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Woman and Her Interests —,
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HER EXCELLENCY

: HE social life of a country is
quite closely associated with
its politics and statesman-
manship, and this is true of
Canada, as of older coun-
tries. The Canadian ecapital
during the session of Parlia-
ment is at the same time a
sort of social centre, and
this again centres around
e Rideau Hall, the ofﬁci.al re-
¢ Gosv (.>f the quernor-Generul. The mistress
thus 69111rr}ent House, as it is usually called,
% Soéfell'els_es a wide-reaching influence on
ak mla life of the country, and, indeed,
8 i ay be looked upon as a recognition of
Portance of her position has been made

Side

that Ig}ilng Edward’s recent announcement
tive I € wife of His Majesty’s representa-

i hep Canad:d may be styled Her Excellency,
tesy. OWn right, instead of merely by cour-

1 :
andhsnng?es of Her Excellency are unofficial
and gy, ned, but they are none the less real
out manerou_s’. and they have been through-
fulﬁlled yDre_‘glmes faithfully and graciously
Sessiona.] t.u'rlng the season, which is also the
Socia] pqt e, these duties are largely of a
T0op, }lel'dure' Phde_f, of course, is the Drawing-
but, one £ lby Their Excellencies on the night
ang 44 WE_IOng the opening of Parliament,
}lundreds Ich are presented annually several
du“ghter of people, including the wives and
Seng OI‘SS of Lieutenant-Governors, Ministers,
Seagop . fmd Commoners, dgbutantes of the
1'epresénx11t‘fes and daughters of officers, and
& Pro 1ves of society generally, from
ATe State V(lir-xee In the Dominion. Then there
lowed dnners at Government House, fol-
Wiveg agd er Excellency’s reception for the
oth daughters of the Parliamentarians
chegpg :rs bidden to the banquet. Lun-
infxé afternoon teas, some of them
Smtinrmal’ are frequently given, and
eau rin% and tobogganing parties at the
the Wintepr. *1¢ dmong the most enjoyed of

ut he: Sden.tertainments at the Capital.
foUse are 1, uties as hostess of Government
he Wife fy no means all that devolve upon
Qellenc-es O the Governor-General. Their Ex-
If teh_‘”e constantly being solicited to
A2aarg . Patronage to concerts, balls,
Qh‘ll‘itaé]e nd.an sorts of entertainments for
O stin .Obje“’tS, and many of these they help
The OIthher by attending in person.
of Ridegy, Yﬁtess Grey, the present chatelaine
tha she all, hag already in the two yewrs
q‘{aintan%‘as.spent in Canada, formed an ac-
E‘lnio : AWIth a large part of the vast Do-
Oﬂd the @ ]reeent trip with THis Excellency

"ulf and Newfoundland as its first

biect;
( 1ve
LOast_ Points, and ended with the Pacific

vTheil' [
i(:lre aVEeXCEHE_nc.ies the Earl and Countess
I‘ee? of ex ei?}l:rmd out most successfully the
Qsl(_lefl‘Ce i _t;lng the benefits of the vice-regal
nfpltal, by e large cities, outside of the
1., Periods 2 few weeks of each year. These
er of almost continual activity, for
as well as for the Governor-

t ;
t;‘lle beine the vice-regal residence for the
GES s B Excellency gives dinner-par-

®lera) . 218 Teceptions. With th :
L : ; the Governor-
:);hlbﬁt' nseaattends balls and receptions, art
o Wentiﬁend concents, meetings of literary
26, bOdIeS; vigits schools and col-

t S, charii
ol Mtable ang philanthropic  institu-

S

be, . and
0(;1’ 0 aﬁajer’ on, an almost incredible num-
the vie. being crowded into the period

regal stay in the city.

Her Excellency the Countess Grey is Hon-
orary President of the Women’s Art Associa-
tion of Canada, Honorary President of the
National Council of Women of Canada, Hon-
orary President of the Victorian Order of
Nurses, and a Patroness of the Canadian
Handicrafts Guild, among national organiza-
tions, Lady Grey has always shown a deep
interest in the handicrafts movement; she
not only attends exhibitions of home indus-
tries, but also makes substantial purchases.
Tor the last Handicrafts exhibition in Mont-
real, the Countess Grey loaned some fine old
jewellery, also a beautifully enameled orna-

ment in the form of a butterfly, Her Excel-
lency’s own work.

The hospitality of Government House, dur-
ing the present régime, is gracious, home-
like, and widely diffused.

Lady Grey makes of Rideau Hall a home
as well as a vice-regal residence. Her Ex-
cellency’s gracious and kindly manner, her
sympathetic ‘and womanly presence, and
many little acts of thoughffulness and con-
sideration have won for her already much
real affection among differenf classes of the
people.

Her Excellency the Countess Grey
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