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interest in the forthcoming treaty of peace. (Hear, hear.) Coming to 
the position of Canada, it was but right her relations towards the 
United States should receive attention. President Grant had spoken 
of it as a semi-independent position and there was truth in this view 
of it. Doubtless it was on this account that we had been continually 
and systematically subjected to offensive remarks and ill judged 
acts of administration from the people of the United States. The 
inhabitants of this country had reason for complaint on this head, 
but were not willing to submit to ill will or aversion with the object 
of forcing them from their present constitutional position. That 
policy he for one repudiated in the strongest possible terms, and he 
announced his strongest opposition to yielding any of our rights to 
an arrogant demand from them. (Hear, hear.) If we were to 
maintain an independent position on this continent we must 
cultivate that natural love of liberty which prevailed in our midst, 
and maintain our natural rights intact.  

 It was for this reason he desired to have the correspondence 
relating to this question brought down. He desired to know whether 
an attempt had been made by the Imperial Government to force 
negotiations upon us, with an object naturally hostile to our rights. 
The hon. member who seconded the address expressed a hope that 
the matter of the Fenian movement would be brought down before 
the Joint Commission. If it were to be discussed by them, he saw no 
indication of it. He had read all the information he could find 
relating to it, and no mention of our claims appeared in it. If it were 
so, the British Minister at Washington was much to blame. Nothing 
could be more arrogant and ridiculous than the claims put forward 
by the President of the United States to the free navigation of the St. 
Lawrence. The instances referred to by the President were all cases 
which were settled by treaty. He (Mr. Mackenzie) was disposed to 
giving all facilities to the commerce of our neighbours, but he was 
not disposed to concede to them as a right what was manifestly an 
unjust claim.  

 With regard to the fishery question, he believed that it was an 
unwise concession to give up for a moment our claim to the 
headland boundary line. He was not able to congratulate the House 
on the condition of affairs in Manitoba. If he were asked to 
congratulate them that the men who had rebelled against the 
Government of Canada were the very ones who had received 
offices and held power, that loyal men had been rigorously 
excluded from places of trust, and that the murderers of poor Scott 
were still at large, he might congratulate the House. He was not in 
favour of punishing the poor dupes of a few designing men, but he 
believed that the men who had been guilty of stirring up rebellion 
and executing an innocent man should not be allowed to go free of 
punishment. He would simply recall the past to say that these men 
should receive the punishment they deserved, and to say that the 
men who had been loyal to Canada should not be excluded from 
places of honour and trust.  

 He would now refer to the recent additions which had been made 
to the Cabinet. The hon. member for Cumberland had gone before 
his constituents and made some remarkable statements to them. He 
(Mr. Mackenzie) held in his hand a copy of the speech referred to, 
and he would just read a portion of it to the House. It would be 
noticed that the hon. gentleman with characteristic modesty had 

spoken of his own great services to the Government, and to the 
country at large. (Here Mr. Mackenzie read an extract from the 
speech, commenting on it humorously amid the laughter of the 
House.) The hon. member for Cumberland had boasted that he had 
secured an increase of his following. That he brought with him 
fifteen members to the support of the Government. He 
congratulated the hon. member on his increasing influence. He was 
pleased also to notice the friendship which had grown up between 
his hon. friend and the hon. member for Hants. Times had changed 
since the two hon. members were opposed to each other. He (Mr. 
Mackenzie) made these statements in order that the speech of the 
hon. member from Cumberland should receive the publicity it 
deserved. The Ministerial journals seemed to have slighted the hon. 
member in this matter. None of them published it. It was true the 
Ottawa Times in a short paragraph had remarked that it was too 
important to be passed over without notice. The speech, it was 
evident, was never intended to circulate outside of Cumberland.  

 After referring to the course which the Government pursued 
towards the hon. member for North Lanark, Mr. Mackenzie spoke 
at some length on the subject of the Intercolonial Railway, and the 
causes which led to the ultimate choice of the Northern Route. The 
hon. member for North Lanark had given a very full explanation in 
his pamphlet, recently published, of this matter. (Here Mr. 
Mackenzie read an extract from the pamphlet referring to it). While 
he (Mr. Mackenzie) looked with regret at the great loss to the 
country caused by the choice of the Northern Route, he was not 
sure that the Dominion had not derived some gain since certain 
members of the Government had been induced to acquiesce in the 
acquisition of the North-West Territory. He spoke at some length of 
the Fenian raid of last spring. He could not believe that the United 
States Government had exercised all their influence to prevent that 
raid. During last year, in Utah the Mormons organized a militia 
force and commenced to drill them openly. They were at once put 
down by the State authorities. Now, he contended that the 
municipal authorities on the frontier, if they had been disposed to 
deal with Canada in a friendly spirit, might have treated the Fenians 
in a similar manner. If they possessed the power in the one case, 
they certainly did in the other. The Government at Washington had 
certainly acted in the most prompt and friendly manner as soon as 
representations were made to them by the Canadian authorities.  

 In conclusion he would say that every member should recognize 
constituted authority and, in everything that related to the welfare of 
the country, the Government should have the earnest and cordial 
support of the Opposition. On the other hand, he should lose no 
opportunity, as he was bound to do in his position in the House, to 
point out the grievous results of the present administration on the 
interests of the country.  

 (Cheers.) 

 Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said the hon. member for 
Lambton in his anxiety to fill up his half hour speech, as Leader of 
the Opposition found it necessary to take up the election speech of 
the hon. member for Cumberland and criticize it. If the hon. 
gentleman had had anything in his mind that he thought he could 
bring out against the Government, he would have done so; but the 




