam
et cruciatus sine intermissione perijetuos humaiio miserantur adfectu, atque ita,

futui-um esse non creilunt."

—

S. Aug. Enchvidion, c.cxii.


