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Modern Tactics.
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P IQUETS, as a generai rule, should not provide sentries for more than 8oo yards
of front, on accounit of the fatigue entailed in visiting theni.

The distance intervening between sentries must entirely depend upon the nature
of the country ; but no more sentries should be postecl than are required to command
a clear view of ail approaches.

The sentries posted, the piquets, supports, and reserves take up their respective
positions.

Vising- Patrols. -With young or untried troops, and also in bad weatber,
sentries are visited hourly, and in their rounds the visiîing patrols include the rigbt
sentry post of the piquet next on the left, thus constanîly estabiisbing lateral communi-
ration througbout the entire chain of observation. If a piquet bas a .front of 80o
yards, this duty entails about 25 miles walking, whicb gives'about 12 miles walking
to each relief.

Reconiioitripir Patrols. -In addition to sentries who are stationary, experience
directs that reconnoitring patrols are a necessary precaution, and small parties are
sent -beyond the sentry line for a distance flot -exceeding three-quarters of a mile t0 in-
spect dangerous places such 'as woods, ravines, farms, &c., whicb from their vicinity
inighî afford, rallying.points for an enemy to collect on, prior 10 a sudden rush on a
portion of the outpost line.

Piquets sbouid nrot, as a ride, be farther than a quarter of a mile fromn their sen-
tries, and shouid be near enough 10 afford mutual support to each other (i. e. when
extencled they should be able to retire on their supports under cover of each other's
rifle-fire).

It sometimes, in fact frequen.y, bappens, that owing to the accidents of ground,
the piquet line is the best line of the defence. In ibis case supports reinforce their
piquets when seriousiy attacked ; but under ordinary circumstances piquets, having
covereil the retirement of their sentries and reconnoilring paîrols, retire fighting on
their supports, the latter in tbe meantirne baving extended.

Piquets mnust be careful in retiring 10 clear the fianks of their supports extended,
and then the combined piquets and supp)orts cxtended in one general lise retire on
the reserves or position, taking care flot tu expose a flank, or close in towards the
centre.

Theyshould retire straight back until they cloud the tire from the position, or re-
ceive orders to clear the front, when they sbould make for the flanks witb ail possible
dispatch.

Stippor-ts are posted about a mile in the rear of their piquets ; their missioi' is to
support theas either actively or passively according 10 instructions reccived, and the
general line of resistanée indicated by the commander of the oulposts.

Reserves. if deemed necessary at aIl, ustiaily consist of about one-third of the
force empioyed on outpost duîy.

Their mission is (i) 10 reinforce the supports and piquets if bard pressed, and
unable to offer tbe' required amount of resistance ; (2) as compact bodies of fresb
îroops weil in hand, to afiord raiiying.points for tbose in front, and aI ail limes con-
nect them with the position they are covering. In exceptionai circumstarces -if, for
instance, a flank is exposerl, and a portion of the piquets and supports are in im-
minent danger of being cul off-a portion of the reserves may make a counter attack.
Reserves are usualiy posted in a central position, but may often be divided with
advanta&e.

Guins often finci a place in the oulposi line, aiid are IMste(l 10 commiand approaches
sucb as bridges and main roands ; care must bc takien 10 provide tbemi with ample
mens and protection from surprise, especiaily at night.

.Soune positions, from their nature, do0 fot require outposts at ail in their generally
accepted form. Such, for instance, ivas l>evna, a town surrounded on three sides by
heighîs, and on the fourth side by a river. The deWenders at Illevnia occupied these
beigbts.with tbeir figbting line, and thus did away with any necessity for outposts,
altbougb lbey pusbed forward tbeir defences (lown the siopes towards the enemy;
these entrenchments were manned by troops composing the main army, and were
under the direct cont roi of tbe commander-in-chief.

In an~ open country by day, cavalry furnisb the oulposts; but if liable 10 be
attacked, infantry sbould be ready to turn out andl occupy an ifiner line on the shortest

notice.
If a river line bas 10 be watcbed by outposts, tbe piquets shouid lie posted in

rear of tbe bridges with Oust enough sentries pusbed across to give ample warning or
the *enemy's approacb (on the principle that aIl defiles sbould be defended in rear
uniess liable 10 be turned).

Three kipids of JVods that ,nay cone juta the Sentry-llne.
I. The smail wood wbose "ouler" edge is within from two 10 three hundred

yards of tbe general line of sentries.
In Ibis case tbe sentries are eitber advanced or withdrawn 10 occupy ils outer

edge, and their piquets are brougbî mbt the wood and posted near tbem.
So favourable an opportunity as that offered by defending the outside edge of a

wood for a certain lime, against an enemy advancing over the open, should neyer be

lost, provided tbe generai relirement of tbe wbole of the outpost line is flot thrown

out b>' a loo prolonge<l re-,istance.

IL The wood partly in andi partiy beyond tbe generai sentry-iine.
In this case advantage should be t.aken of any naturai clearing, such as a stream,

ravine or palb running tbrough il more or less in conformity with the general sentry-
line of the outposîs; the sentries posted aiong the near side of il; -but îhey mnusî fot
be adlvanced beyond two or three .hundred yards 10 seek sucb a position, or tbe>' be-
corne isolated and hiable to be out-flanked.

