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Society. Herearea few fundamental requisites of the highest
suceess :

I. The Society must be considered as a means of real im-
provement ; not of amusement merely. To speak of the
henefits to be derived from it is meaningless until the desire
has become general to get out of it all the good there is in it.

II. While not all the singers can be expected to do wonders
in their line, it is yet incumbent on every one to do his abso-
lute best.

III. Readings should be literary ; fresh, if possible ; care-
fully chosen for interest and for style, and rendered, after
some study, in the reader’s best manner. Some of the
numbers given this year under the heads of “music” and
“reading ” have been an insult to the intelligence of the
Society.

IV. Of the essayists, nothing unfavourable can fairly be
said ; they, at least, have made an honest attempt to do their
work well. Better order during the reading, and greater at-
tention to the subject-matter of the essays, are probably the
chiof reforms to be advocated under this head.

V. No debater, regularly, chosen by the Committee,
should decline to speak for any reason short of absolute neces-
sity. No debater, thus regularly chosen, should presume to
address the Society without the most careful preparation
which his time allows. Cases occurred this year, where one
side, after much careful study of the subject, found that the
other had cheerfully neglected the question altogether, and on
the evening of the debate insulted its opponents with flippant
fooleries. No.member, thus acting, is doing any part of his
duty to the Society.

VI. The Constitution was made for the Society, not the
Society for the Constitution. Points of order should not be
raised, except to enforce due order and discipline. To use the
Taws or Rules of Order to burk discussion ; to worry a
speaker ; or to collect fees, is to crush
Society. . .

VII. To sum up, let the Society be really literary. Tt is
not a law school ; nor a training in-titute for practical poli-
ticians. Let nothing crowd out the literary programme. Lct
us return to our first love; let us abandon practices which
have destroyed in part the usefulness if not the interest of our

meetings.
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COLLEGE SOCIETIES.

To the Editors of THE VARSITY. ] '
Sirs, — Some weeks ago T comimunicated with you on the
)

topic of « College Societies,” and you kindly inserted my letter;
and if the subject is of sufficient importance, surely a .SGCOl‘l(l
letter from me now will not be rejected. My design
writing to you at first was to turn absorbed attention to our
societies, and, advisedly leaving myself open to attack, I have
found that the Literary Society at least has a champion. But
while your late correspondent believes with me, that thli
society is ¢ declining in efficiency and in literary character,

he sess this effect from a different causc. In fact, sirs, we
both regard the same ultimate state of f:ﬂd(;issé el;l:ltt}llf,rel:ggég
near-sighted, is not able with exactne;_ssssuec’) disoern Hh e go
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unchallenged, they 7 © £ truth in what he says. Of course,

is only a limited amount 0 /
with }‘" Mutamur,” I observe we have changed, ¢, the compo-
sition of the student body has become altered, but because
we have changed, we are not by any law of necessity coe.rced

: ght be sufficient.
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?olwsvs l(g)furfbltzooatcgﬁepsize of the fee; iqdeqd, very maréy have
resort to the two rival benefit organlzatlons §tqrted ever);
spring. The fact that we are having class societies o_czs 1;0
indicate a substitute, bub T think increases the necessity for
ke up the work of

i ¢ societies ta
a society-zeneral. If the clas ‘ ,
the Litzrzry Society,-who would turn out once more each

week to attend the latter ! The tendency would be to a still

the life out of the -
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greater falling-off’ in membership and attendance. And the
fact .t}):mt.there is now an almost absolute ¢ Sp@uiulizﬁﬁOl) of
studies ” in the qol]ege (this is a college society, reanember) only
shows the need for the ineetings of the Literary, where a chance
may be offered to students to leave the close observatory of
their peculiar lahours, and with other men engage in general
intercourse. But, sirs, if “Mutamur” will lo?)l? a littfe more
closely, he will see that the sole object of this society is notj
literary attainment, but also, what is supplied by no other
institution, a chance association with men of other years. This
your correspondent has never noticed, or has failed to attach
the importance due. T maintain this is pre-eminently the
begt aim of our genera] society. Club organizations will
attord an opportunity to se¢ men of your own year, but will
you undertake to say that the men of other years Wil often
see you or you them ? To plead such would be giving daylight
to so much truculent bombast ! T like the LitbrmyD Societt’y ;
I see a use for it far beyond what could be accomplished l)yj
any year organization ; and I hold my first ground that
erring disintercstedness on the part of the student body will
eventually cause its demise, for when men do not attend, how
can it effect good? It is as futile as trying to « extract sun-
b(.f;l,ms from cucumbers.” I look with regret on the utterance
of ‘thc words of “ Mutamur,” which almost advocate the sine die
adjournment of the meetings. Would it not he better to he
E;)ns«{a_r\.m:lve zlg.l(l di.;rflg:wd nl]l radical sophisms which look to
1e disintegration of the stude ? sivs, hav
numbershebcome 80 unm::fliirt*:lt)lléofmlﬁ,(l. init&plr\'(}{ .blv[b’ !\.}u)ﬁur
} e a rests so diversified
that we have little in common ? Despite the single handedness
of my position, T yet hold that individual reformation among
the students is the only thing that will keep us together in
one hody ; and I ridicule the idea of our being yet £00 large
T sot down the disease of our club to another cause. If {?)u
don’t understand me, look at other societies. Ave their m)llm~
hers too large?  Yet they are affected by the same diseasc, be
it what it will.  Must we here resort to a splitting pl'O(?("S‘Sll
He speaks of the Literary Society (he could not nusc t];;’.ﬂt;
arguments for other societies). T speak of all societies wouia{
his arguments even “scem plausible ” in reference to other
sovietics— analogous cases, i
But while he and T differ as to causes, 1 readily see he has
91)501‘\’0(1 a failing, and we will both do our hest to 1‘(:|nud/y til;}
ill.  He may take his high-handed policy and strike at the
head ; T would examine the roots and urge the individual. He
may lop off the tops; but I would eﬁicoumge the roots to
supply sap. W. C. H.

THE LADIES IN THE LIBRARY.
7o the JFditors of THE VARSITY.

Sigs,—In my visit to the reading-rooms T have latel
noticed some things which need explanation. Tt is well-knO\;v‘K
that owing to the large increase in the numbers of the ladies
attending lectures the Common Room his proved too small t()
accommodate them, and that to obviate this difficulty the Col-
lege authoritics have placed at their disposal a few tables in the
Library. Apparently this arrangement is quite satisfactor
especially to the ladies; for besides bheing able to read {(’)
better advantage, they have splendid opportunities for using
the librarians much in the same way as the men use the cat;
logues and, I may add, with more satisfactory results. But
their privileges do not stop here. I have seen some of these
young ladies going into the alcoves and handling the hooks
there. Nay, more ; they may be seen outside handling even
the books in cominon use. R

Have some of the ladies been appointed assistant libravians ?
If so, why do they not attend to their duties and let us have
books out from 9 until 5? Or has permission bgen granted
them to do as they please in the Library while the n'?en can-
: If so, then it is most
unjust; for we have among us a small number of undergradu-
ates who have special privileges. It isjust possible thataabus-
ing the privileges actually granted to them, ¢ they ar’rogate
unto themselves ” the right to use the Library as if it were
open to all undergraduates. If this be the case, besides being
a very unladylike proceeding, it is both insulting to the Coij-
lege authorities and unfair to the men; for everybody well
knows that immense advantages are to be derived from free
access to the Library. The matter, I think, requires investli-
gation. S.P.Q.R.



