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different districts who, besides giving in-
formation to the farmers, co-operate with
the representatives of the departments of
agriculture in the various provinces. These
different varieties of rot are dealt with by
proper spraying. In the first place, there
is a careful selection of seed. which is
examined for traces of the disease. Having
assured yourself that you have good seed
a rotation of crops should be followed so
that you shall not next year plant potatoes
on land that has been infected with one of
these diseases. Place that land under
some other crop and follow out a regular
rotation. By following a rotation, adopting
proper spraying, and making careful selec-
tion of the seed the matter can be remedied
to a very great extent.

Mr. MICHAUD: Are there inspectors
in the Maritime Provinces who are taking
charge of importations of potato seed?
Because sometines bad seed is brought in
from the United States and it is highly
desirable that our growers should be pro-
tected against such seed.

Mr. TOLMIE: We have a regular system
of inspection of seeds, and the persons
purchasing these seeds must protect them-
selves to the best of their ability, or con-
sult our men and secure information from
many of our establishments where they can
get it for nothing. The information will
be given to them freely and they will be
instructed to purchase their seeds from
those districts where good seed is pro-
curable. There are certain sections of Can-
ada where it is easily possible, to obtain
clean, pure seed, particularly in the newer
districts-seed produced from plants grown
on new land. By following the simple
rules which I have indicated the farmer can
protect himself fully. In addition to that
we shall be glad at any time to furnish in-
formation in the shape of printed matter
with regard to these potato diseases. To
secure that information the farmer need
only make application to the Central Ex-
perimental Farm.

Mr. CURRIE: I may say that the grow-
ing of potatoes is quite an industry in the
riding which I represent, and it is a mark-
ed success. The Ontario Government have
published a pamphlet on the growing of
potatoes, describing how to take the seed
and dip it in a solution that will destroy
any germs that may be present in the seed.
After the potatoes are planted, the growers
are told how to treat them with solutions-
for instance Bordeaux mixture and ar-
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senate of lead. That is what they now
employ largely instead of paris green where
it is desired to grow potatoes in any quan-
tity. The pamphlet referred to is an excel-
lent one, and gives full particulars to any-
one who wishes to grow potatoes. I do not
know whether the pamphlet is published
in French or not; nor I do not know whe-
ther the federal Department of Agriculture
has published a pamphlet of a similar
character. I believe they have issued one
which is virtually the same. I am sure that
the information given to the farmers in
these pamphlets has increased the quantity
of potatoes grown per acre fully fifty per
cent. It istnow known, after experimental
work, that when potatoes have been treat-
ed several times with the common Bor-
deaux mixture there is no likelihood of
danger to them at all, no matter what the
soil conditions were previously. That
shows the good work which has been done
by these institutions to which I ain allud-
ing and speaks well for them. I have list-
ened to a great deal of criticism from hon.
members opposite with respect to the work
of the Department of Agriculture since
these Estimates have been under considera-
tion'. It is the first time in my experience
in the House that a Minister of Agricul-
ture has been criticized in this way or has
been found fault with on account of the
amount of money which he bas expended.
Now, I hope that no hon. member in this
Chamber will find fault with the money
spent in this direction. The Central
Experimental Farm at Ottawa alone, by
reason of its discovery of Marquis
wheat has added some millions of dollars
to the value of the grain crop of
Canada; in fact it has yielded results that
would pay for the cost of the farm more
than a thousand times. Then, too, through
the discovery of Banner oats by the On-
tario Department of Agriculture, thou-
sands of bushels of oats have been added
to the,oat acreage of Canada, and sufficient
money derived therefrom to pay for the
entire work of that department. I speak
of the work performed by the department
of the province of Ontario because I was
associated for some time after I entered
parliamentary life with the former Minis-
ter of Agriculture of the province, Hon.
James Duff, who recently died. It may be
a surprise to many members in this House
to know that to the late Hon. James Duff
is due the credit of establishing the system
of district representatives which is result-
ing in so much good to the cause of agri-
culture not only in Canada but in the
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