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10 abuse quality he admired so intensely. He tonk pen and

Wrote con brio, yet judgmatically, his ideas. Without am-
ition as a motive power, he contended, there would be no excel-
°0ce, nothing but a dead level of mediocrity. Further,

s;argu.ed that the sole alternative of ambition would be a chaotic

w Ehation of all the mental faculties ; and, in brief, his peroration

d‘ads the warmest enlogium of the very quality which the other can-
1dates had been gibbeting as the meanest of vices.”

This original conduct of Reade's elicited this approving
fomment from one of the tutors : “Good heavens,here is a
Oy who gives us lis own ideas instead of other people’s !”
I. Routh, the President of the college, endorsed the
Avourable verdict of his subordinate, and Charles Reade
€came Demy of Magdalen. No more characteristic
anecdote could be told of Charles Reade. He was honest

:nd straightforward, even Quixotic at times, but sincerc
ways,

wl 1s undergraduate life was uneventful enough, and lis
si‘}olle academic career irksome to him. He was succes-
Coﬁ3 y Demy, Fellow, Dean, and V1ce_-Pre51der_1t of his
life €8e-—Magdalen, but took no very active part in college
ow €Xcept upon the question of the conversion of the Fel-
th tsm_to stipendiaries, at fixed salaries. Reade showed
ma this move would render the Fellows no longer ¢ the
asters in their own house, and that the control of their
ast estates would virtually pass from them.”

BHe interested himself in the election of the Rev. Mr.
Y, as successor to that ¢ poor human fossil,” Dr.
th‘éUth, In the Presidency of Magdalen College, and when
e fapacious University Commissioners attackgd _the
Venues of the college, with a view to its reorganization,
ungrles Reade stepped into the breach and did much to
the %th? mischief done by the stupidity and cupidity of
osit resident and Fellows. By his ¢ Rupertlike impetu-
Colly’ he carried all opposition before him, and saved his
8¢ at a most critical period of her history.

aiharles Reade’s acquaintanceship with Laura Seymour
arecontemporaneous with the beginning of his scrious
tenser as an author and a man of letters. His 1')1ographe€
ce] bu_s that «like almost every author who has attamec
Ebrity, he began by sowing a large crop of literary wild
e He believed himself to be a dramatist born, and at
the ‘:tlltset”hls thoughts focussed themselves entirely upon
by a age.”  This infatuation, and one can scarcely call 1§
up()nn%t_her name, remained always present with him, an‘c
R a 18 tOmbs'tone he w'lshed to hgwe written : ‘ Charlcls
ite oce’ Dra_mat.lst, Novelist, Journalist,” placing his favour-
his o Cupationin the first place. He was always true tg
er 0¥ and oftentimes unrcsponsive mistress, and wooed
Voucvillj[h an a_rdour worthy of a bettcr reyvurd than w“f
. 1safed him, The chief, the dominating trait of 111{15
"'Chaer] character is well summed up in the remarx:
o 1y es Reade thirsted not so much for gold as for fame ;
lege 20 suffered less from the auri sacra fames; none was
siderrgsr%nary.” And this seems strange when 1t 18 conci
Authg t_hat at the time Charles Rcade ﬁrs.t esséy*le
< nrshlP, a good novel commanded a high price, and he
ang CeVer well off in this world’s goods, being extravagant
Iy ensreleSS In money matters—whercas there was httlt; or
Dot Strouragement héld out for a good play, and yet 1'c1 is
Readea\::age when one remembers who and” what Charles
: s.

'nlarl::'t Seymour was a member of Mr. Buckstone’s Hay-

. eadq Eompany, and if we are to believe Mr. Compton
she. ' Dever an actress of the very highest rank; but
W°merils Magnanimous and appreciative, and, like many
tweey, of her calibre, could recognize the difference be-

ety > Y€al and a sham gentleman.” The relationship

that sfﬁlicclharles Reade and Mrs. Seymour is paralleled in

Ywag h existed between Mr. Lewes and George Eliot.
s hig Something more than a mere literary partnership, and
Re&de 10grapher, upon the testimony of Mr. V_Vmwoqd

" Sroyy ’San avowed atheist, and a man who, on phllpsophxc
ACquitg ¢ despised morality, clearly and unequ_wocally
$avoyur arles Reade and Mrs. Seymour of anything even
Only ¢, 8 Of a ligison, or a morganatic marriage, we can

Serjg, 72 With him, and believing in the honesty and sin-

This fr?en(?harles Reade: “ Honi soit qui mal y pense!”

ship was a lasting one, and was the making of

Reade. Laura Seymour was indeed * the architect of his
fortune, if not of his reputation.”

“ Peg Woflington,” the novel, and “ Masks and Faces,”
the drama, were deemed by Charles Reade the ¢ first
fruits " of his genius, and are incomparably the best work
done by him as a novelist and as a dramatist. Upon them
both he lavished his tenderest care, his most loving elabora-
tion; and it is safe to affirm that for graphic force, bril-
liancy of execution, and sustained power ““Peg Woffing-
ton ' stands unrivalled in the list of English novels ; while
“ Masks and Faces” will always rank deservedly high, to
use the words of Mr. Arnold Taylor, “one of the very
best finished comedies of modern times.” From the
pecuniary result of the sales of his next novel, “ Christie
Johnstone,” we are certainly justified in regarding it only
as a succes destune. as Compton Reade phrases 1it. The
next novel, ¢ It 1s Never too Late to Mend,” was instantly
and enthusiastically recognized by the public as a master-
piece. Its publication must be regarded as a veritable
victory for Charles .Reade. IHe had at last caught the
public ear,-at last had achieved what he was thirsting for
—fame. Itsmorale was thus eloquently stated by Serjeant
Cox, the editor of The Critic :—

“1t is a principle-novel, aimed against a system, and that system
one of the most crying evils which affect humanity ; it attacks that
code of discipline which converts error into crime, crime into mad-
ness ; which makes pickpockets burglars, and burglars murderers;
which, under the pretence of philanthropy, inflicts tortures beside
which the most cruel refinements of the Inquisition were as gentle
mercies ; which treats the criminal as a machine to be systema-
tized, and not as a soul to be saved ; it is levelled at the solitary,
separate and silent system of treating criminals.”

Such a work, as, indeed, were most of the novels of
Charles Reade, was born of his boundless sympathies, his
exceeding love of truth and justice, and his undying
hatred of their opposites. Nearly all his novels were what
are called ¢ principle novels ”— that is, they were aimed
at the great social abuses of the day; and it is not too
much to say that to these novels 1s attributable much of
the change which came over public opinion with reference
to them. Notable in this respect are « Hard Cash,” di-
rected against private asylums, and “ Put Yourself in His
Place,” which deals with trades-unionism, its terrorism,
and the outrages incident thercto. It isnot necessary to
enumerate further his literary works; their names and
purpose are well known. Suffice it to say that in all of
them there is that high literary, artistic, and noble sincer-
ity so characteristic of all Charles Reade’s writings. He
battled long and single handed against pride, prejudice,
and ignorance, and it is his highest praise to say that he
overcame them all by the honesty of his purpose, the per-
tinacity of his will power, and by the sheer force of his
genius.

Charles Reade’s rcligious principles are well expressed
and summed up in the touching epitaph which he wrote
for himselt, and with which we shall close this sketch of his
life and work :

HERE LIKS,
BY THE SIDE OF HIS BELOVED FRIEND,
THE MORTAL REMAINS OF
CHARLES READE
DRAMATIST, NOVELIST, JOURNALIST.
His last words to mankind are on this stone .

1 hope for a resurrection—not from any power in nature, Lut
from the will of the Lord God Omnipotent, who made nature and
me. He created man out of nothing, which nature could not. He
can restore man from the dust, which nature cannot.

“ And 1 hope for holiness and happiness in a future life—not fo
anything I have said or.done in this body, but from the merits and
mediation of Jesus Christ.

“ He has promised His intercession to all who seek it, and He
will not break His word ; that intercession once granted cannot be
rejected ; for He is God, and His merits infinite ; a man's sins are
but human and finite.

«¢ Him that cometh unto Me, I will in nowise cast out.” ‘If any
man sin we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the
Righteous, and He is the propitiation for our sins.’ Amen.”

F. W, P,



