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Governent's Right to Ofwie

Yesterdey, when you, Mr. Speaker, were
proposad for the office of Speaker of the
House, the riglit hon. leader of the opposition
said thst I could not speak as a member of
the governmant because thera was no govarn-
ment. 1 claima that my right hon. friend le
not the judga in this matter. Hale a na
of two hundrad and forty-fiva and the other
two hundrad, and forty-four have just. a
strong a voice in the selection of the executive
as my right hon. friand. 1 say that this
governmanit does net want to ramain in office

one day or one hour, unless the parliamant
of Canada approves of it. As I said, we
took the first occasion open to us tW acquaint
the Hus with the question bafora us. Wa
are discuesing the same issue on thea sxend-
ment of my right hon. friand, and it le juet
as agreeshie to me. It je important that the
issue should ha sattlad at once. Public offices
muet ba fiI1'd and the ordinary measures of
administration muet ha taken, and parliamant
baing now in session, thare le no reason why
the normal functions of government should
not ha rasumad and diecharged immediately.
The king~s govarnment muet carry on-

Some hon. MEMBERS: Oh, Oh.

Mr. LAPOINTE: I know tihe word is
foreign to my hon. friands and I will correct
it by eaying that whoever lsealected to carry
on the government is entitlad. to fair*play in
parliament and in tha country so0 long as the
governmant does its duty. Wa are an alected
chambar, a body of men sent here by the
people of Canada. We are equal and our
followars are equal. We recognize no master
and we have the right to decide this issue
which is placed befora us in a positive way.
We are here giving to the country and the
world the spectacle of a parliament which is
going to decide in full consoioueness of niind,
with moderation and coolness, what is te ha
done in the situation which has been ereated
by the recent election ini Canada. I appeal
to my western friende who are loyers of
demo-cracy, and I ask, what step oould ha
more democratic or more ini accord with the
spirit of rapresentative parlisrnent and repre-
sentative institutions. And I add that when
this vote is taken, whan the issue je settled,
no Canadian can deny that both government
and parliament have done their dutY ini the
matter. 1 hope that the discussion may ha
brief. We ail desire the situation te ha
regularized, in order th-at wa shaH have a
government rwith fuil1, 1norall and political
authority for the tasks, domestic, isnperiai
and international, that lie before it.

Canadian democraoY ie on trial. Will this
parliament ha the chaos that the traditional
opponents of popular causes describa it to be?
Wili parliamenitary authority ba frittered awaY
by petty squsl*.les? The government helieves
that, with a f6rm determination to carry on a
true national policy, we may rely on the
support of those who have been elected on a
platifonm of progress and reform, whierever they
are. The leader of the opposition seemed to
assume this aîternoon that any member of
the House who had as one of his opponants i
Liberal candidate should vote againat this
governmiant. Sir, there may be ail sorts of
speculations as to what this House was elected
for, but I dlaim that if thare ie one thing for
which the *majority cd the inembers of the
Housa have been electad, it is not for the
purpose of putting the right hon. leader of
the opposition at the haad of affairs. To use
the words of Mr. Asquith on a similar occa-
sion, by a vote against this resolution parlia-
ment does not give a blank choque to the
administration to do wbat they please with
the affairs of the country. Government will
ha li.mited entirely by the parlisrnentary con-
ditions which the election has created. In
legielation as well as in ail important matters
of administration, parliamnent is and will
ramain suprame; but aboya ahl it ie important
and necessary that the will of the people of
Canada should be axpressed in this conneotion,
and it is for the purpose of having the parlia-
ment oi Canada expr~ess the will of the people
tha.t t.his psrliament has been summoned for
the 7th day of January. By the verdict and
the decision of iiiy colleagues in thiis House
of Gommons 1 state that the govemmnt ie
wîlling to stand and will abide.

Mr. J. S. WOODSWORTH (Winnipeg North
Centre): In this struggle for office which in
taking place betwe-en the two old parties, it
is perhaps well that some of us who occupy an
independant position should express wha.t our
attitud-e must ba in regard to such matters.
First od ahl, may I say that the fact tihat my
colleague and I representing the Labour group
liera ara sitting on this side ci tihe House,
has no political significance whatever. Wa
prefer to eit amid the wide spaces on thi aide
of tjhe House te being crowded under thie
gallerias on the other sida. That is all tihe
significance it has. But 1 euggest that while
tihe seating accommodation here hue been ar-
rangad for two parties cmly and it thus re-
veals its inadequacies, there are atmo many
otiher ways in which the two party system is
ravealing anomalies and inadequacies. Look
at -the situation as wa face it to-niglit. The


