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THE SITUATION.

Sir H. A. Blake, who was appointed
Governor of Queensland, has been with-
drawn by the Imperial Government, in
consequence of the objections made to him
in the colony. The Premier of Queensland,
Sir R. Griffiths, if we are to believe the
cablegram, was ready to make separation
the alternative of withdrawal. A man in
this state of mind, one may reasonably
COnclude, is on the outlook for a pretext
for making a row, and it will be strange if
this concession should prevent him makin
an explosion. It would seem that Si R.
Griffiths expects the colonial government to
be satisfied, in some way, in advance with
the governor to be appointed. Sir Henry
Parkes, Premier of New South Wales, is
reported to support the position taken by
the Queensland Minister; andin this way the
new doctrine suddenly sprung upon the
Colonial Office tends to ask general accept-
ance. In Canada there is a disposition tc
smile at the new movement, which to u:
appears at once captious and unnecessary
We repeat, the day of objectionable gover
nors has passed. When the whole colonia
Policy was dictated from Downing Street
the appointment of military governor
was sometimes a real calamity. Now, i
all except imperial concerns, colonia
governors of self-governing colonies ar
subject to the advice of their Ministers, in th
same way and to the same extent that th
Queen is in England.

License or no license is a question whic
the Legislature of the North-West Terr
tories has decided to submit to a popul
vote. Hitherto occasional permits to i
troduce liquor have been substituted ft
licenses. If they have been restrictedi
number, there bas been a great inflowi
liquor through illegal channels-liquor of
bad quality, sold at an enormous pric
Whiskey has necessarily taken the place,
beer, the latter being too bulky for t]
smuggler to handle, and there could n
under the law be any breweries in tl
country. Whether the existing restrictio
modified by permits and smuggling, be pr
ferable to a system of license is a question
which doubts arose among the populatio

the Legislature was petitioned to put the
question of license to a vote,and it has con-
sented to do so. The issue of permits is of
necessity more or less arbitrary ; and
the granting and the withholding of
them are equally occasion of censure. The
smuggler who sells inferior liquor at an
excessive price, is 1s contended, can be best
put down by licensed and regular trade.
It is a choice of evils, and a good or a bad
choice, on the part of th& electors, may
make some difference in the effect on the
moral and material welfare of the people.

A financial scandal in connection with
the Panama canal is said to be on the point
of explosion in Paris. The story is that, in
order to obtain financial aid, M. de Lesseps
bas bribed right and left, two former Minis-
ters of Public Works and fifty members of
the Chamber of Deputies being implicated,
M. Martin, ex-agent of the Panama Canal
Company, has made the charge in a circolar
addressed to the Deputies. The former
ministers whom he names in this connec-
tion are Messrs. Baibut and Barbe; and
he challenges them to bring him into a
court of justice, meanwhile leaving un-
named the fifty members of the Chamber.
M. de Lesseps too, in trying to obtain the
aid of the Credit Foncier to enable him to
raise the wind, is said to be making similar
threats of an exposure of the past method
of raising funds for the canal. Such an act
would indicate a state of desperation, and
either of the exposures threatened would
be ruinous to the undertaking, for no more
money could be raised, even among the
French peasantry, when they knew that

some of it might be used in bribes. The
accused ex-Ministers cannot afford to sit

quietly under the accusation of M. Martin;
and if they did not move themselves, their

e inaction would not prevent an investiga-
E) tion. Sooner or later, the truth that lies
- at the bottom o! this well wibi be drawn up.
0

s Parnell's objection te the Ashbourne Ex-
tension Land Purchase Bill is that it dees

-not deal with arrears, that is, dees not pro-
kl vide a means o! wiping them out. ThE
SGovernment replies that when a purchasE
Sis made, under the bibi, arrears will ipsc

n facto cease te exist. Mr. Parnell appa.
3.b nentiy wants arrears te be wiped eut indis.
e critninateby, though it is netonieus thal
e ms.ny tenants have net paid, net becaus(
e tbey cannot pay, but on account o! the ce

ercien exercised upen them by the Lanî'
League. To wipe ont these arrears wouiî

h be simpiy an act o! rebbery. At the samq
i- time it is a mischieveus debusien te allov
ar arrears to remain which can neyer be paid
n- Mn. Parnell hobds that the true solution c
®r the question is the creatien o! a peasan
in propietary, and he is se far in agreemen
e! with the'aim o! the bill. The attainmen
a ef this ebject is most desirabbe, and Ai
e. evident that much can be done in tht
o! direction; aineady a good beginning ha
hoe been made; but we should oniy deluc
et ourseives if we imagine that the whele(
,he the Irish peasantry can be convented i
n, propnietors. If the effect o! this bill shoul
re- be te substitute the State for individui
on landberds, it wiii, in many cases, increaE

n; te trublewhic itaimste gt ni o -T

Government would find it more difficult to
collect arrears than the landlords. There is,
we suspect, some truth in the objection that
the security for the advances which the
Government will make will prove insuffi-
cient. But in any aspect in which it clan
be viewed, the transaction is not strictly of
a business character.

On the Canadian route the Atlantic steam.
ers will require to keep up with the in-
creased speed of rivals. The Canadian
Government is in possession of a tender
whicb promises a great deal. Anderson &
Anderson and F. Greer & Co., of London,
offer to put three vessels on this route, with
a capacity of not less than twenty knots an
hour, and able to make the passage be-
tween Plymouth and Halifax in five days,
and from Halifax to Rimouski in five or
six hours more. The vessels to be of 7,000
tons each. If the ocean steamers at present
doing the ocean service fell behind, in an
era of increasing speed, towards the end of
the contract term, it is no more than might
have been expected. When a new contract
is made, first-class vessels of the time must
be bargained for, whether the firm now ten-
dering or any other be dealt with. More
than one tender m-y be expected, and it
will be for the Government to $#lect the one
offering the best conditions, with adequate
guarantees. The vessels of the firm now
tendering are to make twenty knots an hour,
on the trial trip. Some guarantee of this
kind would be desirable. Care must of
course be taken that rapidity is not obtain-
ed at the risk of safety; but with this pre.
caution, equal speed with the vessels of
any rival line is a necessity.

An extradition treaty between Great
r Britain and Mexico is under negotiation.

A draft copy has been sent to the Canadian
3 government, s0 that if our government

approves, the treaty may extend to Canada.
This is about as far u.s it is possible for the

*Imperial government to go in allowing
Canada to share the treaty-making power.

*If any treaty offered to our acceptance be
not 'approved, it is in the power of our

egovernment to decline the application of it
ote Canada. This option has once, at least,

i- been exercised negativeiy. The treaty
;-with Mexico, it is said, wili be accepted by
,tCanada. It contains a long list of offences.

,e for which extradition is provided, no less
)than twenty-seven, dynamiters being very

d properiy included, thougli we may be sure
d that real political off enders would be
ýe excepted in any treaty to which the govern-
& ment of Great Britain wouid be a party.
1. And this is really the chief exception which
f it is desirable to make. When there are sever-
At ai others they usually stand as a precaution
Lt against the list being made 80 large as te
it Jet in political offenders unden some other

is pretence. The precaution 15 sometimes
at carried too far, but it is based on a jealeus
as desire to protect the liberty of political
le refugees.
o!
to The London Eiccnoomist endorses a sug.
Ld gestion o! Mr. S- Montague that the Bank
ai of England should charge a iower rate for
se discounts than for oans, and that this ow-

If any rat sodred toou acepstanar by

-m»ýý
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