
Thosh wbo bave lved amon the peo.
ple in the contry sud rural tricts of
reland, know hiat a* certain seas of

the year the priest r bishop comes
around and -blesses the.homesteade o!
he pople, not even omitting the barna

and byre and aggards, the places
where the catte are housed,.and where
the produce of the harvest is stacked.
The late Archbishop MacHale, of Tuam,
County Galway, was constant in these
attentions to, the poor people. ailso
blessed the boatasand nets of the fisher
mon,and why not? TheRedemptoriste,
top, a our own door, up at Mot Hayn,
when they viait their pariahioners, blss
their homes, beginning at the basements
and going up over the entire building.
This saeautiful and. devout Catholic
ractce. At, missions we se the people

bring to church their pictures, statues,.
bibles, books of devotion, rosanes, etc.,
to bave them blessed.

ln view of these hol and necessary
prtices, the reader wi understan dthe

folowing beauifül description of Mas
being uaid to cail down the blesing of
God upon theB docks and berde in some
parts of Catholia France. Thesame cere-
momies prevail elsewhere as the follow-
in idicates:-

.'he most poetical ceremony that I
have ever witnessed is the so-called
JMese des Animaus, which takes place
every year on New Year's Eve in the
French Department of the Cevennes or
the " Black Espinouse." The scenery of
these superb mountains, which in itself
is extremelyromantic, lends a peculiar.
charma to this simple and truly astoral
festival, given in honor of the erds of
cattie whchcostitute ti greatest rich-
es of lb. inhabitants. The churches in
those omparatively wild regions are
generally few and far beLween, and are,
uilt often on bigh rocks ororlooking'

ari plaina whore there are many poor.
villages, on~e church sud one humble1

priest doing duty for several of thes.
amiete. To spend New Year'muin Lte

Cevennes is t bosu ddonly transported
from aur ninetoonth century civilisation
to the imes o! Le oarly Christian era;
for customs, costumes-nay, even the
simple, unaffected faith of tbose bygone
day-are preserved to a surprising.de-
gree by the mountaineers of that region.

I shia never forget he impression
created on my mind by Lhe scene which
presented itaelf to my enraptured eyes
on the 1ew ' Year's Eve when, accompan-
ued by some frienda wbo possme a
hunting lodge in the Espinouze,. I stood'
nuder tbe portico of the tiuy littie gray
atone church a watched with keen in-'
terest the focks being led up the steep
incline toward the plateau whereon the
modest edifice is built. The church was
a poor little, tumble down place, with
lichen grown Mails and a square, un-
grceful steeple, the cracked bell of
which wa toling frantically. The inner
decorations, thoroughly in keeping with
the outaide of this mountain chapel, con-
sisting of crude, almost primitive- paint-
ing e and f a set of bigh wooden candle.-
sticks and some earthern vases filled
with pine branches, which stood on the
altar. The edifice was crowded with
etalwart mountaineers, clad in their fes-
tive attire, each of them holding a light-
ed candle of coarse, yellow wax, glim-
mering like tiny stars, and every man and
woman singing the Cevenol hynmn begin-
ning with these word:

Nei pus belo que Ion chour..
(Night more beautiful than day).

In the meantuxpe column after column
o! cattle advanced toward the cburch,
and, marshalled by their. drivera, took
their places. in long files ou the frozen
turf in front of the. wide. open portico.
They approached slowly, ponderoualy
and solemnly, with a quasi bewildered
expression at being, turned out of their
warm stables to face the. bitter coldness
of the bleak December night. -The oxen
came first, followed -by the cows- sheep
and goats in.a continuous streani, and
the rays of the full moon which glittered
high above us, over the dark slopes of
tihe mountains ahone on the long, pol-
ished horns and tawny bides of this
strange congregation. * Mass was cele-
brated with the customary pomp by the
qre at white ired and #ery venerable
man, whosppeared i.alrost Majest.Ôin
bis beavy robadedV vestments , which
must have been seversiindred years.
old. .

