
The objective of the Record of 	- • 
Performance Program is to genetically  • 
improve.  the population for traits of  great-
est economic importance. Performance 
testing of these traits is a process that dis-
tinguishes genetic_differences among ani-
mals by measuring .-the performance of an 
individual or an individual's offspring. In 
the firsi case, genetic differences are iden-- 
tified by the relative diffeience of the 
individual's performance compa.red with 

- its contemporaries. In the latter Case, an . 
individual is evaluated geneticall3r by the 
performance of its progeny compared 
with progeny of other bulls or cows. The 
individual performance test is generally 
favoured for 'traits that can be easily 	• - 
measured and have >relatively high herit-
ability. The individual performance test 
also allows more rapid genetic evaluation; 

The progeny test is useful for the -evalua-
tion of impôrted or other untested bulls 
and for the evaluation of traits of low 
heritabilitY. It can also serve to monitor, 
the performance of cal-yes of previously. 
proven bulls and over the years to provide 
more accurate information on sires. 

The National ROP Program for beef 
cattle encompasses three levels of testing: 
home testing, station testing of bulls, and 
progeny testing (which is the basis for the 
Sire Monitoring Prrigram). The overall 
governing body of the ROP Program is a 
National A.dvisory Board for  Beef Cattle 
Improvement. It includes federal and pro-
vincial government personnel, purebred 
and commercial producers, and researchers 
and représentatives from other segments 
of the beef cattle industry, such as meat 
packers. 

The home test evaluates the perfor-
mance of animals in a producer's herd. 
This program provides producers with an 
objective basis for within-herd selection of 
both male and female breeding stock. In 
smaller herds, it pertains primarily to the 
selection of females, as male selection is 
much rnore limited. 

The traits that are recorded and 
evaluated on the Home Test Program are 
as follows: 

cow defects 

calving ease 

calf condition at birth 

2. GROWTH TRAITS 

1. MATERNAL AND REPRODUCTIVE 
TRAITS 

e calving interval 

• birth weight 

• adjusted 200-day weight 

• average daily gain (birth to weaning) 

• average dailY gain (on 165-day feeding 
period) 

• adjusted 365-day weight 


