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SULPIIURIC ACID GIANT PLANT

Plans are well advanced to build the. largest
metallurgical, gas-based, sulphuric-acld plant la the
world In the heart of Canada's nickel beit, it was
announced recently in a joint statement by The
International Nickel Company of Canada, Limlted,
and Canadien Industries Limlted.

The plant is to be entirely financed by INCO at
a cost of almost $20 million. It is belng undertaken,
coin ci dental ly with expansion of the irQn-ore-recovery
plant and tihe construction of a new nickel refinery,
to prevent the plant complex becoming a source of
air pollution, not only from sulphur dioxide but also
fromn dust. AUl dust must b. removed as a prerequisite
to sulphuric acid production.

The suiphurio acid plant is part of an environ-
mental-control program, costlng about $40 million,
that is being undertaken by International Nickel in
the Sudbury area. In another phase of the program, a
1,250-foot stack, with associated precipitation equlp-
ment, is being built in Copper Cliff at a cost of
$15 million.

The plant, which will have a production capaci-
ty of 2,300 tons of acid a dey, will be an adjunct to
CIL's present sulphuric acid complex. The fourth
plant la the complex, it will increase production of
sulphuric acid f rom INCO smelter gases at Copper
Cllff to a total of 5,000 tons a day.

CIL a starteci the engineering of the. new pro-
ject, but tenders have not yet been called and no
contracts h ave been awarded. Completion is scie-
duled for the second half of 1972.

WORLD MARKETS

Markets for the output of the. new plant wilU b.
largely overseas, and the operation will include a
number of strate gically-placed distribution depots to
be built at addltlonal cost. Tics. wlll b. servlced
from Copper Cllff by unit trains. At least one of the
depots will be on tide-water, givlng Vear-round access
by sea to world markets.

CIL inaugurated la 1967 the firet unit-train
shuttie service to transport sulphurlc acid from thc
Copper Cliff works, and this service will also b.
used la connection with the new plant.

SULPHURIC ACID IN CANADA

A pioncer in Canada la the production of sulphuric
acid and liquid suiphur dioxide f rom sulphur-bearing
gases, CIL' completed its f irst unit on the INCO
site to manufacture acld from this raw material ia
1930. Since that time, recovery of suîphur values
from INCO's smelter gases has been expanded at an
ever-increasifng rate.

Manufacture of Uiquid sulphur dioxide began on
the. INCO site in 1952. Sulphuric acid operations
there were expanded la 1957, 1963, and 1967. Tiie
plant that came into production la 1967 witi a ca-
pacity of 1,400 tons a day was at that ie tie
largest of its klnd la the world. In contrast, the new
plant will have a daily capacity of 2,300 tons. This
steady expansion is the. result of collaboration be-
tween INCO and CIL and a program of process de-
velopment and marketing and distribution innocation.
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