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THE BUDGET

DEBATE ON THE ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT

0F THE MINISTER 0F FINANCE

The house resumed from Wednesday,
March 27, consideration of the motion of
Hon. E. N. Rhodes (Minister of Finance)
that Mr. Speaker do now leave the chair
for ùhýe house to go into committce of ways
ani means, and the pro.posed amendaient of
Mr. Raiston, and the amendment to the
amcndment of Mr. Coote.

Mr. J. S. WQGDSWORTH (Winnipeg
North Centre): Mr. Speaker, in the course
of his speech iast evening the Minister of
Raiiways (Mr. Manion) gave a very im-
pressive list of the leg-isiative measures which
have been brought down by the goverement.
1 think some of us are qiit wiiiing to con-
cede that, especiaiiy iast year and this year,
the government have broken new ground. but
I submit that the prograrn of the goveroment
offers no solution at ail to our outstanding
economie probiems. Hence 1 agree with the
statement contained in the cariier part of
the ameodment:
-that; the proposais subrnitted by the Minister
of Finance on M-Narcli 22 are entirely inadequate
to mieet the serions and acute situation prevail-
ing in Canada-

In one point I agree with the Minister of
Raiilvays; that is in his appeai tu the officiai
,opposition Io state their alternative proposais.
It seems to me the opposition have taken an
ýexceedingiy weak position in simpiy ealing
ettention to tiîc inadequacy of the govern-
ment's proposais wvhiie giving no alternative
programi at al. mcreiy caiiing for an election.
Lt is ail very weii to cal1 for an election, but
before the people clan inteiiigently decide any
matter at an ciection they should have a
definite alternative program plaoed before
them. The Liberais are not, piaying fa.ir with
tise electors uniess at this session of the house
they state deflnitciy thieir program.

Apparently once agaîn tue Minister of
Raiiw'ays wouid give the impression that pros-
perîty is just around the corner. I submit
that tue staternent of the Prime Minister in
bis radio addresses was much dloser to, the
real Lact of the situation. It wili be remcm-
bered that lie said:

Thie truth is disturbing. The wvorid is in
tragît circuinstances. The sigiis cf recovery are
few ami doîîbtful. 'The signs of trouble are
many. and they do not lessen.

If that is truc of the worid at large I
believe it is aiso truc of our own country.
The sigos of recovery are few and doubtfui;
the signs of trouble are many and they do
flot lessen. A review of the situation in

[Mr. Lapointe.]

Canada such as was inciuded in thse eariier
part of the budget speech wouid be hýardiy
complete unless it frankly stated that there
is continued stagnation in business, notwith-
standing thse array of statisties that are some-
times brought forth to the contrary. The
ordinary man on the street knows perfectiy
weli that he is stili on the very ragged edge
of things and that the present situation ils by
nc means satisfactory.

We are faced, net merely in this bouse but
aiso in the provinces and in the municipalities,
with mcunting debts. There seems te be no
way eut, and in addition we have a most
serious unempîcyment probiem, which is flot
lessening. Yesterday we had a cenference
of mayors meeting with a number of mem-
bers cf parliament, when they presented a
case-and I think a very strong case-for
immediate action on the part cf the dominion
gevernment. I have ne doubt that mest hon.
members have received from this body a com-
parative statement cf the relief situation in
Canadian municipalities i relation te muni-
cipal finances. It is net my intention to
burden the pages of ilansard with many of
the figures therein contained, but I should
like to direct attention to one or two significant
statements. In a total cf somne ninety cities
and tcwns in Canada we finid there is an
average cf 16-7 per cent cf thse entire pcpula-
tion on relief. Further, the ratio cf relief
expenditures in the municipalities te their
entire expenditure is 10-3. That is indeed a
very seiions situation. Mien, turning to thse
gross total of bondcd indebtedness cf ail
classes cf mutnicipalities we find that Canada
witiî a population cf 9,860,400 bas a gross
bonded municipal indebtedn-ess cf S1,385,-
071,100, or a per capita cf $140.47.

I believe no one could listen to the pres:ent-
itioc i adi' l:î-4 niglit by thse rcpcs entaiv\es
!Ild mavors without feeling sometlîing cf a
i)reatli cf n aliiî'v thal, i net very coîimion ie
t lîi> Illin-' cf Coulnloi4. Lt lias heicomie Illie
praci ice ici tiis cham>er te puit tflic best face
oni iiialtt(îis or. on flic ctlîcr lianîl, ho dlî:w an
.ýxaggra.ztcd picture of Ilic difficinities ilito

wiîicli I llc govcrnmient poiey lias brouglht ns.
l3ut hiem wzas a grcnp cf i epl enîg
pretty directir. as t' lesic put it alimost
lhalf the popmulation cf Canada. Sonie cf thcm
bionccl te cee party and sonie~ te anotîser.
lit, tlicy came direct fremi flic people and
frorn actiial problenis mrging thiat some action
ho takcn. Ie vicw cf flic visif, cf thiat delega-
tien, thse timing cf which I do not think lias
any politicai signiticance, I do flot, think wc,
eaui say that; the situation in Canada is at al
satisfactory. We have the growing debts and
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