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and it is and aiways was a federal burden.
The dominion shouid shoulder the whoie cost
in war time of these people driven to the wali.
It shouid look after the sick and aid the suifer-
ing, and net leave that to relatives who have
enough te do to pay their own taxes, and who
haxe worked bard ahi their lives.

I am surprised that the present Minister of
National Revenue (Mr. Gibsen), who repre-
sents an Ontario seat, in the Toronto district,
does not know these thinga, and doea flot
protect the toilera and workers of industriai
cities like Toronto, Hamilton, London, and
Windsor, from this confiscatory budget. I
happen te know that when others occupied the
office hie holds they asserted their rights; they
did net allow themscîves te be used by a lot
of people in another department, that of
finance, who are nothing but theorista. That
is the trouble with a lawyer in a department
like that; hie relies tee much on bis assistants.
Here is the budget, and what have we? I
doubt if there is one man trained in actuai
finance in the whole department. There are
many men of great ability, like one of the
twe gentlemen who ait in front of the Min-
master of Finance to-nigbt, Mr. Fraser Eiliott,
a man whomn you couid not replace fer a
great deai of meney. These men are among
the best officiais we have, and 1 doubt whether
thprp is a hîgher clasa of civil servants in any
other country. If their more moderate
economnie views were more generally accepted
by the minister of the day, who is there te-day
and away to-morrow, we wouid get a better
budget altegether and net an inceme tax
beyond ail bounds.

When the tumult and the shouting dies;
when the captains and the kinga of this
financial budget depart; when thîs new-born
financial acheme, this budget, bas reached its
maturity, what wiil the harveat be? It wiii
mean that the amaîl retailer will have te,
quit, that the owner of a iittle property-a
smail miii, a few cows, a little store-the
dealer and the artisan, the men wbo have
borne the heat of the day and worked ail
their lives, wihl, through the inequalities of
this budget, be put eut of business altogether.
I have received many hetters in the past few
days fromn Toronto. Here is one fromn a poor
working man, wbo would hose his job if bis
name were known:

I amn going te lose my home through the
new incerne tax. My boy loses his schooIing.
Can't yeu persuade the goverement te give a
larger exemption and to net put the increases

in effect till August lst, instead of nraking
them retroactive te January? 1 write te yen
hecause yen are said te be tire smail fellow's
friend.

This is typical Of the case of many hard-
working men in Toronto who have spent their
lives in trying to make a living. During the
depression many of them were driven to the
wall. Some served in the great war.

I have urged that we should have a fixed
date for a budget, as large institutions do;
aiso there sbould be a committee of ways and
means such as they have in Washington. If
we had such a committee to consider ail these
inequalities in the income tax sections of the
budget-two pages of them-they would make
a better budget, by eliminating inequalities
and ahl that kind of thing, than the budget as
presented by the minister. Remember that
this war mnay last seven years. There may
be seven war budgets. What are we going to
do about it? Is everybody going te work
for the government? Is everybody going
to have a job at se much a week in the public
service by state socialism and complete
regimentation? Are ail those qualities of
thrift, of saving, of initiative whîch made
Canada, those qualities which made this
empire great, which raiaed Britain to the posi-
tion of the market of the world, which made
the United States wbat it is, which developed
Canada in those earlier days when everybody
owned some property, the days of Macdonald,
Cartier and Laurier, now to be taken away
by budgets and controls and sub-controls and
ail that kind of tbing?

There are a great many inequalities, incon-
sistencies, injustices and cruel wrongs in the
inceme tax and these sky-bigh resolutions.
First, there is the raising of the rates. If you
make cemparisona with Great Britain and
the United States, ailowing for evergovern-
ment and its effeets on taxation, it will be
found that the rates imposed in Canada are
the highest that any country has ever paid in
the history of mankind. We have a huge
sales tax; the other two countries have noue.
No country can stand it; the taxpayer is going
to he driven to the wall and put out of busi-
ness. I know there has been a great chorus
of approval from the press, the paid workers,
the victory boan people and others of that
ilk, including two or three regiments of paid
artiliery, cavairy and infantry of control
talkers and speakers at luncheons, who are
backing up the controis of the present min-
ister and being well paid for it. But in the
hearts of the people at home in the consti-
tuencies you will find xnuch more knowledge
than some of us have who ait here, as to how
this budget affecta themn and wiil affect their
children and their children's children, and the
values of property, and property rights wbich
have been rights since the creation of the
worid. Let me say to the authers of this


