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The Washington Conference
The International conf erence now taking place

in Washington f5or the purpose of bringinýg about
the limitation of armaments niay or may not be
successful in itselýf, but the fact thut the civilized
nations of the world, through their accredited re-
presentatives, are actually discussing means towards
that end is a strong indication of the desire of ail
peoples bo end war. The Canadian represe-ntative,
Sir Robert Borden, in a recent stateinent well epito-
mized the situation as folilows:

"Continued competition in armaments as-
suredly brings nations to the path that leads
to the ultimate disintegration of existing civili-
zation, the, foundaitions of which have alrea-dy
been rudely shaken. IIow ean it be otherwise
if, bo those who ask for bread, civilization gives
armaments? In the boundary between Canada
and the United States, unfoÉtified for more
than a century, gave by a common trust which
has never been violated, and in the intimate
friendship w'hich that just confi'dence has main-
tained and ýsrengtheneid, we have given to
humanity a lesson which ought neyer te be
forgotten in the det-ermination of this suprefle
question."
'To illustrate the cost of armarnents we may

take an upt-aebtlsi whlch costs approxi-
tuately $40,000,000, or the price of 8,000 cottages
at a cost of $5,000 each. . -Sr h plng Up of
araet isflotolyOJ ana rdity on the faceof
it but ani iuault to the intligence and comtnon
sene of the comrpeople of the civ1ized nations.
Fortunately the wo>rld's prs as taken a strong
stand in the. c nne. Not content with merely

reprtig te pocedinspublications of every
kind axe laigtheir redr to think offly of one

thing, and that is peace, and no delegate dare take
any other stand because of the publiclY expressed
opinion.

The British Empire, with a larger re -spon-
sibility than any other two nationis combined, has
through its spokesman accepted the principles laid
down by Presiýdent Harding -and Secretary Hughes
of the United States, and so, too, has France, the
principjal sufferer by the war;-but if those prinýciples
are to be lived uýp bo, every citizen Must 80 baiek them
Up that every tinte the jingois3tic spirit is shown in
any counltry i wilI be immilediately quenýched by
publie opinion throu'gh a. responsible pr~ess.

Thlanks to the urtderstanding wi'th the United
States, we in Canada have no oostly armamnnts
to keep up in normal timnes, and possib4y if it had
not been for the late War which brought homne to
eaoh one of us its terrible cost, we wiould har<lly
appreciate what disarmament means. But in the
Old Country, where the per capita cost of arma-
ments is the biggest of all counitries, disarmament
hbas a significant meaninig to the taxpayer.

Civilization to-d~ay stanids for something more
than huge armies and navies. The war has
taught ali peoples its futility in securing national
happiness or even lin guýaraaiteeing natural safety,
andi no one knows this better than our late enemies.
The commzon sense of uanýkin<1 is bglnnng te
realize that arbitration between natioQns is more
dignifieçi than war-,ad infntel1y cheaper.

HEow van we ever hope to overcome our housing
shortage as long as we ablow fire to destroy one-
fourth of the buildings we buid every year? The
anhwer is-RBuMl so it won't burn.