Wh'enho slat had séoe teusual
çi sae did hs the

ce m hover, instead of re- o
* to7h he conce more lifted r

the 1est fkirahaltar and, followed by le
the entire o*een tion he marced in
towarts the chanting the "Mar e
nificat "as h went. Upon rcachig the s
stens of the churoh the old priest halted th
ancd holdin the uacred Host high above n
his bead pronounoed some words of w
benedictior in a low but emphatio a
voe. Th' drivera and shepherds all o
fell upo tàieir knees and with bowed o
heads mtusnured the responses, while t
an acolyte, armed with a holy water o
sprnkler,walked through the ranksof t
the now belowing cattle sprinkling them
with the holy fluid. Whet ber the J
animale, realied the solemnity of the s
occasion, or not, all those which had v
hitherto been lying down orose to their t
feet, as if to listen to the short but im- a
pressive allocution addressed t uthe n
drivers by.the venerable Cure. b

"I My cindren," he said, "God, in Ris
goodness and mieroy, sends His un-
worthy servant here to bles your flocks, Eu
so thati, according to an ancient custom
of our mountains, the animale which o
help you to live should be associated in D
the religious rejoicings heralding the
advent of a. new year. Let us therefore li
sing together a loud hosanna in praise of
the Lord, who is ever so merciful and a
lenient to us poor sinners."

Like a peal- of thunder the grand
melody echoed frora bill to hill in the
clear night air, sung by hundreds of
throats, and rolled majestically to the
very confines of the horison. The start-
led animals bellowed louder and united
their powerful voices to the concert. It
was grand and weird beyond description.

As the lat note died away the cortege
began to move, the priest re-entering the
church whilLe the animale slowly wended
their way towards the valley in the sane l
order theyhad come. I followed themwith :
my eyes, much impresed by this festi- i
val, so beautiful in its simplicity, and it
was only when the last httle bleating g
lamb had left the grassy court before .n
he chttrch that I consented to join my 3

frhinds who were preparing to drive chome. C
Thronghout the remainder of that a

night, deri .superb suppr served at
thé . Ubta, sd ven later in the seel us- t
ion of my own apartments,,, I seemed tot
still hear the sound of this sublime hos-r
anna, and to see the aged mountain-b
priest as he blessed the herds with theL1
fervent solemnity of his simple, faithful!f
mindjand:to-day after many years 1 can.snot recall without emotion the remem-T
brance of this St. Sylvester nigbt in the
Black Espinouze.--. Y. CathoUo Review.

ANOIENT IRILSR PAINTING. a
In these days, when so much attention a

le being given to aIl branches of decora- |
Live painting, it is of interest to know c
that there still remains traces of very i
early paintingsa iinany of the ruined .u
edifices of Ireland. says Mr. Michael J. B
0. Buckley, in the Freeman's Journal and ;ii
National Pres. Arnonget others, we s
have latelyremarked faint traces of de- t
corative painting on the waUs of the an- t
cient chapel of St. Cormac on
the Rock of Cashel. These walls a
are now most miserably mildewed d
and stained green with excessive a
damp, the result of the negleot from cc
which thievenerable chapel now suffers. t
In the nsmall square apae are three M
arcades -which are finely plastered; the b
plaster is only an eight of an inch thick, t.

.hke all Inedieval plastering. On the 0
surface of this plastering are stiIl seen n
outlines. of three figures which were q
évidently executed in either water or n
wax "'fresco," s described by Theo- th
philus, of Mount Athos, in his book on D
painting.* I consider these three figures th
to have been those of Christ the Re- I
deemer a:nd S8. Patrick and Bridget. On Li
the aide,* walls are outlines of a pattern| B
showingte Irish "fret," similar in treat- jc
ment to the Japanese "key " pattern a
of the saine clas. The mouldings and a
sculptured heads, as well as the capitals, a
show signs of having been coated with L
" Gesmo," which was gilded and relieyed y
in colora. The walls of this chapel wben
deoorated, as it muet have been, were of p
the richest, warnest, and most superb h
effeot. In the fourteenth century chan- i
cel of the cathedral the walls still retain di
many poritn e o b erich red " fresoo" P
Color. Lines of "Âshlr" work seem de
10 have begrtraced in hite on this red mi
ground. The writar:hslso "remarked ti
*paiting in. thd now ruined "Scrit- ei
orlum;" or writingroomni the quaint w
little abbey of Dar.Inis at"Ballyxiatray, 1l

