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organizations can help promote transparency and confidence-building
measures that reduce excessive stockpiling of conventional weapons. We
shall work with others for effective and responsible export controls on arms
and sensitive dual-use goods and technologies.

Promoting New Approaches

7. New approaches are needed in the UN and elsewhere to deal with emerging
global challenges such as environmental degradation, unsustainable
population growth, mass displacement of victims of conflict and involuntary
migration across borders. Initiatives such as the UN Secretary General's
Agenda for Development that highlight the linkages between economic,
social and political issues could make an important contribution to
international stability. We commit ourselves to working with other Member
States to build on it. We also recognize the importance of non-governmental
organizations in the UN's work on economic and social development,
including human rights and humanitarian assistance, and believe that greater
coordination of their efforts with those of the UN and other organizations
would benefit the world community. We reiterate our firm belief in the
necessity for the international community to promote efficient means to

• respond promptly to humanitairian emergencies, and support the work of the
WEU in this area.

8. Respect for the rights of the individual is at the heart of a durable, secure
and prosperous international order. We will work to promote good
governance and democratic accountability, which are the surest guarantees
of respect for universal human rights and fundamental freedoms. We
condemn all forms of discrimination and intolerance, including aggressive
nationalism and the mistreatment of persons belonging to minorities. We call
upon all States to protect the rights set out in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, and to ratify and comply fully with international Covenants
and other multilateral human rights instruments. We reaffirm our support for
the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and his coordinating role on
human rights throughout the UN system. We call for the strengthening of
international mechanisms of accountability for human rights violations, and
on governments to cooperate fully with courts, tribunals and investigative
commissions, including on the effective pursuit of individual cases within the
bounds of international and domestic law.

9. We restate our resolve to defeat all forms of terrorism. Following recent
outrages, we agree to share more intensively our experiences of, and lessons
learned from, major terrorist incidents, and to strengthen our cooperation in

• all areas of counter-terrorism, including research and technology. We call
upon all States that assist terrorists to renounce terrorism and to deny


