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affecting Southern Africa that this organization has been pronouncing itself on for
decades. | was speaking earlier of the dynamics of change in human affairs, and of the
futility of resisting the strength of human aspiration for self-determination. But in
South Africa, in 1981, resistance to change has increased. | have no doubt that justice
will come for the victims of racism in South Africa, for the majority, whose human
dignity is abused in an affront to us all. | sympathize with the impatience of those
who shudder at abiding any longer — for another generation, another decade or two —
the oppression of apartheid. But | counsel wisdom in choosing methods of promoting

the freedom of these people for we must not let differences over tactics serve to
weaken our unity in that purpose.

In Namibia, too, the intransigence of the South African government remains the
sole obstacle to a negotiated settlement. Qur only goal is to enable the Namibian
people to gain their independence at last and the right to a free and fair election
in which all Namibians can take part under UN supervision. Canada supports uncon-
ditionally Security Council Resolution 435 and the UN Settlement Plan, and we have

been active, particularly in the “contact group” and with African states, in pursuing
this goal.

In the Middle East, there is also conflict, and at its centre the Arab-Israeli dispute,
as old as the UN itself. We cannot afford further delay in moving towards a negotiated
settlement to this generations-old conflict, in which all the interested parties must
participate. Israelis and Palestinians have legitimate rights and concerns which must be
taken into account. Israel’s quest for security and recognized boundaries, and the
right to be fully accepted by its neighbours, can be met only in a political, not a
military, framework. The same holds true for the legitimate rights of the Palestinians,

including their right to a homeland within a clearly-defined territory, the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip.

| therefore urge all the parties concerned to summon the vision and will required to
take decisions which are as necessary as they are difficult. Among the areas where

progress is urgently needed, none is more pressing than measures to ensure that the
Middle East will remain free of nuclear weapons.

Another early concern of the United Nations is the Korean peninsula. There, too, the
Secretary-General is performing a useful good-offices role. We are encouraged by the
recent initiatives by the Republic of Korea for dialogue and reconciliation without
conditions, and for the greater integration of the peninsula into the international
community.

The United Nations is also playing a valuable role in Cyprus where peacekeeping and
peacemaking are proceeding in parallel under the Secretary-General’s leadership. We
hope that the approaches now being considered in negotiations between the two com-
munities will lead to the just and lasting comprehensive settlement they both desire.

It is in Cyprus that the oldest and largest of Canada’s present peacekeeping con-
tingents is serving. Twenty-five years after the introduction of UN peacekeeping
forces to world affairs, | see the Cyprus force as accomplishing an important role

Bureau of Information, Department of External Affairs, Ottawa, Canada

Tk takrkin it >0 s ki QU

koo L Sl A

CREN e BN e

[T