Pnétrating tbrougb Lie dense éuigle tI

f nettles and elder buses groving in
ank luxuriance in this once busy seat of
earning (of which. many books are now
i the library.of Salzburg), there appear-
d on the walls of a protectod corner the
amne red color, vith white Ashlar lines
hereon, thatis to beseen atOashel. It
May be of interest te mention that the
rindows of the Scriptorium vere broad
nd well lit, and their ailla show traces
f writing boards on which these-monks
f old produced illuminations, ornamen-
alion of the Holy Scriptures, and phil-
sophical works, whioh are the admira-
ion of all ages.
This writiug-room was also most plea.

antly situated, being turned towards the
outh, and commanding a most exquisite
iew ofthelovely river Avon-Dhuy. We
rust that attent.ion will be given to any
imilar traces of early Irish painting that
May stilI be. found to remain in other
uildings through the country. 1

tThis book cotalus receit for painting on

'Imr woodel , as ued u Roman and medi-
v ailtinmes, ftovry arlI perlodeL
1 Calied aiso Molana Abbey. after the name

f ita founder, it Molanfide, who lived bore A.
D.501. This abbey was dliaolved In the year
M5.
$I am lnformed that thoreaetraeeuotaiml.air decorative work at Moyne Abbey, near
:imala, and alea a nossertI &bbey, wbIenla
tow miles distant from Moyne.

THE IRISH CRISIS.
DUTY OF THE HOME RULE MEMBERS.

An Able Article, Based Upon Mr. Steve-
son's Paner lu tie Westminster

Review, IroM the Boston
nepublre.

The Tory-Unionist partisans in Eng*
and, and in Ireland too, are viewing
with feelings of satisfaction the parlia-
mentary situation, and chuckling with
'lee over the prospe.tive defeat of the
ministry on the home rule bill. The ma-

.trisy too slight, they say, to keep a
o%,ernment in power. Diaters must
coule, andi conie soon, which wili for:ce
a dissolution. 0f course the wish la
parent to the thought. But while we
may contem plate with reasonable seren-
ity Lb. outlook for homo mile,
here is no blinking out of aigbt the real
facte of the case. Nine Irish mem-
bers are not to be relied upon. The fol-
owers of Mr. John Redmond may, un-
ortunatell, be found in opposition at
ome critical stage of the proceedinge.
Then there is the defection of Sir Edward
Reed, a Liberal member from Wales.
Will he be able to control any votes be-
ide bis own ? Should these two ele-
men ta develope strength enough to make
a demonstration in force they. would
wipe out the Gladstone majority and
ompel another appeal to the country.
But we have no serious apprebensions
pon this score. The people of Great

Britain have given their mandate to Par-
iament, and even though the majority is
mall, it is su fficiently large to indicate
he sentiment and temper of the elec-
orate.
In the Westminster Review for Janu-

ry,Mr.Franeis Seymour Stevenson,M.P.,
iscusses this question very intelligently
tnd conservatively. He draws a sharp

omnparison between the present situa-
ion and that which confronted the
Melbourne ministry of 1835. Lord Mel-
ourne had lesa than forty majority in
he Commons and an adverse majority of
100 in the House of Lords. Then, as
.ow, the vital question was the Irish
uestion. Notwihbstanding the narrow-
oeesa of the margin in the Lower House,
he government lasted from 1835 to 1841.
Daniel O'Connell was a force in politics
hen; lie demanded certain reforma for
relatid. These were pledged by the
iberal ministers, and Lords Grey,
rougham and Althorp seceded.- They
oined the opposition just s Hartington
ind Chamberlain have done in protest
ganet ·the proposal to grant m reason-
ble measure of justice to Ireland. Yet
ord Melbourne stood his ground for six
ears and carried on the government.
Mr. Stevenson ia not troubled b6y the

ronounced opposition of the Lords to
oome rule, nor by the mallness of the
ajority in the Commons. He it not
isposed to believe that the House of
eerswill attempt to do what their prPr
ecessors did in 1835-openly de eat
neasurés approved by the representas
vos Qfthqpeople. .He .poins ô the-
gniicnt fact thatstherifhtofedfrage

