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gri,,n question, anc in totalling up the ainoint
apilied for up to the present, it was announced
that approximately a quarter million bnshels
of ail grains is needed in the Saskatoon land
ohePi district. The Dominion Government is
not onîly lelping with regard to the land which
failed to produce a crop last season, but is
anxious to see tîat every farner gets grain
enougi to seed every acre lie can possibly get
imrler crop for the coming year.

I do not mean to argue that the Govuin-
ment is responsible for every item that ap-
pears in elle of its party newspapers. Bit
it is responsible for the letter sent out by
its commissioner in Winnipeg on which
th0ee articles are largely based and iby
reaon of which the people have beei led
to believe that they were goinl to get seed
g ;ïil.

If came as a shoek when, on Jaiuary Il,
a iater was circulated throuhout the prov-
ine of Saskatchewan, sent out by the Con-
iissioner of Immigration in Winnipeg, in
wlici lie withdraws altogether, in meaning
if ot in direct ternis, the letter of October
14. We were led to believe, in October,
Noecmber and December, and even up to
the middle of January, that we were going
to obtain seed grain in abundance, whether
we were on patented or unpatented lands,
andi whetber inside or outside the drouth-
strIeken area. Here is the letter, which,
as f bave said, was a shock to tho people:

Arrangements have been made to supply seed
gri to all who have lost their crop, whether
on ni: eatented or patented land, in the follow-

g rea:

'ien it describes the drouth-stricken area
as described by the Department of the In-
terior. Atany rate, for three months the
position was taken by every person in
Saskatchewan, including the Dominion
Government officials, that seed grain would
be supplied, and I say we bad a right to
go on that assumption. If the man occupy-
ing the position of Commtissioner of Immi-
gration in Winnipeg sends out statements
which the people of the province or others
canînot rely upon, wiere are we to look for
correct information P The Governmsent can-
not urge such an excuse. This letter
wlich, as I say; cane as a shock te the
people, said that the supply of seed grain
would be econfined to the people in the
drouth-stricken area. I have copies of let-
ters here addressed to applicants by the
Conmissioner of Immeigration, in reply, ap-
parently, to requests sent in by men outside
the drouth-stricken area. The first is a
letter dated January 12, addrussed te Mr.
T. W. Whittaker. Salvador. This gentleman

r. W. M. Marlin.

is within tie drouth-stricken area, but, un-
fortunately for hlim, is on patented land.
The letter says:

In answer to your letter to the Departmient
of Agriculture, Regina, I have to state that
this department is only making an advance
of seed grain to needy homesteaders on un-
patented land and who lost their crop through
sorne ca.anity. All others will require to look
to their local municipality or to their Provin-
cial Governnent for assistance in the matter of
seed grain.

That contains a mis-statement of fact, be-
cause tie letter referred to says that: " the
department is only naking an advance of
seed grain to needy homesteaders on un-
patented land, and who lest their crop
througli sone calamity." So far as the
drouth-stricken area is concerned, that is
not correct, because they were then supply-
ing seed grain in the drouth-stricken area
to the holders of both patented and un-
patented lands.

I have inother letter here of the l9th of
January, fron the Commssionîer of Immi-
gration to MUr. D. B. Martin:

Referring to your application for ain advance
of seed grain, I have to inform you that this
department is only making an advance of sce-l
grain to those in your district who are on un-
patented land.

I note from your application that you only
hold patented land, and it is with regret, there-
fore, I have to inform you that your applica-
tion cannot receive considera.ion. You will re-
quire to look to your local municipality or to
your Provincial Government for assistance in
the matter of seed grain.

The position in certain parts of that
province to-day, owing to the people having
been misled, is one of confusion, even of
chaos. The records of the department and
the records of the Department of Agriculture
at Regina and Edmonton would indicate
that there are thousands of applications
from farmers outside the drouth-stricken
area in both provinces for seed grain,
perhaps more in Saskatchewan than in
Alberta. These men have all been led to
believe that they would get seed grain. They
have gone on that assumeption, and to-day
I say they are entitled to seed grain.

I have here a book which I obtained since
coming to Ottawa a few days ago, published
by the Dominion Department of Agriculture,
calied " Patriotism and Production." It
is a very admirable publication and contains
mïany statements of value to the people of
Canada, whether imembers of the agricul-
tural population or otherwise. In looking
over that book I find, over te signature of
the M oiit'r ef Arlriculture. this statement:


