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tO abuse a quàîity lie admired so intensely. Hlc to,)k pe'n an']
wlo te con brïo, yet judgniatically, bis ideas. ... Without arn-
bition as a motive power, be contended, there would be*no excel-
leur'e, nothing but a dead level of mediocrity. .. Furth er,

ie arud that the sole alternative of abto .udb hoi
stagnation of all the mental faculties ;and, in briet, his peroration
WaS the warmest euiogiurn of the very quality which the other can-
didates had been gibbeting as the meanest of vices."

This original conduct of Reade's clicited this prvn
coMment fromn one of the tutors :"IGood beavens,liere is a
boy who gives us lus own ideas instead of other pe ple's !
]Dr. Routb, the President of tbe college, endorsed the
fav1ourable verdict of lus suluordinate, and Charles Reade

%became Demny of Magdalen. No more characteristie
anecdote could be told of Charles Reade. H-e vas lioncst
and Straightforxvard, even Quixotic at times, but sincere
alxvays.*

iS undergraduate life xvas uneventful enoughi, and bis
WhIile academtic career irksomre to biiîn. He was succes-
Sively Demny, Fcllow, Dean, and Vice-President of bis
College Magdalen, but took no vcry active part in college
1ife except upon the question of the conversion of the Fel-

'OW ito stîpeudiaries, at fixed salaries. Readeswd
~tthis move wotîld render the Fellows no longer Ilthe

Masters in tîîeir own bouse, and that the control of their
Vatestates woiiîd virtuaîîy pass fromn them."

1le interested himself in the election of the Rev. Mr.
1U1ley, as successor to that Ilpoor human fossil," Dr.

"th in the Presidency of Magdalen College, and when
rhapacious Uiniversity Commnissioners attacked the

revenues of the college, with a view te its reOrgafliZation,
hresReade stepîîed into the breacu and did rnucb to

Urldo the miscliief done by the stupidity and cupidity of
î the I-ýresident and Fellowvs. l3 y bis Il Rupertlike impeti-

0SItY," hie carried ail opposition before him, and saved bisj oilege at a niost critical period of lier history.
Charles Reade's acquaintanccsbip witiî Laura Seymouir

1ý'a Cotemporaneous witb the beginning of bis scrioi

tae U as an author ani a man of letters. J-is leographer
teiebrus hat Illike aimost every autbor Who lias attainecd

"lbrt-, lbegan by sowing alarge crop of literary wild
0 a 5 le believed imiseif to be a dramnatist hemn, and at

the Outset bis thouglîts focussed thenmselves entirely uipon
the stage." Tbis infatuation, and one can scarcely call it

another naine, reniained always Prescrit witiî him, and
"Ponl bis toîmbstone lie wisbced to have writtefl Charles

'te;lCDrarnatist, Novelistjoumrnalist," piacing bis favouir-

hiccupation in tbe first place. H-e wvas always truc te
coy. ad oftentirnes uinrespensive rnits, a-1 wooee-d

helith an ardur worthy of a better rewai ( thlai was
1 aehut. The cief, tlîc deniîuating trait of lus

Gle carfed e is weîî sumnued up in tlie remark:

,~hrîes Reade tlîirsted not se inuch for goid as for faille
e an sufered less frontu the auri sacra fumnes; noue ivas
~Iwercenary." Aud this seenîis strange xvben ut is con-

ýered that at the tiiel Chuarles Rcade first essàyed

waosl Ip, a good novel coînnanded a bighi pricade
neyer well off in this world's goods, being extravagant

Il, Careless in inoney inatters-whercas there was little or
~0encouragemnt beid ouît for a good play, and yet it iS
J~Strange when one remenulers who and what Charles

Reade was.

Sm~~eymour was a mueîuuber of Mr. l3uckstofle's llay-

e.e COmpany, and if we are to believe Mr. Compton
fl e c ever an actress of the very higliest rank ; but

Orif asmagnanimous and appreciative, and, like many
t of b er calibre, couid recognize the difference be-

at reeal and a shamt gentleman." The relationship
thwe hre Reade and Mrs. Seymnour is raeedi
Itat hici, existcd between Mr. Lewes and George Eliot.

as -~1 Som ething more tîîan a mere îiterary partnersbip, and
ixa blographer upon the testimony of Mr. Winwood

gr 0or "Il avowed atheist, and a man Who, on philosophic
tiltspi morality, cleariy and unequivocally

%aS Carles Reade and Mrs. Seynuour of anything eveil
9111 of aliaison, or a morganatic marriage, we cani

Cerity if Climi, and beiieving in the lionesty and sin-

is arles Reade, Il Honi soit qlui niai y pense -1",
lendship was a lasting eue, and ivas the iiiakiig Of

Reade. Lai ia Seymoeur was iindctxl t' îe architect of bis
fortune, if flot of bis reputat'in."

IlPeg Woffin-gton," tbe novel, ai-d "Masks and Faces,"
the dramna, were deeicd by Charles Reade the Ilfirst
fruits " of lus genius, and -are inconiparably the best work
donc by lîin as a novelist and as a drainatist. Uponl thefin
both hie lavishied luis tcudercst care, biis iinest loin labora-
tien ; and it is safe to affirmn that for grapbic force, bril-
liancy of execution, and sustained pouwer Il l'cg Woffing-
ton " stands unrivalled in tbe list of English novels; while
IlMasks and Faces " wîîî always rank dcservedly bigh, to
use tlie words of Mr. Arnold Taylor, "one of the vcry
best finishcd comedies of modern tirnes." Fromi the
pecuniary resuit of the sales of lils next novel, IlChristie
J olistenie," xve are certainly justified in rcgarding it only
as a siitc 's il'esliine. as Cuinîpteni Reade phrases it. Tbe
iie.-t nevel, It is Nevur tee Late te Mcnd," wvas înstantly
and enuisiasticaliy rcegnized by the public as a mnaster-

piece. lis p)ublication mnust lue regardeci as a veritable
victory for Chiarles *Rcade. H-e liad at last cauglit the
public car,-at last hiad achîieved wlîat lie xvas tlîirsting for
-fame. Its morale was tbus eloquentiy stated by Serjeant
Cox, the editor of Tite Critic :

I t is a principie-novel, aimed against a uystem, and that system
one of the most crying evils which affect humanity ; it attacks that
code of discipline which converts error into crime, crime into mad-
ness; which makes pickpockets burgiars, and burglars murderers;
which, under the pretence of philanthropy, inflicts tortures beside
which the most cruel refinements of the Inquision were as gentle
mercies ; which treats the crirninal as a machine to be systema-
tized, and not as a soul to be saved ; ut is levelied at the soiitary,
separate and silent systern of treating cruminals"'

Sucb a work, as, indccd, were most of the novels of
Charles Reade, was born of bis boundiess sympathies, lus
exceeding love of truitl and justice, and bis undying
lîatred cf their opposites. Ncariy ail bis noveis were what
are callcd Il irincipie novels "- tlîat is, tlîey were aimed
at thc grcat social abuses cf the day ; and it is net too
inucli to say tlîat te tliesc nevels is attributable mcl cf
the change whîcli caille over pulic opinion with reference
te tliei. Notable iii this respect are Il i ard Cash,'' di-
rected agaînst private asyltims, and Il Put Yourseif in His
Place," wluicb deals witlî trades-unionism, its terrorisnu,
and tue outrages incident thereto. It is net necessary te
elitinierate furthcr bis 1itcrary werks ; tlîeir names and
purl)ose are weil known. SifîHice it te say that in ail cf
tbeîin there is titat lîigi literary, artistic, and noble sincer-
ity se cluaracteristie of ail Charles Reade's writings. He
lîaitled long anti single liaideil against pride, prejudice,

i(iignerancue, anud it is liîs luighest l)raise to say tîtat hie
overcalue thecin ail by the iîonesty cf lus purpese, the per.
tina city cf lus wriil powecr, anid by tic shecer force of bis
genilns.

Charles leade's rciigicus principles are well expressed
and sinciiid uip iii the touclîing epitapli wluich lie wrote
for Iiiîseit, au(l wîtlî xvii C sha 'lal clos-e this sketch cf bis
life and wcrk
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CHARLES READE

IDRAMATIST, NOVELIST, JOURNALIST.

is last words to inankind are on thés stone.'

"I hope for a resurrection-not from any power in nature, 1.ut
front the wdll of the Lord God Omnipotent, who made nature and
me. H1e created man out of nothing, wl;ich nature could not. He
can restore man from the dust, which nature cannot.

IlAnd 1 hope for hoiiness and happiness in a future life-not fo
anything 1 have said or done in this body, but from the merits and
mediation of Jesus Christ.

Il He bas promised His intercession tO ail who seek it, and He
will flot break His word ; that intercession once granted cannot be
rejected ; for He is God, and His merits infinite ; a man's sins are
but human and floite.

Il' Him that cometh unto Me, 1 will in nowise cast out.' ' If any
man sin we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, tbe
Righteous, and lile is the propitiation for our sins.' Amen."l

F. W. i,.
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