85 ':Thé people ben had lit.fle ice.
Sthé direction o! 'u bil aBairs, and
hey looked on withîmdifference upon a

contest between the two Rouses.'
progresas of democratio ideas, snd.
widening of the electoral basis e ,V
writes ir. Stevenson, "aupplied thi
proressive legislatir o! the present dit
wit leverage which was not at tiê
cammand of hie redecesors in case Oe
diverge of views etween the two ca-n:
bers, and at the present time the instinct
of self-preservation would, in al probab.
lity, be sufficient to prevent a 6epetitlo
of the tactics adopted b ythe ouse of
LArda under the guidance of Lord
Lyndhurst. IL is true that the thrests i
of reaistance are numerous and undis-5
guied, but it is equally tLue that tens
is no lack of motive power to set them
tihreatB at defdance."

The purposes in the minds of the
electors when the presen t House of Com-
mon was chosen were well define. There
couldi be no doubt as to the issues invol-
ved in the canvasa. Mr. Stevenson em-
phasizes this point when lie says:

" For seven years the home rule con-
"troveray bas been carried on in the
"press and on the platform ; the argu-
"ments on either aide bave penetrated
" into every nook and corner of the land;
" full opportunity has been afforded, un-
" der =L Jate government, for watching
" the nature and efl'ectse of the alternati v
"method of dealin with Ireland; and
"the outcome is tat the country bas
"shown that it is aimost in favor of the
" eneral principle of home rule aa it
" is in favor of the general principle of
" free trade, and that, through the
" operation- of the change of feel-
" in which has taken place in Eng-
" laud and Scotland, it bas re-

turned to power a majority anid a min-
istry pledged to do justice to Ireland hy
according to it the management of

"what parliament shall decide to be dis-
"tinctively and specifidally Irish affailà.
"Short of a referendum-a method un-
"known to the British constitution-no
"better method of ascertaining the state
"of public feeling on a question of great

moment could have been devised. No
"issue presented to the electors was ever
"!ought eut with grester keouesa cor-
tainly the question of the diseetaLlisb

"ment of th Irish church, which was at
"stake duringlb. electioncof 1868, wat
"nover submîtted to tbe country witb
"the same degree of fulness."

It would be a crime for any friend of
Ireland te precipitate another electionà
upon Lb. people after the clear staté-
ment of the issues made to the electors
the last campaign and after they had ap-
proved the sanie. No pretence of lofty
patriotieni can justify thejeopardising of
the country's interests and the sacred
cause of homne rule until the Irish peo-
ple shall emphatically reject the Liberal
proposals. We anticipate the introduo-
ion as a fairly liberal measure by thé

Gladstone government. Thihe ahould
be sapporte sgenerously by Lb.e one
Ruiers of aU shades.

A mendment, of course, will be in Or-
der. The principal will be substained.
Continuous attendance at the sittings of
the House, persistent watchfulness at all
Limes, vii be necessary on the part of
the Irish representatives. .Àsolit
phalanx, determinehtto win justice for
tbeir country and their race, can work
wouders even lien thé prty majority
is amahl. Patriotiam, dévotion Lo prin-
cipe .and loyalty t the cause are tbe
qualities most needet.

HusBAND: Did lou drive all those
nails yourself ? Wife : Yes I did. Hus-
band : Let me seé your bande. Wife :
Here they are-'not hurt a bit, 'Hus-
band: Hum!1 Who held the nails?

"I dELL into the pond to-day, and it
was up to rny neck," said W e!'er. "Non-
sense," said Jack," the water in the pjud
an't more than a foot deep." "Oh, but

I went ii bead first," said Walter.

"W arT did you do with the ball ?7" "It
went over the fence into Mr. Brown's
yard." "Did you go after it " "No, ait."

Why not ?" "Because it went throuîgh
the window.".

I13 Tu rUE;MATERAL.--Weary novèl-.
i: feigho I My brains seem t' 'he
wool-gathering this norning. His wife:
Theri I suppose your next atory wii be'
full of "ptidding?".

WHioH . are the two lettCrs:in thel eng-
s1mh alphabet most disagreeshbl t odihes?
)pK-daay._____

who deals in stale jokes
like a& tockjubber? ]ecause he doped
on fundead property.


