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a resolution somcwhat similar to this. My
hon. f riend the ex-Minister of Finance smiles
again. I will tell him that on looking up
the Hansard, I find that I did not vote on that
occasion. Hewever, I do not intend to bide
bebind that kind of an alibi. Had I voted I
would undoubt -edly bave voted against the
resolution contained ini what was then called
the Spinney bill. I will be quite frank with
the Bouse: I should have voted that way
bccause 1 mistrustcd the Tories. We were
on the eve of a general election, and know-
ing my Tory friende I was under the im-
pression that they would make of tbis bill
an instrument of political. corruption. I was
not aware at that time that every neok and
cranny cf the civil service had been filled
chock-full, se that not another man could be
got into the service anyway. Had they
wished to appoint any more tbey would have
had to create new departments and build an
annex to nearly ail the public buildings.

I want to protest agamast the feeling whicb
scems to be prevalent throughout the country
that polities should be eliminated from poli-
tics. We have heard from platforms innumer-
able that there is too much polities in
Canada. Now, as 1 understand polities, it is
the science of govermnent, and politicians are
those who devote more or less of their time
te looking after the aifairs of the public
There bas been througbout the country, and
more or less on the part of certain, hon.
gentlemen,-I speak with particular reference
to some of my hon. friends directly opposite-
a certain amount of desire expressed to do
away with pelitics and politicians, the impli-
cation being, I presumne, that my bon. fricnds
t.hemselves are net politicians but statesmen.
Now, I have ne ambitions to reach the
unattainable, and in this parliament and in
this country 1 would like te rcach whbit 1
tbink I can attain. I think that by.consider-
able study, hy hard werk, and by paying seme
attention te the wants of my constituents I
inay some day be adjudged a good politieian.
My censtituents themselvcs will ne doubt
judgc whether I am or net, and the resuits
of elections will show whether my ambitions
have been attained. But te endeavour te
reach a higher category, that cf statesman, is
1 think somewbat mere difficult because I
knew of few statesm6n who ever attained te
that high grade in the public service until
they had passed beyend, and then purely
mundane appreciatien is net of very much
use te them. Se, I would ask my hon. friends
te be a little more charitable te these of us
whe are.mere peliticians; te give us the bene-
fit cf the deubt and te imagine that we
sometimes try te de our best in the ceiin-

try's interests; to recognize that tht intereets
of this country are to some extent connected
with the interests of the parties wbich, we
sometimes uphold; and to feel that there is
no great virtue in heing the enly person to
hold an opinion, but that rather one can
obtain greater credit by being able to carry
out urgent reformns or te work in the best
interests of the country, and submerge at
times one's own personaiity and one's more
extreme opinions. I ask my hon. friends in
ail sincerity, and I ask other hon. members
also, te give to those of us who are what
might be called "party men" the credit for
thinking that we are doing our very best in
the interests of the country, and that we
think the country's interests will flot suifer
by carrying on a system of party politics.

Now, Sir, in conclusion inay 1 ask hon.
members to view this question f ree from.
prejudice, to discuss it calmly and quietly and
not be carried away by the shibboletbs of the
moment, such as we have heard, that there
should be no party polities, and to disc-ass
with us the question as to whether we would
have a more efficient service under which the
country's business would be more properly
carried on, and whether we are remaining
more true to the -real spirit of our constitu-
tion by keeping the law as it stands at pres-
cnt than by repealing it.

Rigbt Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime Minister): I am sorry that my right
hon. friend the leader of the Opposition (Mr.
Meigben) could not sec bis way to permit
the hon. member for Quebec South (Mr.
Power) to present his resolution to the Bouse
in the form. whicb most appealed to his'
mature consideration and best judgment. I
think that privilege ought to have been ac-
corded my hon. friend, because it must be
apparent from bis remnarks to which we have
just listened that the intention as expressed
in the resolution as it stands is different from.
the intention as it would have been expressed
had he been allowed to offer the resolution in
the amended form suggested. As the reselu-
tion stands it is a motion for the abolition of
the Civil Service Act. I need hardly say
that in that form bis motion would not be
acceptable to the government. 1 think it
would be a great mistake to repeal the Civil
Service Act. The Civil Service Commission,
of course, is the main feature of the act and,
I imagine, the one to which. attention is being
particularly directed. On tbe other hand I
should like to associate myscîf with my hon.
friend in much that he said about the im-
portance of maintaining ministerial responsi-
bility, and having governmnent by a respon-


