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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS—ACADEMY OF MEDICINE, TORONTO

By II. B. Anxperson, M.D,,

Associate Professor of Clinical Medicine, University of Toronto.

In the first place, permit me to express my deep appreciation
of the honor of having been elected President of the Academy
of Medicine for the current year.  When one refleets on the mani-
fold duties and responsibilities involved, he may well be pardoned
some misgivings as to the wisdom of your selection. TIf, however,
an abiding faith in the mission of the Academy and of its possi-
bilitics of usefulness to the profession of Toronto, and a willing-
ness to do oune'’s best to promote its welfare will edhmpensate for
other deficiencies, I may hope to justify a claim to these qualifica-
tions. Until two months ago evervthing gave promise that this
year should be marked by a confinuance of the phenomenal pro-
gress which has attended the Aecademy in incereasing degree cach
succeeding vear since its organization in 1907. The increase in
membership, now about four hundred, the growing attendance at
meetings, the ready response from leaders of the profession, abroad
as well as at home, to contribute to our programmes, the steady
growth of the library, and mnot least, the general recognition that
we now have a strong and representative organization, which re-
flects the opinion and mobilizes the influence of the profession, are
all gratifying evidences of our progress. The rapid growth of the
Academy, however, has produced problems pressing for solution.
Already our accommodation for both library and meeting purposes
is greatly overtaxed. The council had considered the matter and
had formulated a plan to submit to the Academy to make provision

for these urgent needs.

Through the munificence of Mrs. Ross the means were pro-
vided for the erection of a beautiful auditorium, as a memomzil
to our revered colleaguc and first president, the late J. F. W.
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