If no naturai defensive line exists, a clearing of some sort must be made 10 con-
forin wiîh the generai uine of senîries. The senîries'posted along the near side, and
their piquets, as in No i, brougbt* close up to tbem, and tbe portion of wvood stretch-
ing beyond coristantly searcbed by reconnoiîiing patrols.

If the enemy is active, reconnoitring paîrol should be sent into the wood from
the supports as weli as the piquets.

III. The wood whose "innar" edge is more than four'hundred yards from tbe
general sentry-line.

Such a wood must eitber be held by a strong detached part>' (at aIl limes a langer-
ous expedient) or the senîry-lisse advanccd and posled about 300 Yards frorn the near
side. In Ibis case senîries and piquets are posted together and entrenchcd, andi the
near side or inner edge of the wood entangied by cutling clown the Irees in order 10

dela>' the enemy issuing from il under the tire of the piquets enlrenched outside il.
This kind of wood is very dangerous, and frequent patrols musI be sent wiîh it fromt
the piquets andl tbe supports, the former peneîrating a considerable distance.

Met/îod of resirtictinýg a Balilain iii Outposis.
"My DEAR GALi.-Tbe regimentai, training in outpost tluty, whicb I mentioned

10 you, was carried out somewhat as follows
"«A scbeme were drawn up and a defensive position for a considerable force

chosen outside the cantonmient. Tbe whereabouîs and extent of this position was
denoîed b>' flags. The regiment was, required, 10 cover ils front ani flanks wiîh a
cbain of outposts.

"The ground wvas rebonnoitred a day or îwo before, and a generai line of front
wbicb would give tbe best ZUne of observation for the pu rpose was chosen.

"There were also cbosen, one, îwo, or îhree successive Zines of r-esistauce; as con-
tinuous as was possible, having due regard 10 the capabilities for ciefence afforded by
the groun(l.

"Four companies were deîailed 10 occupy tbe front line, and four companies
were kept in reserve. -The defence was divîded mbt sections, and officers commanding
companies were made tboroughly acquainted with the general arrangement of
the wbole scbeme: of the extent of front 10 be watched andI defended ; of that por-
lion of il especial>' allotteci 10 them ; of the most convenient routes for theni 10 reach
their positions ; of the nature and wbereabouîs of the successive lines of r-esistance
chosen ; and of the position of the reserve.

"The reserv.e was, as a 'rule, kept in two bodies, rather to tbe flanks
of the generai uine of defence, and near the ronds leading 10 theni sheltered
itself ; but on ground wbence the commander of each double compan>' could watch
the action of the outpost line in bis front.

«"General>' speaking, il was intended that eacb double company shouild be the
reserve of the two companies in ils front.

"lLinies a/ retreal up nullabs andi deep re-entranîs were carefuhly chosen, SO
that when resislance on the part of the outposts was no longer requîrcd, the front of
the main position might be rapidly cleared.

"The detail of placing sentries, piquets, andi supports in the front line wvas left
10 oficers commanding companies.

" The country beinîr generally open, and the Zince o/obser-vationi a comnmanding
one, but few sentries were, as a rie, rcquired, and the generai arrangement was, as
far as 1 rememiber, that companies were prett>' evenl>' divid.cd--one-half comipan>'
furnishing the sentries and the piquets, the other haîf compan>' in support occupying
thefirst Zine of resistau-e chosen.

"AIl the arrangements were, of course uncier thse supervision of the officer coin-
manding the outposîs, viz. the C. O. of tbe Regiment, anet the way in which tbis was
exercised, and the whole thing tested, was as follows :

"The four companies for the front line paraded and marched independenîly 10

their respective positions, under their own officers. The hall f tain in reserve,
parading soniewhat Inter, and being marched tu, ils position in one body. On arrivaI
on the ground, it was sonietimes kept together and sometimes as 1 have before uiien
tioned-divided mbt double companies, and placed somnewhat t0 the flanks.

"Shortly after daybreak, when the seutries, piquets, &c., had been posted, tià-
C. O. inspected their position, criticising, and ordering any alterations hie thought
advisable.

"At a fixed time the fight comnmenced. The enemy was represented b>' about
haîf a dozen N. C. officers or men previously trained for the work, with white flags,
as in working with a marked enemy aI Aldershot.

"They were directed by an officer specially selecîed, wbo was virtually an uunpire,
for it(was left 10 him 10 decide as to the time during whicb bis advancc would be
checked hy the resistance offered. This would, of course, vary. with the falling back
of the sentries on the piquiets, and these on the supports, &cwith the natural
strength, &c., of the successive Zincs oi resistanee. Il wvas usually from five 10 ten
minutes, but the rule was tbat, wbile the flags halted, the outposts held their grouind
the apvance of the flags was the signai for themn 10 relire.

(T ? ô eorntittred. )


