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ada is wiped ont. If protectiopl is wiped
out in Canada and the United States as
against -one another if ýwe have free trade
across the border and a common tariff
against the rworld, how long will it be before
politicai union will follow?

.When we are counting up the coàt, Mr.
Chairman, we must flot lose sight of the
fact that we lose oui fiscal indepandence.
That has been discussed a good deal this
afternoon and denied; nevertheless, the fact
reinains true. This is not a treaty, says the
Finance Minister; it is a pact -whicb may be
changcd at wiil. Well, hie has read to us
this alternoon fromn thjs blue-boQk, and hie
bas told us that we shahl be absoiuteiy
free to make any change in the tariff of
Canada that we see fit; that both countries
that are at the present time partics to this
arrangement shahl be able to make, any
change they like at any time. Let us see
if that really la so. Snpposing that this
tariff arrangement has b3en in affect for
five years, that we find that-it iniures us,
and we desire to malie a change; the mo-
ment we do so the Americans resort to re-
prisais, and every interest in Canada that
stands to lose by these reprisais f alla upon

this government or the governrent that may
replace it and Baya: You must flot sacri-
fi-ce us, and the government says: Ah, but
it is only a littie thing. And so they grin
and bear it. And step by step there will
be tîhat constant encroachment. It is the
oid s:tory of the camai and the tent,-the-
camai gets one foot in first, then his second
foot, then his shouider, then his, baad, and
soon the camel is entireiy in the tent and
there is no0 room for anybody ailse. Or, if the
Americans are the ones who are injured and
they desire a change shall we dare to make
any reprisais? Did we dare make any re-
prisais iast ýspring when they thr8atened us
with the big stick? Not at ail. Shall we dare
to make reprisais? No. there wouid be too
many Canadians who wouid be. seriousiy.
injured. And so we will grin and bear it.
And I do not sae how, Mr. Speaker, if this
goes into affect and great avenues of trade
are created flowing north and south in-
stead of east and west, I do not see bow
it wiii be possible for us to take back any-
thing we have given because the whip hand
wiil be with the larger partnar and the
stronger partuer can threaten ns and make
us suifer any time. Oui -fiscal indepen-
denca henceforth-aithough. on paper I ad-
mit we have absolute freedom-- -oui fiscal in-
dependence 'henceforth wilI be in the hands
of the authorities at Washington. They can
hurt us and they can hnrt us severely; we
can hurt them but very little and do our
very worst. Is it wisa to put ail our eggs
into, one basket and then leave the carrying
of that basket to those whose interest it
rnay ba to let the basket dropP What would
be the worst loss that we could in-
fiict upon themP It would be to take

away a market of fromn eight to, ten millions
of people; the bass tbey could infiict on us
wouid be to taka away a market of ninety
or a hundred millions of people on oar-
tain commodities which by that .time had
begun to, flow in that direction. They could
injure us infiniteiy more than we could in-
jure tham, and whan_ they see fit to do so
they have a leverage upon us-a leverage
upon oui commercial and political future
the strength of which it is bard even fiow to
begin to realize. How can thare, be any
stability or any permanence under such
circumstýances? There is actually no stop-
ping place until you have reached lhe place
where you have complete commercial union
and the iarger partner dominates the policy
of botb.

Now, there is another price we are called
upon to, psy. We are called on to give up
our export identity. We bave special ad-
vantages in Canada for raising certain
articles for export and this paternai gov-
arnment has endeavoured in a very large
measure to educate oui people to make the
most of these speciai advantages. We bave
a rich soil, plenty of rainf ail, a cool cli-
mate, so that there are certain things that
wa can produce admirably. We have gone
in for export business and spant very large
suma of money in improving oui mathods,
and in randaring it possible for our comn-
modities to reacli the marketi of the world.
The excellent quaiity of oui products
has beconue recognized. The Canadian
name is worth somathing when stamped
on a box of cheesa or a barrai of
apples. But, hereafter it wiil bave no value
in excess of the value that may be gîven
to, the mixed commodity of the North
American continent. Wheat so carefully
graded and guardad hitharto wili go down
to Duluth or else to Buffalo and fluera it
will be mixed with the inferior American
grades and exported from a UJnited
States port as grain fromn North America.
The mixture and export of this grain will
make such a tbing -as Manitoba No. 1 bard
and No. 1 Northern disappear; in the future
thare w*ili be nô such thing, 'but there 'wili
be substituted for it a mixture that rwili go
abroad as, whaat fromt the North Asmerican
continent, and the puice wiil fail according-
ly. That mixture will enter into compati-
thon with the mixture from, Argentina and
Australia, and Canadian whaat wiil be only
what its value is to tone up, the waaker miax-
ture of ithe other countries. Taka oui
cheesa as another exaiupia. We bave been
woiking with a great deal of energy to se-
cure a reputation for Canadian cheese in
the British market. We bave given tbemn
an honeat article; we have repiaced the
Ameériean article by the very honesîty of oui
product. But, no'w, the chease factorias of
both countries can ship indiscriminately
through their ports, and it wiii bo
perfectly impossible heraafter to get Cana-


