
as exists with regard to the Russian or American nuclear arsenals. Sucli a
degree of transparency would cali into question the survivability of China' s
nuclear weapons. Accordingly, a better political climate will be necessary
before China can be more transparent."2

I other words, military transparency for China can only proceed step by step, and cai
neyer achieve the degree compared to the United States because of China's weaker military
forces."3 The purpose of transparency is to enhance confidence and trust, flot to obtain
unavailable information. In other words, the aim of increasing transparency should be to
enhance security rather undermine it.24 And transparency itself is not a panacea and should
go hand-in-hand with other efforts in promoting political trust and a peaceful envîroniment.

Asia Pacific and Chinas~ Regional Agenda
China's basic assessment of the security situation in post-Cold War Asia Pacific is a
dialectic one. On the one hand, the security environment in the region is characterized as
stable and peaceful, with economic development being the priority for most countries; on
the other hand, there remain factors of uncertainty and sources of instability, highlighted by
the recent economie crisis ini the region and political and social unrest in a number of
countries. Within sucb contexts, the establishment of a new political order in the region,
according to, Chinese analysts, requires the following: (1) resolving existing conflicts and
preventing new ones; (2) promotiÎfg regional ams control and disarmament; (3)
establishing state-to-state relations based on the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence; (4)
respecting ecd country's right to decide its own course of democratization conducive to
political stability; (5) promoting regional economic cooperation and prosperity; and (6)
setting up regional security dialogues based on regional speciflcities.21

This rhetoric aside, what lias really transpired over the past few years is the fact that
balance of power features prominently in Chinese thinking about the post-Cold War order


