
I want to express my warmest thanks to Mr . MacDonald
for his generous introduction on behalf of Canada and I
want to thank you too for the warmth of your welcome to me .
I may say that it is not anything more than Iwould have
expected from a family gathering of this sort . Nevertheless,
it is reassuring for us in Canada to know that our role in
the Commonwealth is known and is appreciated in such a way
as was outlined by our chairman . ,

It .is always for me, of course, a great pleasur e
to return to London, particularly so when I have the opportunity,
as now, to speak to such a distinguished group as the Royal
Commonwealth Society . Some weeks ago, when Mr . MacDonald an d
I had the good fortune -- at least from my point of view --
of spending several hours together travelling to and from
Kenya, we discussed the Commonwealth at great length and
talked about its future and the impact that it may be abl e

to have on world affairs in•general . When he was-good enough
to invite me to address this distinguished body, I of course
accepted at once and I,am'very pleased that my schedul e
on this occasion was mutually satisfactory and we were able
to arrange this get=together .

That was the easy .part of it for me in terms of
accepting . What has been, and continues to be difficult for
me, is'to know precisely what I ought to talk about in relation
to the Commonwealth . There are literally an endless numbe r
of aspects of Commonwealth relations that deserve in each
case rather a detailed examination and that, of course, woul d
be quite`impossible given the time constraints and your patience .
At the same•time, I consulted with my dear old friend and
colleague, PaulMartin, who .emphasized that it was a family
affair and who advised me'against a prepared text or any sort
of 'learned discourse on a certainaspect of Commonwealth-relations
and said : "Why don't you just give them, as it were,off th e
top of your-head, some of Your own

.
personal impressions and

some of your own views?" Andthat, therefore, is. what I

propose to do . In the meantime, I ought to say parenthetically
that I hope I can avoid the,tired old generalizations and
the rather weary platitudes that we have been h'earing over
the years about the Commonwealth and I may say that I'm a
bit of an expert on that subject . It suddenly occurred to
me this morning for the first time in half a century literally
that my earliest, very first public appearance,was when I won
an oratorical contest as a young boy, reciting a thin g
called "Children of the Empire" and, you know, I dredged up
out of history this morning that particular incident and also
realized, in recalling a few lines from it, how much things
have changed and how important it is for us in these day s
to understand the distinction between the old British Empire ,
as we used to call it in those days, and the present Commonwealth
of Nations .

I think it is rather unfortunate in some respects
that some of the more articulate people on this subject have
not yet made that distinction. I have a great sympathy and

.

. . .2


